
Pagers may have been booby trapped, then detonated remotely, in deadly attack ... read more

Covid 19 NZ: One in five Kiwi adults have had jab, but third of frontline
workers still unvaccinated
Henry Cooke

July 14, 2021 • 04:09pm

One in five Kiwi adults have now had their first dose of the Covid-19 Pfizer vaccine, according to newly released vaccine

statistics.

This rate trails much of the rest of the rich world.
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[Chapter 4 Vaccines and vaccinations] 



And while almost every frontline health worker or rest home resident in group 2 has had a dose of the vaccine (96 per cent) –

about a third are still not fully vaccinated, despite the Government initially planning for that roll-out to finish by June.

Covid-19 Minister Chris Hipkins released the new data on Wednesday afternoon, revealing that Pfizer had advised the

Government it would send another 1.5 million doses in August – enough for 750,000 people.

READ MORE:
* Covid-19: Medsafe seeking information from Pfizer about possible third dose
* Single-dose Janssen Covid-19 vaccine approved for use in New Zealand
* Covid-19: Half a million Kiwis fully vaccinated against the virus

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISE WITH STUFF

4 2 1

SET SALE DATE

34 Green Road, Matakana, Rodney
District

Enchanting Villa Hideaway

2 1

SET SALE DATE

38 Grand View Road, Matheson Bay,
Rodney District

Writer’s Retreat – Matheson
Bay

4 5 1

PRICE BY NEGOTIATION

2 Galatea Terrace, Herne Bay,
Auckland City

Luxury living elevated:
Unparalleled elegance

PRICE BY NEGO

41 McNaughte
District

Crop, graze
- 12ha

LICENSED UNDER REAA 2008

Auckland

Covid-19 vaccination by the numbers

BOOSTER + THIRD DOSE

3,116,674 74.05%

DOUBLE VACCINATED

4,015,084 95.39%
TOTAL DOSES ADMINISTERED

11,128,342

Source: Ministry of Health

Percentages relative to the HSU population dataset.

Stuff is reporting third primary doses and booster doses as a combined figure for simplicity. Third and booster doses are only reported by the Ministry as

"operational" doses administered in New Zealand. Second dose figures are provided as a person's vaccination status regardless if administered in New Zealand or

overseas.

Data as of Aug 08, 2022
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And while almost every frontline health worker or rest home resident in group 2 has had a dose of the vaccine (96 per cent) –about a third are still not fully vaccinated, despite the Government initially planning for that roll-out to fi nish by June.



Just over 1.4m doses have now been administered of the Pfzier/BioNTech vaccine in New Zealand, with 564,789 people

receiving their second dose and 839,554 receiving their first.

That means around 20 per cent of the eligible 16+ population have had one dose and 13.5 per cent of the same population are

fully protected.

In Australia, where two vaccines are in use instead of one, a larger proportion of eligible adults have had their first dose (33.5

per cent) while fewer have had their second (11.5 per cent).

Other rich countries that had far worse pandemics now have far higher rates of vaccination: Just under 70 per cent of the total

Canadian population has had one dose of a Covid-19 vaccine, 67.5 per cent of the UK, and 55 per cent of the US.

Of the roughly 1.7 million Kiwis who are over 65 or likely to get very ill from Covid-19 in group 3, just under 150,000 have been

fully vaccinated, while over 250,000 have had their first dose.

As of Monday just over 1.6m doses of the vaccine had been received from Pfizer, with 380,000 doses arriving in July thus far.

The Government expects to receive another 620,000 doses this month and another 1.5m in August, which would bring the

total stock to 3.7m by September, enough to vaccinate 1.85m people.

A Covid-19 vaccine is administered.
RYAN ANDERSON / STUFF

Size of group (approximate) Fully vaccinated

How the vaccine has rolled out to priority groups

Group 1Group 1

Group 2Group 2

Group 3Group 3

Group 4Group 4

500,000500,000 1,000,0001,000,000 1,500,0001,500,000 2,000,0002,000,000

Chart: Henry Cooke • Source: MOH | 25/08/21

Group 1 is border workers. Group 2 is frontline health workers and higher risk people in South Auckland. Group 3 is higher risk people and those over 65. Group 4 is the
general population.
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The “general roll-out” is beginning from the end of July, but all Kiwi adults aren’t expected to be able to access the vaccine

until October, when the entire 10 million dose order is expected to have arrived.

Hipkins said on Wednesday Cabinet would make a decision in August on whether to extend the Pfizer vaccine eligibility to 12-

16 year olds, as well as how to use the 2 million doses of the Janssen vaccine it has agreed to purchase. MedSafe has provided

provisional approval to both.

He also announced the first “mass vaccination” event would be in Auckland at the end of the month, with plans to vaccinate

15,000 people in one weekend.

- Stuff

New Zealand's Covid-19 vaccine rollout
Weekly cumulative doses administered

1st dose 2nd dose Target

5,000,000

10,000,000

15,000,000

Source: Ministry of Health

Data as of Nov 21, 2021
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Keeping you ahead of the curve

We've published more than 10,000 stories on Covid since the pandemic began. Each one helped New Zealanders better
understand this virus and our response to it.

With no sign of it disappearing from our lives anytime soon, there are hundreds more articles to write on coronavirus.

If our reporting has informed you during this time, please contribute to support our continued work.

Support Stuff’s journalism today
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