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Marc Daalder of Newsroom07:46, Aug 21 2020

Health Minister takes responsibility for testing failures

Health Minister Chris Hipkins has taken responsibility for the gaps in testing at the border and within managed
isolation facilities.

This story was originally published on NEWSIOOI. and is republished
with permission.

ANALYSIS: Seven weeks after the Government promised to regularly test all
border-facing workers, it was nowhere close to having done so. How did the
Government so badly botch its border testing promise? Marc Daalder reports

On Thursday, Ashley Bloomfield admitted what experts and officials had been saying

for a week: The Government was forced to plunge Auckland into Level 3 lockdown
over a border failure.

"What we can rule out is that the first infection doesn't seem to have been from
contamination from a refrigerated product. Which means it's more likely to be, and

probably always was, person-to-person,” the Director-General of Health told
reporters.
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Testing of samples taken from chilled goods found little or no evidence of SARS-CoV-
2 on surfaces in Americold facilities. Occam's razor would indicate that the virus then
made its way from overseas via a person - perhaps a worker on a cargo ship or a
returnee in managed isolation - into the community.

READ MORE:

* Coronavirus: The Covid-19 border testing saga that's going septic amid
ministers' muddled accounts

* Coronavirus: Judith Collins claims quarantine workers wanted Covid-19 tests but
couldn't get them

* Coronavirus: Jacinda Ardern on border testing: 'It was what we had instructed'
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Security guards outside the Rydges Hotel in Auckland, where a maintenance worker contracted Covid-19.

With low rates of community testing (just eight tests were conducted outside of
managed isolation and quarantine (MIQ) facilities on July 21, for example), the virus
was able to spread for at least a week-and-a-half without detection.
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By the time the outbreak was identified, the lack of any obvious connection to the
border or the MIQ system meant the Government had little choice but to shut
Auckland downand put the rest of the country at a heightened state of alert, in an
effort to blunt or halt any ongoing chains of transmission.
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