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Staff stood down at each DHB due to Covid-19 vaccine mandate
(As of 9am, Wednesday November 17)

ADVERTISEMENT
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Bay of Plenty DHB saw 123 staff stood down as of Wednesday morning, including 4

At Nelson/Marlborough DHB, 110 unvaccinated staff were recorded, including 33 r

ADVERTISE WITH STUFF

Across the three DHBs in the wider Wellington area (Capital & Coast; Hutt Valley and Wairarapa), 126 staff, 49 of whom are nurses, had been stood down.

Just six staff had been stood down at Wairarapa DHB as of Wednesday morning — including four nurses — the lowest recorded across the country.

The number of staff stood down at DHBs across the middle of the North Island by Wednesday varied.

Unvaccinated DHB staff will be supported to either be or toget
MARK TAYLOR / WAIKATO TIMES

Forty-two had been stood down at Lakes DHB; 23 at Tairawhiti; 54 in Taranaki; 51in Hawke's Bay; 30 in Whanganui and 43 in MidCentral.

In Te Waipounamu, 10 staff had been stood down at West Coast DHB, seven at South Canterbury and 69 at Southern DHB — the latter including 28 nurses, four senior doctors and six midwives.
In Canterbury, 79 staff (or 2 per cent of the workforce) had been stood down, including 23 nurses and four doctors.

Itis important to note that unvaccinated health workers by far make up the minority of medical professionals across the country.
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In October, more than 6500 health workers signed their names in strong support for vaccination against Covid-19 — part of a grassroots group called Doctors Stand Up For Vaccination.

Lead DHB chief executive Rosemary Clements said DHBs were continuing to consult with unvaccinated staff to answer any questions they might have, discuss other options such as redeployment, support them through the process and

encourage them to consider being vaccinated.

2 ptible to ination

If staff choose to be vaccinated while stood down, they are able to return to the DHB.

&

Clements said the impact caused by having staff stood down would vary between DHBs and “mitigations” were in place where needed to minimise disruption — including "careful” rostering and “close monitoring" of any areas where

there might be staff shortages.

Early next week health boards would be in a position to provide an update on the numbers of staff who would be leaving the DHBs due to being unvaccinated, she said.

To date, more than 3.81 million New Zealanders (91 per cent of the eligible population) have received their first dose of the vaccine and 3.44 million (82 per cent) are fully vaccinated.

Keeping you ahead of the curve

We've published more than 10,000 stories on Covid since the pandemic began. Each one helped New Zealanders better understand this virus and our response to it.

With no sign of it disappearing from our lives anytime soon, there are hundreds more articles to write on coronavirus.

If our reporting has informed you during this time, please contribute to support our continued work.
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