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s ﬁghting qualities he shared the leadership of Ngati
finepare with more senior men, Haemania and
kapﬁkﬂ> the sons of Tarewai. However, some time
_fore 1820 Pakapaka was killed at the battle of
sukemokimoki, on the south side of Ahuriri hill (in
esent day Napier); he was leading his people against
gati Parau. As Pakapaka’s elder brother, Haemania,
. already dead, it was left to Tareahi to avenge this
illing. He did so at the battle of Taitimuroa. Before the
ttle Tareahi feigned a retreat around a bend of the
tackuri River and stopped to plan his tactics. First he
ang a lament for Pakapaka to assuage his grief and rally
is warriors. Then he told the Ngati Hinepare fighting
—en to advance under cover of darkness and set fire to
he enemy canoes. At the same time the Ngati Te
pokoiri warriors approached Pukemokimoki pa from
he opposite side. The blazing canoes drew the defenders
om the pa, and Tareahi attacked. Many were killed,
pakapaka’s death was avenged, and Tareahi was
ecognised as the principal leader of Ngati Hinepare.

In the 1820s, when northern invaders were threaten-
g Ahuriri, Te Pareihe, the leader of Ngati Te Whatu-i-
piti, withdrew his followers to Nukutaurua, on the
ahia peninsula. Tareahi, however, remained to support
e Hauwaho of Ngati Parau. Together they set about
tengthening their island fortress, Te Pakake. But, in
e battle fought there in the early 1820s, they were no
atch for the muskets and numbers of Waikato, Ngati
uwharetoa, Ngati Maniapoto and Ngati Raukawa.
ere was a massacre and Te Hauwaho was killed. But
areahi was spared and the prisoners, gathering around
im, mingled their tears. Tareahi sang a lament, and
rged them to make for his cultivations at Matahourua if
hey managed to escape. The prisoners, including
areahi, were taken to the Waikato district, however.
aikato leader Te Wherowhero wept when they arrived,
t he knew that the Heretaunga people had been
aughtered without sufficient cause, and he helped to
ange their return. Paora Kaiwhata, who was with
areahi, his father, said that they were away for 18
onths.

When Tareahi returned, he found the country
leserted. He did not, however, join his people at the
efuge on the Mahia peninsula, but lived on his land near
ake Oingo. Thus he kept the fires of Ngati Hinepare
d Ngati Te Upokoiri alight on their lands, and
structed Paora in the history and customs of the tribe.
Tareahi had several children. His first son, Porokoru
apu, was born to Hine-whaka-ehua of Ngati Kopua.
\ daughter, Hepora, was born to Tareahi and the sister
f Hine-whaka-ehua, Whakahiahia. Tareahi’s third
ife, Whareunga, of Ngati Mahu, had three children:
ni Kanara Marewa, who married Papaka, younger
brother of Mananui and Iwikau Te Heuheu Tukino;
Rawinia Kaingaroa, who married Pakapaka’s grandson;
nd Paora Kaiwhata, who was the last tattooed chief of
Ngati Hinepare.

In an era in which few war leaders lived to old age,
lareahi was unusual. He survived to see peace concluded
with Ngati Tuwharetoa, the return of his people to their
lands, the coming of Christianity to Heretaunga in the
840s, and the purchase of the Ahuriri block by the
BOVernment in 1851.

Tareahi was baptised by the missionary William
olenso in the late 1840s. He took the name Rawiri, a
Itting name for one who, like the psalmist David, was a
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great warrior and a poet. In 1850 Colenso visited him at
Te Poraiti; he found him busy at work making ropes for
his fishing nets. Tareahi asked Colenso to baptise the
children of the pa, and told the missionary that he always
prayed at morning and evening, even when he was alone.
Tareahi warned Colenso of hardships ahead. ‘Be patient’,
he said, ‘endure hardness’. He may well have anticipated
the condemnation that was soon to fall on Colenso for his
liaison with a Maori woman.

Donald McLean, at that time a government agent
investigating land purchases, met Tareahi in December
1850 at Wharerangi. ‘Old Rawiri, a legendary fixture[,}
resides there’, he wrote. ‘He, his son and wives are now
reciting; one of the old men, like the prophet of old,
leaning on his staff.’

Rawiri Tareahi spent his declining days at Te Poraiti
pa. He died there, possibly in the 1850s. According to
his dying wish, he was buried by his sons within the
sound of the sea, below Te Poraiti. PATRICK PARSONS
Colenso, W. Journals, 1841-1854. qMS. WTU

N.Z. Native Land Court. Minute books: Napier, 1866-1902. Micro
MS Coll. 6. WTU

Wilson, J. G. History of Hawke’s Bay. Dunedin, 1939

Tasman, Abel Janszoon 1602/3?-1659?

Mariner, explorer, landowner, trader
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Abel Janszoon Tasman was born, probably in 1602 or
1603, at Lutjegast, near Groningen, Vriesland, The
Netherlands. His first wife was Claesgie Heyndrix, with
whom he had a daughter named Claesjen. A proclama-
tion of his second marriage, given in December 1631 at
Amsterdam, describes him as a widower and sailor;
probably on 11 January 1632 at Amsterdam he married
Jannetje (Joanna) Tjaerts, aged 21.

Tasman, in service with the Dutch East India Com-
pany, was first mate of the Weesp in 1634 and later that
year skipper of the Mocha, patrolling in the Dutch East
Indies (Indonesia) and engaging in .skirmishes with
smugglers and rebels. During one voyage three of his
men were killed and others wounded by natives of the
island of Ceram. In late 1636 he was senior officer on the
Banda, which arrived in The Netherlands on 1 August
1637. He returned, accompanied by his wife, to the
company’s base at Batavia (Jakarta), Dutch East Indies,
as skipper of the Enge/, in which he patrolled until May
1639.

The company was then enjoying great prosperity, and
from 1639 to 1642 Tasman sought cargo and booty in
the north-west Pacific and along the coast of Asia,
including Japan, Formosa (Taiwan), Cambodia and
Sumatra. A high death toll through disease was com-
mon, and the Dutch vessels were generally unseaworthy.
On one voyage, commanding a fleet of three ships, Tas-
man was fortunate to return safely to Batavia after the
other two ships were lost in a storm.

On 1 August 1642 the governor general and council-
lors of the company resolved to send an expedition to the
‘still unexplored South- and East-land [Australia and
South Americal’, which had been partly discovered by
Dutch mariners. They wished to ascertain if exploitable
southern lands, or a sea passage across the Pacific to
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Staten Landt (Chile), existed. With the experienced
hydrographer Franz Jacobszoon Visscher as chief pilot,
Tasman commanded a convoy of two small ships: his
flagship, the yacht Heemskerck, and an armed transport
ship, Zeehaen.

In accordance with lengthy instructions, on 14 August
they sailed west from Batavia to Mauritius, where they
stayed for one month, making repairs and taking on
supplies. They then sailed due south until unpleasantly
cold conditions forced them back to the 45th parallel,
which they followed eastwards until they sighted the
mountains of southern Tasmania on 24 November. Tas-
man named this new land Antony Van Diemen’s Land,
after the governor general of Batavia. They skirted it
from North Bay, on the west coast, to St Patrick Head,
on the east, finding evidence of inhabitants without see-
ing them. After taking on fresh water and planting a
company flag, they continued east from Tasmania on 4
December.

About noon on 13 December a ‘large land, uplifted
high’ (the Southern Alps of New Zealand between pre-
sent day Hokitika and Abut Head) was sighted. Tasman
named it Staten Landt, thinking it the part of South
America named by Jacob Le Maire. The ships sailed
north past Cape Foulwind, reaching Cape Farewell on 16
December. Sailing along Farewell Spit, they saw smoke.
On the evening of 18 December Tasman and his men
became the first known Europeans to encounter Maori.
The ships anchored in Golden Bay; lights were seen on
shore and two boats came out to inspect the ships from a
distance. A trumpet-like noise was heard, and Tasman’s
crew replied with a trumpet. Their anchorage has been
identified as Wharewharangi Bay, and the inhabitants as
Maori of Ngati Tumatakokiri.

Next day, 19 December, a boat approached with 13
men on board, who called out. They were shown white
cloth and knives as gifts by Tasman’s men, but returned
to shore. Tasman noted that the occupants were ‘of ordi-
nary height but rough in voice and bones, their colour
between brown and yellow’. They had black hair, which
was fastened at the back and adorned with a large white
feather, and wore square cloaks, tied in front of the
throat, with a square plate around the neck. Their boats
consisted of two long canoes lashed together, with planks
laid across for seating. Seven more craft, one with a high
prow, came out to the ships. The Heemskerck's small boat
was sent to the Zeehaen with the quarter master and six
oarsmen, to warn the crew to be on their guard and not
to let too many on board. Returning, the boat was
rammed by one of the canoes and the sailors were
attacked with paddles and ‘short thick pieces of wood’.
Three were killed and one mortally wounded; the quarter
master and two others swam to Tasman'’s ship and were
picked up by its sloop. One of the dead was taken by the
attackers, and the canoes sped back to shore out of range
of the muskets and cannon which opened fire from both
ships. As the ships weighed anchor and set sail, 11
canoes approached and were fired on. The leading boat
and one occupant were struck by canister shot. Tasman
named the place Moordenaers (Murderers) Bay (Golden
Bay).

Sailing east, the fleet reached the Manawatu coast of
the North Island the next day, then tacked across the
entrance of Cook Strait without discovering the passage
between the North and South Islands. Anchoring east of
Stephens and D'Utville islands, they weathered a storm
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and celebrated the first Christmas din
Zealand, with pork and extra rations of win
up the west coast of the North Island, too
see Mt Taranaki. On 28 December a high
seen, Karioi Mountain, north of Raglan Harl
30 December they were probably north
Harbour. They reached Cape Maria ya,
(named after van Diemen’s wife) on 4 Janua
sighted Great Island, in the Three Kings ¢
January, wanting fresh water, they invest
island, but were discouraged by a rocky shore
surf, and by the 30 to 35 inhabitants who shg
rough loud voice’ and threw stones from the ¢

The fleer made a north-east course,
southern islands of the Tonga group on 21
where they finally obtained ample supplies of
water by trading with the islanders. Sailing or
February they sighted some of the northern islar
but did not land. They turned westwards, gy
prolonged storm, and experienced an earthquak
Reaching New Guinea in mid April, they nav
northern coastline and reached Batavia on 15 J

The governor general and councillors conside
expedition successful, and officers and men re
moderate reward. However, it was felt that
should have investigated more fully the land
discovered, to see if the new Staten Landt was |
the old. Another voyage was proposed for the fo
year, but the company’s managers in The Ne
rejected the idea. In the meantime Tasman and Vj

mapped from Torres Strait westward to Port
while looking for a possible passage to South Am
On 4 October 1644 Tasman’s rank of skippes
mander, which he had held since beginning
1642-43 voyage, was confirmed. From 1644 to 16
was a member of the council of justice at Batavia, €
ining ships’ journals and advising on navigation to
lon (Sri Lanka) and the Philippines. He was se
trading missions to Sumatra in 1646 and Siam (
land) in 1647. On 14 May 1648 he led a fleet of €
ships on an unsuccessful attempt to capture a Spa
silver-ship in the Philippines. At the Babuyan Island
28 August Tasman, drunk, attempted with his
hands to hang two sailors who had left their quart
supposedly disobeying orders. He was subsequently t
by the council of justice at Batavia, and on 23 Nove
1649 was suspended without salary, fined and ordered
pay compensation to one of the sailors, who had ne
died. He was reinstated 11 months later.
By 1653 Tasman had retired. He owned 288 2
town land in Batavia, and captained a small cargo sht
of which he was a part-owner. He described himself
ill, but not bedridden, when making his will on 10 Ap
1657. He died probably shortly before 22 October 165
when his will was verified, and was survived by his wif
Jannetje, his daughter, Claesjen, and grandchildre
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