287)

Walker, R., 1990

N



MI Research
(Walker, R., 1990: 287)


PENGUIN BOOKS

Penguin Books (NZ) Ltd, 182-190 Wairau Road, Auckland 10, New Zealand
Penguin Books Ltd, 27 Wrights Lane, London W8 5TZ, England
Viking Penguin Inc., 40 West 23rd Street, New York, New York 10010, USA
Penguin Books Australia Ltd, 487 Maroondah Highway, Ringwood, Australia 3134

Penguin Books Canada Ltd, 2801 John Streer; Markham, Ontario, Canada L3R 1B4

Penguin Books Ltd, Registered Offices: Harmondsworth, Middlesex, England

First published 1990
19305 9:0016: 86 42

Copyright © Ranginui Walker, 1990
All rights reserved

Editorial services Michael Gifkins and Associates
Designed by Richard King
Typeset by Typocrafters Ltd
Printed by Australian Print Group, Maryborough, Vic.

Except in the United States of America, this book is sold subject to the
condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent; re-sold, hired
out or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior consent in any form of
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar
condition including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

Mythology

 Te Hekenga o Nga Waka
'“,fJga Korero o Nehera
Nga Tikanga Maort
Tauiwt

Takahi Mana

' Ka Whawhai Tonu Marou
Te Ana o te Raiona

) Nga Pou o e Twi

. Mana Maori Motuhake

| Nga Totohe ki Tawiwi

5 Ma te Ture te Ture e Patu
Epilogue

"ppendices

ylossary

References

CONTENTS

24
44
63
78
98
117
135

160

186
220
248
248
289
295
300
317
325




286 Ka Whawhai Tonu Mawu

departments, ostensibly committed by bgovemment decree 10 the

principles of the Treaty of Waitangi, biculturalism and delivering
equity to Maori people. The new ideology of. partnership between
Government and Maori was to be implemented by devolution of some
resources and  government programmes to iwi authorities. Korg
Wetere and Dr Reedy had the task of meeting tribes on their marge
to pursuade them to accept the proposals in Partnership Perspectives.
~ Sir Graham Latimer, president of the Maori ‘Council; called on the
people to oppose the disestablishment of the department instead of
sitting around like ‘stunned mullet’.?® He said despite its faults, the
department had acted as a buffer between the Government and
Maoridom. :

Over 400 people who met with the minister at Orakei Marae in
Auckland opposed the Government’s plan. Instead they wanted the
department restructured.'® The bulk of the submissions received on
the policy proposals opposed the closure of the department. These
the minister brushed off lightly, saying, ‘There may not have been
total acceptance of the proposals in He Tirohanga Rangapu, but there
is no argument that Maori people themselves want a greater say in
their own destiny.””" This non sequitur imputed that the course
unilaterally decided upon by Government was in fact giving them a
greater say. ;

Kaupapa fbr Nationhood in the Twenry-first Century

The saving grace in the Government’s policy statement, called Pari-
‘nership Response,'°* is the affirmation of Government objectives. These
‘include honouring the ‘principles of the Treaty of Waitangi;
eliminating the gaps that exist between the educational, personal,
social, economic and cultural well-being of Maori people ‘and the
general population; promoting economic development arnd  self-
sufficiency for Maori people; dealing quickly and justly with
grievances under the Treaty of Waitangi; allocating resources to Maori
language and culture to enable the development of a unique New
Zealand identity; promoting Maori participation in decision-making in
the machinery of government and encouraging Maori participation in
the political process. These goals the Maori have pursued for 150
years, but were consistently thwarted by the necrotic process of colon-
isation and Pakeha control. This official statement of policy from
Government has at least provided Maori people with a charter for the
fulfilment of their aspirations, and a document against which they can
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measure the performance of subsequent governments and their
ureaucrats. :
While the Government took measures through an Implementation
Committee and an Iwi Transition Agency to action its plan for devol-

‘tion and replacement of the Department of Maori Affairs by a
Ministry of Maori Policy, Maori leaders laid their own pgans. On 24
une 1989, Sir Hepi Te Heuheu, paramount chief of Tuwharetoa,
onvened an inter-tribal hui at Taupo where it was resolved to form
. a congress of tribes. Given the history of colonisation,. and the bifur-
cated political response of the tribes through Kotahitanga and the
- Kauhanganui, unification was inevitable. Driven by the' recovery of
heir stolen humanity, the affirmation of Maori identity, and Fhe
yowerful ethos ‘of the cultural renaissance, it was the obvious political
' response to a government that directed rgt}?er t}lan listened to th.e
people. For the Maori, the inheritors of a millenial culture, theirs s
a struggle without end into the world of light. They knoW thc? sun has
et on the empire that colonised them. They know too it will set on
the coloniser even if it takes a thousand years. They will triumph in
_the end, because they are the tangata whenua.




