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Novel coronovirus update - 27th January 2020

News article
27 January 2020

No cases of novel coronavirus have been reported in New Zealand. However there have been more
than 2,000 cases reported internationally, including four confirmed cases in Australia.

The Ministry is taking this outbreak extremely seriously. 

Today, the Ministry's Director-General of Health Dr Ashley Bloomfield and Director of Public Health Dr
Caroline McElnay spoke to media. 

Dr Bloomfield told reporters that New Zealand is prepared and very ready to deal with the novel
cornavirus outbreak.

Dr Bloomfield confirmed that there is still a risk that the illness will arrive in New Zealand. However,
the likelihood of further transmission - if we do get a case - to another person, is low to moderate and
the likelihood of a sustained outbreak in New Zealand remains low. 

As an additional measure, tomorrow the Ministry will stand up the National Health Coordination
Centre (NHCC). The NHCC is a structure through which the Ministry can nationally coordinate and
manage the health responses to and recovery from emergencies.

View the full media conference video:

Transcript 
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General advice

All travellers to New Zealand who become sick within a month of their arrival are encouraged to seek
medical advice and contact Healthline at 0800 611 116 or a doctor and share their travel history. It is
important to mention recent travel from Hubei Province, particularly Wuhan. And any known contact
with someone with severe acute respiratory illness who has been in Hubei Province, particularly
Wuhan.

As with all respiratory illnesses, people can take steps to reduce their risk of infection. This includes
regularly washing hands, covering your mouth & nose when you sneeze, staying home if you are sick
and avoiding close contact with anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms.

For more more information see: 

Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV) (/web/20200128053944/https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-

conditions/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov)
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