
What you need to know
In March 2020, the Government established a COVID-19 support package including an
initial NZD$600 million to support the aviation sector. From this amount, $372 million
was committed to the International Air Freight Capacity (IAFC) scheme to ensure
critical supplies could continue to flow to and from New Zealand. The IAFC scheme
ended in April 2021.

Building on the success of the IAFC, the Government established a replacement
scheme called Maintaining International Air Connectivity (MIAC) to support continued
air services. The MIAC scheme began in May 2021 and was scheduled to end on 31
March 2022.  

Tā te Kāwanatanga tautoko i te rāngai waka
Government support for the transport sector

Te tiaki i tētahi puna āwhina mō ngā take waka hei āwhina i te

whakahaumanutanga o Aotearoa i te mate Kōwheori-19.

Administering a transport support package to help New Zealand’s COVID-19 recovery.
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The work to date

07

Aviation sector ready for take-off with MIAC extension

The Government has agreed to a final extension of the Maintaining International Air
Connectivity (MIAC) scheme to March 2023. 

This extended support aligns with the reopening of the border under the
Government's Reconnecting New Zealand plans, helping to maintain international
connections and support economic recovery. The extension period also enables a
progressive scaling back of support as international airlines returns and passenger
numbers recover without creating a shortfall in freight capacity.

To support domestic connectivity, the Government allocated NZD$30 million to the
Essential Transport Connectivity (ETC) Scheme for aviation initiatives and an additional
NZD$20 million for ETC non-aviation initiatives.

The New Zealand Government has since extended final MIAC support to the aviation
sector until March 2023 to help rebuild international reconnections and economic
recovery. This extended support aligns with the reopening of the border under the
Government's Reconnecting New Zealand plans.

The final extension of this scheme will provide much-needed certainty as passenger
travel recovers, protecting our links with the world, continuing to grow our export
base, and getting time-critical supplies like medicines and special equipment into the
country quickly.

MIAC support levels will be scaled back and ultimately end as international flight
frequencies and passenger numbers recover, and international airlines return
between now and 31 March 2023.

New Zealand's social and economic wellbeing is critical for the COVID-19 recovery.

Te Manatū Waka administer the Maintaining International Air Connectivity (MIAC) and
Essential Transport Connectivity (ETC) schemes.
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Te Manatū Waka Ministry of Transport is currently working with airlines to confirm
routes and services. We will attach over the coming weeks, a document outlining
these routes and services.

06
OCT 2021

Maintaining International Air Connectivity Scheme Extended to end of March
2022

05
MAY 2021

Recipients of MIAC funding announced

The effects of the COVID-19 global pandemic continue to impact international aviation
and New Zealand’s international connectivity has been drastically curtailed.

04
MAR 2021

Maintaining International Air Connectivity scheme announced

The effects of the COVID-19 global pandemic continue to impact international aviation
and New Zealand’s international connectivity has been drastically curtailed. Building
on the success of the IAFC, and with the prospect of a recovery in international travel
now in sight, the Government has set up a new scheme to support air services
through to the end of October 2021, with the potential for an extension to March
2022.

Close

More information and related documents

More information and related documents
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03
FEB 2021

International Airfreight Capacity Scheme Extended to end of April 2021

The Government has agreed to extend the IAFC scheme to the end of April 2021.
Phase 2 of the IAFC scheme was originally scheduled to the end of March 2021. The
one month extension gives businesses that rely on airfreight and airlines stability as
the Government reviews its support for international air connectivity during the
COVID-19 recovery.

02
MAY 2020–APR 2021

International Air Freight Capacity (IAFC) Scheme

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, 80% of New Zealand’s airfreight was carried in the
belly-hold of passenger aircraft, with the remaining 20% carried by cargo-only
freighters. Pre-COVID there were approximately 550 international passenger flights
into and out of New Zealand per week.

01
MAY 2020

Essential Transport Connectivity (ETC) scheme established

The ETC scheme provides support for transport providers in the short to medium
term. The scheme’s goal is to ensure capacity, regional connectivity and essential
services continue in the wake of COVID-19.

More information

More information and related documents

More information
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Whakapā mai
Contact us

Mō mātau
About us

Kia mahi mā mātau
Work for us

Tā mātau kaupapa
Our kaupapa

OIA Requests

More information

Get in touch

Email: etc@transport.govt.nz

Email: IAFC@transport.govt.nz 

Related work

WORK PROGRAMME

Kaikōura
earthquake…

Collaborating with
other government
agencies on a
programme of work

Assessment of the
Long-Term…

The Ministry is
undertaking an
assessment of the
long-term

AGREEMENT

Airline code-share
and alliance…

Authorising
agreements between
airlines proposing to
operate flights to and
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