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Government officials declare
state of national emergency in
New Zealand amid COVID-19
pandemic
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Watch: Director of Civil Defence Emergency Management Sarah Stuart Black
speaks on Wednesday.

Government officials have declared a state of national emergency in New Zealand

amid the COVID-19 pandemic, giving authorities more powers to be used "when
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necessary".

A state of national emergency was declared at 12:21pm by the Minister of Civil

Defence Peeni Henare under the Civil Defence Emergency Act 2002, Director of

Civil Defence Emergency Management Sarah Stuart Black said on Wednesday.

"The state of national emergency has been declared because of unprecedented

nature of this global pandemic and to ensure the Government has the powers it

needs to slow the spread of COVID-19 and reduce its impact."

Stuart Black said the declaration will allow her to direct and coordinate personnel,

material and other resources, to ensure they can be made available during the

crisis.
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"It also provides access to powers to would not normally be available, but would be

needed to support the delivery and timely response to COVID-19," she told

reporters at the Beehive in Wellington, alongside Director-General of Health Dr

Ashley Bloomfield.

"We expect the Civil Defence Emergency Management powers to be used when

necessary and to slow the spread of COVID-19, reduce its impact, and manage the

consequences."

The Government will have the powers of requisition, and Stuart Black said an

example of this would be the conservation and supply of fuel and other essential

supplies.

The Government will also be able to close roads, prohibit and regulate traffic, stop

activities that might contribute to the emergency, and exclude people from certain
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"We expect the Civil Defence Emergency Management powers to be used whennecessary and to slow the spread of COVID-19, reduce its impact, and manage theconsequences."
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"This declaration of a state of national emergency ensures that we have all of the

legislative means possible, all of the enforcement powers, all of the tools that we

need at our disposal to combat the spread of COVID-19," Stuart Black said.

"These powers work as a complementary component to the powers that the

Director-General of Health has... This is an enhancement of the current COVID-19

response arrangements and this is just one part of that response."

The state of national emergency applies to all of New Zealand, including the

Chatham Islands, Stewart Island, and other offshore islands.

"I'd like to reinforce the critical importance of everyone doing their part to make

sure that we can save lives and beat COVID-19... each of you has a role in helping to

save a life," Stuart Black added.

She said between 6-7pm on Wednesday night a national emergency mobile alert

will be sent to all New Zealanders as a reminder of the country going into lockdown

at midnight.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said we need "all the tools at our disposal" to ensure

everyone reduces contact.
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"Failure of anyone to play their part in coming days will put the lives of others at

risk, and there will be no tolerance for that," she said.

"We do not expect to use the full extent of these measures but, as with everything

we have done in response to COVID-19, we plan, we prepare, we have in place

everything we need to get through.

"For now, I ask that New Zealanders do their part. Stay home, break the chain, save

lives."

-Newshub

Copy Link Send us a news tip

Quick question...

Did this story inform, educate or inspire you? Please support us.

Contribute

Paid Content    

Koru Health

Lulutox

Cardiologists: The main cause of belly and side fat is not excess calories!

Read More

Lulutox

Cardiologists: Now we know the main cause of belly and side fat.

Read More

Awake Until 2am? This Auckland Nana Found Relief

The Clinical Protocol

We Tested the 5 Most Popular Methods for Reducing Under-Eye Bags. Only One Actually Worked.

Read More

mailto:newstips@stuff.co.nz
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/2020/03/support-stuffs-journalism/?utm_source=stuff_website&utm_medium=end_of_article_badge&utm_campaign=quick_question_2026&utm_content=New_banner_Grey&utm_known=&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwNWGdcTzhAoKaEpHbUdCSmRwYRIQbW1jdXN3bGxtdnk1ejVxNxoMRVhJRjZJTUNDOEI2IiUxODBrNTFvMGFnLTAwMDAzNzVycjg0Z242YmFmbzB1b241cjA0KhtzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVLRzBGRUFGRjdHVk5MVVowAToMT1REM0tHSk0xR0pQQg1PVFZMS0RXMktPOFJEUhJ2LYUA8BdwM3B5MWVweXZaDDQzLjI0My42MS45MWIDZG1jaIr7qM0GcAV4BA
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=stuffdigital-stuffconz&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a-4x1-H:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=stuffdigital-stuffconz&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a-4x1-H:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=stuffdigital-stuffconz&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a-4x1-H:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=stuffdigital-stuffconz&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a-4x1-H:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=stuffdigital-stuffconz&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a-4x1-H:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://hot-deal1.com/yR17hM3g
https://koruhealth.co.nz/post/advertorial/exhausted-nana-finds-energy-for-new-grandson-after-sleep-discovery
https://koruhealth.co.nz/post/advertorial/exhausted-nana-finds-energy-for-new-grandson-after-sleep-discovery
https://koruhealth.co.nz/post/advertorial/exhausted-nana-finds-energy-for-new-grandson-after-sleep-discovery
https://koruhealth.co.nz/post/advertorial/exhausted-nana-finds-energy-for-new-grandson-after-sleep-discovery
https://koruhealth.co.nz/post/advertorial/exhausted-nana-finds-energy-for-new-grandson-after-sleep-discovery
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578
https://midetaryproften.com/b26fee65-423c-470d-8fea-cdb031165578

