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' Statutory Officers

1 Regional Public Health Services

The new National Public Health Service brings together functions from Te
Hiringa Hauora, the Ministry of Health, and public health units into a unified
operational service. It works towards pae ora (healthy futures) by
engaging with the wider determinants that impact on people’s health,
focusing on oranga/wellbeing, prevention, protection and population-
level intervention.

The National Public Health Service partners with Te Aka Whai Ora - the
Maori Health Authority and Te Pou Hauora Tumatanui — the Public Health
Agency to work alongside whdnau, communities, and other sectors;
drawing on Matauranga Mdori and data to provide health promotion,
prevention, and health protection at local, regional, and national levels.
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People in public health focus on environmental health, communicable
disease control, tobacco control and health promotion programmes.
Many of these services include a regulatory component performed by
statutory officers appointed under various statutes, though principally
under the Health Act 1956.

Statutory Officers

Most statutory officers are designated by the Director-General of Health
under the Health Act 1956. These officers — medical officers of health and
health protection officers — are accountable to, and subject to direction
from, the Director-General. This ensures central oversight of regulatory
functions.

The Director-General also appoints statutory officers under a range of
other Acts, in particular the Smoke-free Environments Act 1990, the
Tuberculosis Act 1948, and the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms
Act 1996. City and district councils also appoint environmental health
officers under the Health Act, who assist councils to perform their
environmental health functions under the Act.

Regional Public Health Services
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Also in this section

National Public Health Service
Public Health Contacts

Non-governmental organisations

Related content

oOur local health websites

Find your local Te Whatu Ora
website to understand what
services are available to you and
your whdnau closest to home.
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Public Health Contacts
Contact details for regional
organisations working in public
health.
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