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PREFACE

This Short History of Australia begins with a blank space on the map,
ang—ds with the record of a new name on the map, that of Anzac. It
ena;h our to elucidate the way in which the country was discovered, why
and hiow it was settled, the development of civilized society within it,
its political and social progress, mode of government, and relations,
histarical and actual, with the Empire of which it forms a part.

The aim of the author has been to make the book answer such questions as
might reasonably be put to it by an intelligent reader, who will of
course have regard to the limitations imposed by its size; and also to
present a picture of the phases through which the country has passed. At
the same time it is hoped that due importance has been given to
personality. History is a record of the doings of men living in
communities, not of blind, nerveless forces.

In a book written to scale, on a carefully prepared plan, it was not
possible to deal more fully with some events about which various readers
might desire to have more information. On some of these the author would
have liked to write at greater length. The student who works much at any
section of history finds many aspects which require more adequate

.. treatment than they have yet received. In Australian history there are
i spaces which need closer study than has yet been accorded to them.
.“*%~_ hoped that the bibliographical notes at the end of the volume,
brief though they be, will assist the reader, whose thirst is not
assuaged by what is to be found within these covers, to go to the wells
and draw for himself.

An excellent Australasian Atlas, published while this book was in

p/~ ration, has been found useful by the author. Dr. J. G. Bartholomew
J;T'Jr. K. R. Cramp, who have produced it, call it an Australasian
School Atlas [Note: The maps on pages 22, 79, 119, 221, and 230 are
copied from this atlas.](Oxford University Press, 1915); but the author
ventures to commend its series of beautiful historical maps (pp. 47-54)
to any reader of this History who desires to obtain in a convenient form
more geographical information than is afforded by the maps herein
engraved.

THE UNIVERSITY,
MELBOURNE,
July 16, 1916.
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company in Holland looked to him to do more than expand the boundaries of
human knowledge. They were commercial people, whose main concern was to
make profit. So Van Diemen directed that, if gold and silver were found,
and the natives did not understand the value of them, they were to be
kept ignorant. 'Appear as if you were not greedy for them, and if gold
or silver is offered in any barter you must feign that you do not value
those metals, showing them copper, zinc, and lead, as if those metals
were of more value with us.'

By 1642, when Tasman was commissioned to command the first voyage of
exploration, he had already had nearly ten years of service in the East,
and had rendered distinguished service to his nation there. Van Diemen
placed two ships under his command, the HEEMSKERK and the ZEEHAEN, and
sent with him as pilot Franz Visscher, an experienced officer, who drew
up the plan of the voyage. The object of it was to explore with the hope
of opening up fresh avenues for trade and of finding a more convenient
route to South America, where the Dutch were aiming at the extension of
their commerce in defiance of Spain. Sailing from Batavia on August

14, 1642, Tasman's ships made a wide circuit in the Indian Ocean,
touching at Mauritius, and then running southward until they encountered
tempestuous weather. They reached the high latitude of 49 degrees, when,
upon Visscher's advice, Tasman decided to move back again into warmer
seas. In latitude 42 they scudded along before westerly gales until, on
November 24, the look-out man gave warning of land ahead. They wore, in
fact, within sight of the country which its discoverer named Van Diemen's
Land, and which now bears the name of Tasman himself. His landfall is
believed to have been near the entrance of Macquarie Harbour, on the west
coast of the island, within sight of the two mountains which Flinders in
1798 named, after Tasman's ships, Mounts Heemskerk and Zeehaen.

Coasting round the south of the island, Tasman planted the flag of Prince
Frederick Henry, the Standtholder of the Netherlands, as a symbol of
taking possession; and on December 4 he sailed east. Nine days later he
sighted the west coast of the south island of New Zealand and anchored

in Massacre Bay—-so called because three of his crew were killed there by
Maoris. 'This is the second land we have discovered,' recorded Tasman in
his journal; 'it appears to be a very fine country.' His name for it was
Staten Land, in honour of the States-General of Holland. To the sea
between Van Diemen's Land and New Zealand the discoverer gave the name

of Abel Tasman's Passage, in the erroneous belief that New Zealand was
part of the Great Southern Continent-—the mysterious Terra Australis
Incognita——and that this stretch of ocean was simply a strait between it
and New Holland. In recent years the British Admiralty has, very
appropriately, upon its charts, adopted the name of Tasman Sea for the
waters between Australia and New Zealand.

After leaving New Zealand Tasman sailed into the Pacific, calling at the
Friendly Islands, and thence made his way home round by the north coast
of New Guinea, reaching Batavia on June 15, 1643, after a voyage of ten
months, in which he had achieved discoveries of capital importance.

In a second voyage of 1644 Tasman set out to find a passage between New
Guinea and the land to the southward of it, which the Dutch now fully
understood to be of vast extent. They did not of course know that Torres
had actually been through the passage thirty-eight years before: that was
a fact of which they could not be aware. If Tasman could find a strait

he was to sail through it, and travel as far as Van Diemen's Land, thence
making for the islands of St. Peter and St. Francis, and returning to
Batavia by the coast of the Land of the EENDRAGT. It is evident that if
Tasman had accomplished this task, he would have demonstrated Australia
to be an island continent, and the whole mystery about Terra Australis
would have been cleared up. But for reasons which are not apparent (the
journals of Tasman's 1644 voyage are not extant, so that we do not know
what his difficulties were), he did not find the passage, and returned to
Batavia in August without penetrating to the Pacific by that route. He
probably gave the name Carpentaria to the land which he concluded was
joined to New Guinea, thus honouring a former Governor-General, Pieter
Carpenter (1622-8).

After Tasman's voyages the Dutch commenced to use the name New Holland
for the land which they believed to comprehend Van Diemen's Land and the
entire region north of De Wit's Land; though they had never been upon the
east coast.

The great period of Dutch exploration in Australasia ended with Tasman
and Van Diemen. There are no names to compare with theirs for breadth of
scope and splendour of accomplishment. But a very great piece of work had
been done. The Dutch had, by accidental discoveries and by planned
investigations, gained a knowledge of the coastline of Australia from

the Gulf of Carpentaria to the Bight, and had added New Zealand and Van
Diemen's Land to the sphere. The map as Tasman left it in 1644 remained
practically unaltered until after Cook's voyage of 1770@.
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