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A leading scientist estimates Covid-19 cases could be more than twice the number that show up in official figures. 

I
.,;:-the latest weekly update, 20,522 new cases of people who tested postive for Covid-19 were reported for the week 
c:a1ding 30 October (https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/477745/covid-19-update-20-522-new-cases-18-further-

F • deaths-and-323-people-in-hospital). 

New Zealand Institute of Medical Laboratory Science president Terry Taylor told First Up the number of cases in the 
community was likely to be significantly higher. 

"If we look at the wastewater results at the moment ... ultimately that's all we've got to go by, we're probably looking 
r · more like about 50,000 [cases] a week." 

The Ministry of Health has said analysis of wastewater testing, a key measure of infection in the community, 
indicated reported cases may be 35 percent to 45 percent 
(https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/documents/pages/trends_and_insights_report_-_28_october_2022.pdf) 
lower than the actual number. 

Institute of Environmental Science and Research molecular biologist Dr Brent Gilpin has said 
(h ttps://www.rnz.co. nz/news/national/4 77965/variant-sou p-makes-covid-19-harder-to-predict-expert) there are 
more cases than those being reported, and Omicron remained the dominant strain. 

With predictions of a Covid-19 wave, Taylor said he would be masking up, and encouraged others to think of the 
vulnerable. 
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"I think we often just think of ourselves, but there's people that haven't had Covid yet, that if they do get it are at a 

huge risk of more than likely having an adverse outcome, in other words, dying. It's not always just about us." 

Taylor said more than 250 scientists and technicians had been lost to the 

pathology sector industry in the last twelve months. 

"We're no different than any other health sectors. 

"Work conditions have deteriorated because of the load of the work that's been 

coming in and the stress. 

"We're an older scientist workforce as well, which makes it difficult. It takes at 

least five years to train scientists, so it's not going to be a quick fix either. 

"Realistically we should have had plans in place in the past, but we're 

certainly working on it all right now." 

Having one organisation, Te Whatu Ora, now dealing with this makes things 

easier, he said. "We're going to get there eventually, but in the short term it's 

going to be quite difficult for us to get through things." 
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He emphasised that while laboratory blood tests had been slowed down by the backlog and staff shortage issues, 

accuracy was not being compromised. More than 200,000 tests were carried out daily across the country's 

laboratories. 

"I just want to reassure the public the only thing that really will happen in this situation is that the times will stretc.__.} 

out. It's not that we're going to make mistakes, we'll certainly still keep our quality going. 

"For our diagnostic services, we are always going to be the bottleneck because clearly with the biopsies being passed 

through our pathologists and scientists and on to the appropriate consultants, it's a timing thing, and we just do not 

have enough at the moment." 


