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WYNYARD W40 

Wynyard, Robert Henry 1802-1864

Soldier, artist, administrator, provincial superintendent 

W40 

According to family information, Robert Henry Wyny­
ard was born on 24 December 1802, at Windsor Castle, 
Berkshire, England; he was baptised in London on 13 
February 1803. He was the younger son of Jane Glad­
win, lady-in-waiting to Queen Charlotte, and her hus­
band, William Wynyard, colonel of the 5th Regiment of 
Foot, depury adjutant general, and equerry to George III. 
After attending a school in Dunmow, Essex, Robert 
Wynyard followed family tradition in choosing a military 
career. In February 1819 he was appointed ensign in the 
85th (Duke of York's Own Light Infantry) Regiment 
and in 1826 was transferred to the 58th (Rutlandshire) 
Regiment of Foot. Although he served for some years in 
England, it was in Malta, on 12 August 1826, that he 
married Anne Catherine McDonell, daughter of Hugh 
McDonell, the British consul general at Algiers. They 
were to have four sons. 

From 1828 to 1841 Robert Wynyard served in Ire­
land on the staff of the adjutant general, and was pro­
moted to major in 1841. Recalled to England in 1842, 
he was appointed to command the 58th Regiment and 
promoted to lieutenant colonel. In 1844 the regiment 
was posted to Sydney, Australia. Shortly after their arri­
val, however, Wynyard, with 200 troops, was ordered to 
New Zealand to augment the forces deployed in the Bay 
of Islands against Hone Heke and Kawiti. Wynyard was 
one of the parry who stormed Ruapekapeka on 11 Janu­
ary 1846. In recognition of his services in the northern 
war he was created CB. 

In December 1846 the Wynyards returned to New 
South Wales, but Robert Wynyard was again posted to 
New Zealand in 1847. Over the next 11 years they 
entertained lavishly in their home at Official Bay, Auck­
land. This period is documented in a series of 
watercolours and drawings executed by Wynyard. In 
18 5 1 he was appointed, on the death of Major General 
G. D. Pitt, to command the forces in New Zealand,
amounting to some 1,000 imperial troops and the 500
Fencibles in the Auckland pensioner settlements. He held
this command until 1858, being promoted to colonel in
1854. From April 1851 to March 1853 Wynyard held
the position of lieutenant governor of New Ulster, to
which he was appointed by Governor George Grey. Grey
gave him only limited powers, but in this capacity he
inaugurated the first municipal corporation, in Auck­
land. Aided by Bishop George Selwyn and Chief Justice
William Martin, he also successfully obtained consent
from Ngati Tama-te-ra and Ngati Raupunga to
goldmining in the Coromandel area, and later the
Thames, Karangahake, Waihi and Te Aroha fields. The
subsequent exploitation of these goldfields was to have
major consequences for the economic development of
Auckland province.

In 1853, when Grey proceeded to implement the 
provincial government provisions of the 1852 constitu­
tion, Wynyard was persuaded to stand for the office of 
superintendent of Auckland province. Despite refusing 
to canvass for votes, he won the election after a bitter 
contest between the Auckland Constitutional Associa­
tion, which had nominated him, and the supporters of 
the Progress Party, who called for representative govern-
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ment and cheap land. His success was in large part due 
to the support of the military pensioners and government 
servants and appointees in the province. 

When Grey departed for England at the end of 1853, 
Wynyard, as the senior military officer in the colony, 
became acting governor, assuming office on 3 January 
1854. For 12 months he held both elective office and the 
acting governorship in addition to his army appoint­
ments. This aggregation of power gave fresh ammunition 
to those opposed to the rule of autocratic governors 
responsible only to Whitehall. Eventually, in January 
1855, Wynyard resigned the superintendency following 
instruction from the secretary of state for the colonies, 
George Grey. 

In spite of his earlier lack of confidence in Wynyard's 
political expertise, Governor Grey had left to his stand-in 
the daunting task of completing the implementation of 
the New Zealand Constitution Act 1852. This involved 
inaugurating the first New Zealand parliament, and 
defining the respective powers of the provincial and cen­
tral governments. Wynyard had the aid of the Executive 
Council, including the attorney general, William Swain­
son, the colonial treasurer, Alexander Shepherd, and the 
colonial secretary, Andrew Sinclair. He was also advised 
unofficially by Edward Gibbon Wakefield, MHR for 
Hutt, until the House forbade this. When he addressed 
the first General Assembly in the hastily erected parlia­
ment building in Auckland on 27 May 1854, Wynyard 
emphasised that his powers were circumscribed and his 
responsibility was to the Crown. The Assembly then 
proceeded to pass a resolution proposed by Wakefield 
calling for responsible government. On the advice of 
Swainson, and with the concurrence of the rest of the 
Executive Council, whose appointments would cease if 
this were acceded to, Wynyard declared that he had no 
power to do so. James Edward FirzGerald, MHR for 
Lyttelton, and Henry Sewell, MHR for Christchurch, 
however, argued that there were no legal obstacles to 
such a step. This view was later confirmed by the secre­
tary of state for the colonies. 

There ensued a period in which government was car­
ried on by the old executive in the face of opposition 
from the newly elected members. Wynyard made various 
attempts to solve this impasse, including appointing four 
elected members to the executive. However, prevented 
by the existing incumbents from exercising power, they 
resigned. Eventually, Wynyard obtained approval for the 
introduction of responsible government and authority for 
pensioning off the senior officials who formed the old 
Executive Council. The new General Assembly met on 8 
August 1855. 

The delay in calling the General Assembly, and the 
failure to introduce responsible as well as representative 
government, resulted in a deadlock that allowed provin­
cial interests to become entrenched at the expense of 
central government. The blame for the confusion which 
arose appears to lie not so much with Wynyard as with 
the Colonial Office for omitting mention of responsible 
government in its instructions. It also lies to some extent 
with Grey. Calling the General Assembly himself would 
have meant grasping the nettle of settler opposition to 
the rule of governors. As an experienced governor, Grey 
was much better equipped to do this, but instead he left 
it to an interim administrator, whom he had not trusted 
with any great freedom of action as lieutenant governor 
of New Ulster, and had omitted to brief on the niceties 

of the British constitution. The frustrations of the parlia­
mentarians were vented on Wynyard instead of on the 
distant Grey. 

In September 1855 the new governor, Thomas Gore 
Browne, arrived to take over from Wynyard. After 20 
srormy months as_ acting governor, Wynyard resumed his 
military duties. In 1858 the 58th Regiment was recalled 
to England, where Wynyard was promoted to major 
general. The following year he was sent to South Africa 
as officer commanding and lieutenant governor of Cape 
Colony, once again with Grey as governor. Wynyard 
deputised as governor and high commissioner of Cape 
Colony from August 1859 to July 1860, and from 
August 1861 to January 1862. In 1863 he returned with 
Anne Wynyard to England in ill health. On his retire­
ment he was promoted to lieutenant general and 
appointed colonel of the 98th Regiment of Foot. He died 
in London on 6 January 1864. Anne Wynyard returned 
to Auckland, where she remained a prominent social 
figure until her death on 2 November 1881. 

A competent staff officer, Robert Wynyard was 
endowed with sound practical sense and average ability. 
He was a tall, handsome man, with a patrician style and 
much charm. A later military writer described him as 
'undoubtedly the most popular man who ever came to 
New Zealand'. Henry Sewell, however, was less compli­
mentary: 'He was a weak but well-meaning man who 
might have done better had he fallen into better hands.' 
Thrust into the maelstrom of politics, Wynyard was 
forced to wield executive power at a juncture unique in 
New Zealand history. However inept and ill advised, he 
was nevertheless the prime mover in the constitutional 
changes in the period of transition from colonial to par­
liamentary government. FRANK ROGERS 
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Yate, William 1802-1877

Missionary, writer 

William Yate was born on 3 November 1802 and bap­
tised in Bridgnorth, Shropshire, England, the son of 
Betty and John Yate of the parish of St Mary Magda­
lene. He was brought up in Bridgnorth, and at the age of 
14 was apprenticed to a grocer. After finishing his 
apprenticeship, he determined to become a missionary. 
His motivation was, in part, the desire to better himself. 
He. attended the Church Missionary Society's teaching 
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institution at Islington, London, in 1825. There he 
acquired all his formal education. He was ordained dea­
con on 18 December 1825, and priest, specifically for 
work in the 'Colonies', on 21 May 1826. Having spent a 
year as a curate at St Swithin's Church in east London, 
Yate sailed in 1827 for New Zealand as a CMS settler. 
After a brief stay with Samuel Marsden, chaplain of New 
South Wales, at Parramatta, he arrived at Paihia, on the 
missionary vessel Herald, on 19 January 1828. He was 
to work among the Maori at the Bay of Islands until 
June 1834. 

Yate's tasks were to make a study of the Maori 
language, and to teach in the mission schools. Considered 
'intelligent and gifted', he acquired, at least in English­
speaking circles, a reputation as a powerful preacher. 
Much of his time was spent, with William Williams and 
William Puckey, in preparing the first mission texts. In 
1830 he was sent to Sydney to print their first effort: 5 50 
copies of an untitled collection of biblical extracts, the 
Ten Commandments, some hymns, and two catechisms 
in Maori. He brought back a printing press. However, 
his own craftsmanship was not a success. He managed to 
produce a few hymn sheets and another catechism, Ko te 
katikihama III (1830), before 'forswearing the business 
as hopeless'. In November 1832 he returned to Sydney 
with the manuscripts of two further booklets to be 
printed: Ko te pukapuka inoinga, a collection of prayers, 
hymns and catechisms; and Ko te tahi wahi o te 
kawenata hott o ihu karaiti te ariki, a selection of scrip­
tural passages. By March 1833, 1,800 copies of the first 
had been printed, and a similar-sized edition of the 
second soon followed. This work was the beginning of 
the substantial publication of scriptural texts in Maori. 

Yate also had published, in London in 1836,. transla­
tions of letters written to him by Maori men and women 
seeking confirmation in their new faith. They reveal the 
intensely emotional experience of conversion that Y ate 
expected of them, and on which he fed. He worked 
primarily at Kerikeri and Waimate North, and initiated 
the Puriri station in the Thames in December 1833. In 
June 1834 he left for England without permission. The 
visit was ostensibly to fetch his sister, Sarah, and to 
recruit others. On the voyage he drafted from his work­
ing journals the manuscript of An accottnt of New 
Zealand; and of the formation and progress of the Church 
Missionary Society's mission in the northern island. The 
earliest published history of the mission, it went through 
two editions in 1835. But it was printed without the 
knowledge of his fellow workers and was received by 
them with considerable anger. They considered that it 
unduly elevated his personal role and had misrepresented 
their real difficulties. 

Y ate also launched a successful campaign for money 
for the Waimate church. He acted against the will of 
both the CMS in London and the missionary settlers in 
New Zealand, who considered that W aimate was too 
small for such a grand edifice. Y ate insisted that it be 
considered as his church; vanity and a sense of self­
righteousness pervade his correspondence in all these 
matters. Momentarily famous in England, he gave evi­
dence before the House of Commons' Select Committee 
on Aborigines in February 1836, was entertained by 
William IV at Brighton Pavilion, and had his portrait 
painted in miniature by the fashionable society artist C. 
John M. Whichelo. It reveals a thin-faced, bespectacled, 
elegant young parson. Flushed with his successes, he 
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