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Jas invited to accept the Governor-Generalship shortly after the
Rlicipal elections in 1989, when I had been so triumphantly elected
jead the new amalgamated City of Auclkland. There had been press
Jrulation for some time that in a term in which the Centennial of -

. ‘ ﬁ§uﬁ"rage would be celebrated a woman might be the next =
Jvernor-General. 1 got the odd Sunday-night call from reporters —
Bt always scemed to be the time when they were scrabbling around
k2 story for the next day. I gave them short shrift. The thought that
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any gov 1 i
beﬁ ff :rﬁ;nizzicovz;uld appoint a divorced v. . .aan was simply be
Bob rang me one night to alert me 1
getting a call from Prime Minister Geoi;:e;}gali:(r tEltthI San
lé my memory that Bob ever breached Cabinet conﬁdam."na;ﬁyrSt Vs
thicsof.ﬁ'cy P.alme.r rang a few days later, I had still not come to tef;ns :
| answlg::i:;;e ideapHe said I could think about it but he wanted g
- two weeks. The Q;een was coming to New Zealand -
~ the Commonwealth Games early the following year, and she wan
1 announce the name of the next Governor-General v:rhilc she va:sn
| E}f})untr){»App‘)a.renﬂy she had been told about former National Pri d
ister Sir Ke’lth Holyoake's appointment as Governor-General j ;
| 2(1; she was getting on the plane to leave New Zealand after a t q
| © we'n the ‘uproar that greeted his elevation, 1 suspect she didnt w: : 3
risk it again and wanted another, possibly controversial, appoi s
made public while she was still in the country. i
1 agonised over the decision. How could I betray th
Auckland, who had just given me such a vote of confidence? “
cost of a by-election on the new boundaries would be eno:rll(;is O
| ;};Z ?;li:rulllznd, 1t. was 2 huge' compliment and an exciting pros-pc .
} e icl>y w}}:(r)o:;;l; ghc pehsw'n f;r my old age. I finally confided ing
. , who me out in short order. ‘Keep on ing like’
It}hl_s Tnd‘you will pro,bably have a stroke. Then thcfe wil?vl(:;:r):rt!f "‘.
t}}:'ce Oecnon. a}nyway! I accepted, with the proviso that the Leader ofy
.PPOSl'ClOn was told and that he had no objections. I was k
exI‘)e-nenced about electoral prospects by that time and <;ou1d m:hre:‘
writing on the wall for that rightist Labour Government g
There would be 10 months to go before I would take oﬂi.
fulfil at least part of my contract with Auckland. But it was an ‘
z;l:;mforta;lylong time to be a‘lame duck’ Mayor. After the announcem-
e ;s ma e,Ii/IcaIled a press conference to make the point that if I were 1
o ain as Mayor O.f Auckland in the meantime I couldn’t do that ‘
jG prc;)e]rjly 1f, every time I spoke out, it was reported that ‘Governor- -
anzn:hﬂe Iemgnafe says ... The press treated me well in this regard L
b Ir’em;m(;:d Mayor, referred to me as such. With one or two :
e , I've had a pretty good relationship with the press. I try to l
p them do their jobs and they have usually given me a fair go.
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