+/16/2020 LGRS B L R i

(NZ Herald, 2020d)
[16 Jun 2020]
[4 Jul 2020]

oy
Modia Awards We b
228

1
Advertise with NZME,
NEW ZEALAND
Covid 19 coronavirus: Six people - not two - abscond after funeral
n, 2020 06:44 PM © 3 minutes to read

[1'1

"'|"'{;lil'! |

}J

||

The Ministry of Health has now confirmed six family members from Australia were granted compassionate exemptions to leave Auckland's Pullman Hotel and attend
their relative's tangi on June 10.

NZ Herald

Former Police Commissioner Mike Bush says six people absconded after being granted compassionate leave from Covid-
19 quarantine to attend a Hamilton funeral.

t one of the people - a youth aged about 18 - is yet to be "rounded up".

media were told just two teenagers ran away from authorities after being allowed to go to the funeral.
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"Four members of the family returned. A teénager anda child [aged 8] did not," a ministry spokesman said.
"The child was returned to the hotel managed isolation and quarantine facility in Auckland.
"The teenager remains in self-isolation at a family property.

"The five family members' request to join the teenager has been declined and they will complete their isolation at the
managed isolation and quarantine facility in Auckland."

The teenager in self-isolation in Hamilton has had a Covid-19 test and tested negative.

The remaining five family members will be tested again tomorrow - day 12 of their stay.
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Bush told Newstalk ZB presenter Heather du Plessis-Allan that he was not happy that six people granted leave had to be
rounded up.

"This situation cannot be repeated.
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"I understand that authorities are working on the last two, to get them back into managed isolation, but the important

thing is that they tested negative," Bush said.
Talking to RNZ, Bush said there was shared accountability of what happened in this case.

"I'm certainly putting up my hand to be here and talk to this, because it's important that New Zealanders have assurance
this is being managed properly.

"There's been shared accountability up to this point ... but as of today, the operational oversight will be accountable going
forward."

The director general of health had directed staff to test those granted exemptions from quarantine based on
“ompassionate grounds, before they left the facilities, Bush told RNZ.

rlowever that had not happened in this case, and Bush said it was "not good enough” that it had somehow fallen through
the cracks.

"Dr Bloomfield has made that very clear and we're going to be working with him to ensure it never occurs again."

He said police were notified very quickly that the people who had been granted exemptions to go to that funeral had not
returned.

"They had been missing for quite some time," Bush said.

Four of them had been tracked down and the other two were located and tested but had not been rounded up.
Yesterday, Health Minister David Clark did not seem to know about the runaway pair when talking to du Plessis-Allan.
"I'm not aware of the details of that case. | have not had a briefing on that, | will seek a briefing on that."

Clark said he was disappointed that measures he thought were in place to prevent another outbreak didn't appear to be.

ifitis as you described it, then it underscores my request to suspend compassionate exemptions until we ensure that the
system is working as intended."

It follows revelations that the nation's two new cases of Covid-19 were given a special exemption to travel to Wellington
on compassionate ground after their parent died. Strict border controls remain in place in New Zealand because Covid-19
is not under control overseas,

All arrivals into New Zealand go through health screening, are tested for the virus and are forced to spend 14 days in
quarantine orisolation.
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