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develops antibodies to fight it, thereby becoming immune. The
1 latest science now says this is not a good strategy for Covid-19
— the many different variants mean that re-infection is possible,
{ even probable, and the complications from the disease are so
high that the risk is not worth it. By August 2020, Sweden would
%be reporting 5783 fatalities in its population of 10.4 million, in

just the first six months during which Covid-19 was spreading.
“That was not us,’ Ardern told Szuff. “That was never enter-

tained by us.

Many other countries had adopted a ‘flattening the curve’
approach — that is, keep case numbers low enough so that
health systems weren’t overwhelmed. For New Zealand, Ardern
considered that even this-weuldnot-be-enough e ;
~ She later told the Associated Press her elimination strategy\

; was largely based on fear of what would happen should the

health-care system become swamped. I remember my chief |
science adviser bringing me a graph that showed me what \
flattening the curve would look like for New Zealand,’ she said.
‘And where our hospital and health capacity was. And the curve
wasn't sitting under that line. So we knew that flattening the

curve wasn't sufficient for us.’

0t all scientists agreed with the elimination strategy,
however. During 2020, epidemiologist Dr Simon Thornley
became the most notable critic of the government’s measures,
forming a pressure group called Plan B and publishing a letter in
the British Medical Journal arguing against lockdown measures.
(In later times, as journalist Charlie Mitchell wrote, Thornley
would become an anti-vaxxer and conspiracy theory hero, and

an outcast in his own profession.)




