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Watch: Police commissioner Mike Bush spoke to The AM Show.


https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news
https://www.stuff.co.nz/topics/news
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=4238835d-14c7-4658-8dee-ae4deb99124d&ag=cqarsfs&sfe=1be05afa&sig=ZN8lBvfENHWDkxRkUZl_lBGg-Is0i4Kdn5twwrVzOpo.&crid=zcz2jw1l&cf=10325646&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.stuff.co.nz&rcats=&mste=www.stuff.co.nz&mfld=2&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=rubicon&uhow=110&agsa=&wp=22760626E3EFD982&rgz=8051&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=OSX1015&br=Chrome&svpid=8779&rlangs=en,os&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=18.410000000000025&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=2~KLUv_WMdqREMzgKVEAD0El2DOELHFFhGEY3urk3rmRJNQgdjcWFyc2ZzSK3zoApQjp32ejJqdzFsYLbkjhluOAsIo9HrsL-puDEycnZ6b8ACj2x4dnFhazjQAqWAsL5FkmWEyZGc-Zf9IzY2NzQvI3RvcN3n9sPv1rGW7AEQlf7uJSgzMzM1N2ZkMTBhZWYyMGQ3ZDE4ZDQwMTJkMWY0MDhjg3ZpcmlmcnlrVstci0vb76R7f23mHyqXfcXTokERkc7_rawzVeT76MOc3RrJ_wWHipcDNWFueW1qZphNBgiogKCgAaAQoKDTehgkqpYtPcvB9IlDoJ5epZl_2ZICuBEG4hEGCO_6fhgO6hEGCKbdchgMBaASBKgSArgSAMASAMgSANASAtgSAOASAOgSAegSAogTApATAZgTAKgTeET8VXBzs1UKQGvCnyStIEByR32VPZrXe2kVlltgeqTpeGwAvrSrVtp_eeLRjYcMb0uIk76DP82cVZDnklHjP4W-p6Nq-9l_DB0xevDBoCkzX1blel22JDK7h4M5OISpaSBNf-L6LEqmyl0gVW_zHbfUdlUMkoQqQywpEZFgYDOFlVWwCNSWfeomuWRqgrBVOig-Ip48sU2o5i3S9BMfstd68BEctusEOAiA4_kUXvpAwIeu7ofenP3kTbqWbm0nlCCF8yM80hJl8A0tZL59MABdAWX6xziYiKeh9Y7DSPDOAg..&dur=1~KLUv_WMFoCgkfAB9BgATyyUVoIAEgPhEcAEV9pPjjv7YZaTQRqkh15_CqG0HL5-YdhxZUgIHrBAQwaZ6KyeTMPEWsKMxGekmrYlKiUfeyOM1mVLS8ikJMUro8QLgQwiL9ADIFW8AXJOSf_IvT-SkmTRRJeFCGETeADgmYHhMuJqvzJxKanUHp_4Z_q6jUFedYbb4_1gzq2VFCe9yEWxJ21WXaM40FRsBEPw5taFSxfKx1ehWzEJWmgq65rs3fXIlotUUsiNehgBOc3mH79e9r67vQ64Ci548-yBrYz0.&durs=iopEmB&bdc=14&mk=Apple&testid=iavc1%20&fpa=146&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=3386fad357fd10a33758ef18f02ce64a20d7dd79&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://www.mikegreerhomes.co.nz/buy-a-home-get-10k-holiday?utm_campaign=master-promo&utm_source=tradedesk&utm_medium=display&utm_content=banner-html&utm_ID=promo
https://insight.adsrvr.org/track/clk?imp=4238835d-14c7-4658-8dee-ae4deb99124d&ag=cqarsfs&sfe=1be05afa&sig=ZN8lBvfENHWDkxRkUZl_lBGg-Is0i4Kdn5twwrVzOpo.&crid=zcz2jw1l&cf=10325646&fq=0&t=1&td_s=www.stuff.co.nz&rcats=&mste=www.stuff.co.nz&mfld=2&mssi=&mfsi=&sv=rubicon&uhow=110&agsa=&wp=22760626E3EFD982&rgz=8051&dt=PC&osf=OSX&os=OSX1015&br=Chrome&svpid=8779&rlangs=en,os&mlang=&did=&rcxt=Other&tmpc=18.410000000000025&vrtd=&osi=&osv=&daid=&dnr=0&vpb=&crrelr=&npt=&cc=2~KLUv_WMdqREMzgKVEAD0El2DOELHFFhGEY3urk3rmRJNQgdjcWFyc2ZzSK3zoApQjp32ejJqdzFsYLbkjhluOAsIo9HrsL-puDEycnZ6b8ACj2x4dnFhazjQAqWAsL5FkmWEyZGc-Zf9IzY2NzQvI3RvcN3n9sPv1rGW7AEQlf7uJSgzMzM1N2ZkMTBhZWYyMGQ3ZDE4ZDQwMTJkMWY0MDhjg3ZpcmlmcnlrVstci0vb76R7f23mHyqXfcXTokERkc7_rawzVeT76MOc3RrJ_wWHipcDNWFueW1qZphNBgiogKCgAaAQoKDTehgkqpYtPcvB9IlDoJ5epZl_2ZICuBEG4hEGCO_6fhgO6hEGCKbdchgMBaASBKgSArgSAMASAMgSANASAtgSAOASAOgSAegSAogTApATAZgTAKgTeET8VXBzs1UKQGvCnyStIEByR32VPZrXe2kVlltgeqTpeGwAvrSrVtp_eeLRjYcMb0uIk76DP82cVZDnklHjP4W-p6Nq-9l_DB0xevDBoCkzX1blel22JDK7h4M5OISpaSBNf-L6LEqmyl0gVW_zHbfUdlUMkoQqQywpEZFgYDOFlVWwCNSWfeomuWRqgrBVOig-Ip48sU2o5i3S9BMfstd68BEctusEOAiA4_kUXvpAwIeu7ofenP3kTbqWbm0nlCCF8yM80hJl8A0tZL59MABdAWX6xziYiKeh9Y7DSPDOAg..&dur=1~KLUv_WMFoCgkfAB9BgATyyUVoIAEgPhEcAEV9pPjjv7YZaTQRqkh15_CqG0HL5-YdhxZUgIHrBAQwaZ6KyeTMPEWsKMxGekmrYlKiUfeyOM1mVLS8ikJMUro8QLgQwiL9ADIFW8AXJOSf_IvT-SkmTRRJeFCGETeADgmYHhMuJqvzJxKanUHp_4Z_q6jUFedYbb4_1gzq2VFCe9yEWxJ21WXaM40FRsBEPw5taFSxfKx1ehWzEJWmgq65rs3fXIlotUUsiNehgBOc3mH79e9r67vQ64Ci548-yBrYz0.&durs=iopEmB&bdc=14&mk=Apple&testid=iavc1%20&fpa=146&pcm=3&ict=Unknown&said=3386fad357fd10a33758ef18f02ce64a20d7dd79&auct=1&tail=1&r=https://www.mikegreerhomes.co.nz/buy-a-home-get-10k-holiday?utm_campaign=master-promo&utm_source=tradedesk&utm_medium=display&utm_content=banner-html&utm_ID=promo
https://advertise.stuff.co.nz/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuUqufKc_fhHCaoPab-W_cE_DWiUNq5_4vrBeenVmW-O30yftVWlPg14sd4EgaKfnka52bFoIm6oFOwvNBMLL2w-gJgOmUK155OyPZpWeU5gZhSJqyOvxc7_FPqc10gohBkPDLd024zN4MvP44A5v6WG8DoPLmFguFEVFHjlFsSi1X8Kc7mKBAb17mwXKp_ITK4Q4AK6og3XrZX-up_sWoFDpb1kXRFWu89wWqwBFHNjQVJKintTqI9lpDIVtGAqr6vl7afihZeKj_Ke6138aZvJ6lYbzS4WDCjqN3lSNpD7WZgimXkrgIOWWQPi7tnmRtJuJOYd4hsmZMSNnUd8cua46DJFA5wIle6lmAYyie0kdHkg87WlV468m0IZ5MlOxsEoFIjMDTPcyKnhvHm_BkAZA&sai=AMfl-YSfbSsiT7FAfXUcq_iVNrgB4s36reybuFM4ZyjYi6s1jaPOS0FBKzYB67aeVXnT601i0My9lAb16Xy5WeLRcRckEqZcusBTL8bvKU8CXVPUDjtbaVOH9tQfjQ-HD0OqHllKRkxef5i5bLJKxHN50OjAd6IFqZm-uURJ7fVjPnKNg6DwjWPEtPuqdvKrdWPmW-enUWiECJ-zFfO83fz_kzX0TttMexXojH9nV0ufFqH1tmQ0xceK7wBGntRlUgPcUNf70KrtEoeZV2Gi0gmMDSPT8ZaDhVs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHfszKfBA96d&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/2020/03/support-stuffs-journalism/%3Futm_source%3Dstuff_ads%26utm_medium%3Dleaderboard%26utm_campaign%3Dchuffed_youre_here
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuUqufKc_fhHCaoPab-W_cE_DWiUNq5_4vrBeenVmW-O30yftVWlPg14sd4EgaKfnka52bFoIm6oFOwvNBMLL2w-gJgOmUK155OyPZpWeU5gZhSJqyOvxc7_FPqc10gohBkPDLd024zN4MvP44A5v6WG8DoPLmFguFEVFHjlFsSi1X8Kc7mKBAb17mwXKp_ITK4Q4AK6og3XrZX-up_sWoFDpb1kXRFWu89wWqwBFHNjQVJKintTqI9lpDIVtGAqr6vl7afihZeKj_Ke6138aZvJ6lYbzS4WDCjqN3lSNpD7WZgimXkrgIOWWQPi7tnmRtJuJOYd4hsmZMSNnUd8cua46DJFA5wIle6lmAYyie0kdHkg87WlV468m0IZ5MlOxsEoFIjMDTPcyKnhvHm_BkAZA&sai=AMfl-YSfbSsiT7FAfXUcq_iVNrgB4s36reybuFM4ZyjYi6s1jaPOS0FBKzYB67aeVXnT601i0My9lAb16Xy5WeLRcRckEqZcusBTL8bvKU8CXVPUDjtbaVOH9tQfjQ-HD0OqHllKRkxef5i5bLJKxHN50OjAd6IFqZm-uURJ7fVjPnKNg6DwjWPEtPuqdvKrdWPmW-enUWiECJ-zFfO83fz_kzX0TttMexXojH9nV0ufFqH1tmQ0xceK7wBGntRlUgPcUNf70KrtEoeZV2Gi0gmMDSPT8ZaDhVs&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHfszKfBA96d&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/2020/03/support-stuffs-journalism/%3Futm_source%3Dstuff_ads%26utm_medium%3Dleaderboard%26utm_campaign%3Dchuffed_youre_here
https://advertise.stuff.co.nz/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news
https://www.stuff.co.nz/world-news
https://www.stuff.co.nz/quizzes
https://www.stuff.co.nz/home-property
https://www.stuff.co.nz/money
https://www.stuff.co.nz/life-and-style
https://www.stuff.co.nz/sport

Police commissioner Mike Bush says anyone failing to comply with

Government orders around COVID-19 will face the full weight of the law.

Bush will lead the Government's operational response to COVID-19. He says
authorities have "numerous powers" to make sure people follow orders put

in place to stem the spread of the virus.

The Government announced on Saturday a four-level alert system for the
country. Currently, we are at level two - which suggests that COVID-19 is

contained, but that risk of community transmission is growing.

If the level is raised to four - the highest level - educational facilities and
non-essential businesses would be closed, supplies rationed, travel

severely limited and people would need to stay at home.
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This level would be activated if COVID-19 is not contained at a national or
local level, and Bush said police would not hesitate to enforce the

restrictions.

"We have numerous powers," Bush told The Am Show on Monday. "We have
powers under the Health Act, we may in fact have powers under the Civil
Defence Emergency Act. But we also have our power under the Summary
Offences Act.
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"So if we're asking people to comply there is authority we can use. We hope

not to use it, but we will," Bush said.
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He said police would be "out there being very visible" in the coming weeks

or months.

"The way | putitis, you're better to stay on the comfort of your own couch of
your own home than be cooling yourself on a very cool bench in a police

cell."

Although police were willing to go to great lengths to enforce restrictions,
Bush said the "majority of New Zealanders are already doing what needs to

be done to take care of themselves, to take care of others".

"But what | can say is that if people don't do as they're directed, we'll be out
there and we'll be ensuring that people are complying - because they need

to be. This is about saving lives."

Normal police work - such as breath testing - would also continue while
efforts were focused on making sure people complied with COVID-19

restrictions, he said.

Bush's new role heading the operational response comes as the country
confirmed its 66th COVID-19 case on Sunday.

Although community transmission has not yet been proven, two cases have

yet to be linked to overseas travel, meaning it is possible.

Epidemiologist Sir David Skegg, who has worked as a consultant to the
World Health Organization and is a former vice-chancellor of the University
of Otago, told Newshub on Monday the likelihood of community

transmission needs to be taken seriously.

"People have downplayed the likelihood of community transmission, he said.

"I think it's almost certain that has been occurring. | can't see why it wouldn't
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"But what I can say is that if people don't do as they're directed, we'll be outthere and we'll be ensuring that people are complying - because they needto be. This is about saving lives."


- the virus will behave here the same way it has in other countries."

More testing needed

Bush said the aim of the operational arm of the Government's response is

about "making sure all that needs to be done is being done".

"It's really about joining up the entire public sector who are absolutely
focused on getting in front of this to keep New Zealand and New Zealanders

well, keep them safe and ensure the country stays sustainable.”

The role will also aim to bring public service, the private sector and the
community together "to absolutely battle this so New Zealand can come out

of this in the best possible shape".

As well as enforcing rules so people don't spread the virus, Bush said the

Government was focused on ramping up testing.

Last week, Dr Ashley Bloomfield, Director-General of Health said the

Ministry of Health had the capacity to carry out 1500 tests a day.

Bush said that number had to come up, adding that at least 100,000 test kits

from China had been ordered and paid for on Friday.

"One of our number-one priorities is that we step up the number of tests

that are being done," he said.

Bush praised the "outstanding job" Dr Bloomfield and his team had done so

far in dealing with the outbreak.

"This is about how we get in behind them and support them and take it right
across the public service to ensure that our approach and everything we do

gets in front of this."



With many experts warning that it's a question of when not if community
transmission occurs here, there have been calls for the Government to raise

its alert level to four immediately.

In an open letter to Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, the Teaching Council of
Aotearoa New Zealand said schools needed to be shut now in order to keep

students and staff safe.

A petition was also launched over the weekend by health workers calling for
the alert level to be raised to four. That petition was met with outrage from
the New Zealand Nurses Organisation, however, who called it "absolutely

disappointing" and said it was "very likely" to cause panic.

Worldwide there have been almost 330,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19,
with the death toll standing at over 14,000.

- Newshub
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