
McGuinness Institute
(MOH, 2021ww)
[22 Dec 2021]







2

COVID-19 MĀORI HEALTH PROTECTION PLAN 

He whakarāpopoto 
Executive summary

The COVID-19 Māori Health Protection Plan (the Protection Plan) builds on the progress made 
by the Initial COVID-19 Māori Response Action Plan1 and the Updated COVID-19 Māori Health 
Response Plan.2  

This Protection Plan provides an updated framework that is informed by Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Te 
Tiriti) to protect whānau, hapū, iwi and hapori Māori from the impacts of COVID-19 by preventing 
and mitigating those impacts. Other developments and information that have contributed to this 
Protection Plan are: 

	› insights and feedback from a broad range of stakeholders since the start of the COVID-19 
response in March 2020

	› the new context of the delta variant of COVID-19 in our community, which spreads more easily 
than previous strains of the virus and so is more challenging to stamp out

	› the availability of a safe and effective vaccine, which is now being rolled out to the  
general population

	› the increasing numbers and proportion of Māori contracting and being hospitalised with 
COVID-19, which is placing pressure on whānau and making pre-existing inequities worse

	› the extended length of the COVID-19 pandemic, which is putting sustained pressure on 
communities and the providers who serve them.

We have adjusted our strategic approach and actions to respond to the experience of our 
stakeholders, so that we can stay in step with Aotearoa New Zealand’s evolving approach  
to COVID-19 and the changes that are occurring through the reform of the health and disability 
system.

The Protection Plan will build on progress made to date. It will help guide health and disability 
system actions for Māori through the next 3 to 12 months of the COVID-19 response by focusing on 
two key outcomes:

	› protecting whānau, hapū, iwi and hapori Māori from the virus by increasing  
vaccination coverage

	› building the resilience of Māori health and disability service providers and Māori whānau, 
hapū, iwi and hapori Māori to respond to the new environment of the delta variant, the 
incoming COVID-19 Protection Framework3 and the long tail of the impact of COVID-19 on the 
health and wellbeing of Māori.

1	 https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/initial-covid-19-maori-response-action-plan
2	 https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/updated-covid-19-maori-response-action-plan
3	 https://covid19.govt.nz/alert-levels-and-updates/covid-19-protection/
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The Protection Plan is aligned with and contributes to the broader health and disability COVID-19 
response. It also aligns with the all-of-government response to COVID-19 in mitigating the social 
impact of COVID-19 on whānau, hapū, iwi and hapori Māori.

This Protection Plan together with Māori health activity focused on COVID-19 gives practical effect 
to the actions specifically related to COVID-19 in Whakamaua: Māori Health Action Plan 2020–2025 
(Whakamaua).4 Whakamaua has been developed through an extensive consultation process 
and guides Māori health action over the next five years. Whakamaua gives practical effect to He 
Korowai Oranga: the Māori Health Strategy and its overarching vision of Pae Ora – healthy futures 
for Māori.5 

Contact details and more information 
If you have any issues or queries, please contact: maorihealth@health.govt.nz

For the latest updates and information on the COVID-19 response, please go to:  
https://covid19.govt.nz/

4	 https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/populations/maori-health/whakamaua-maori-health-action-plan-2020-2025
5	 https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/populations/maori-health/he-korowai-oranga
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