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proved impossible to make any impression on the people, even in
districts where Te Kotahitanga was being held.
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Carroll’s attitude to the bills introduced by Wi and lieke fol-
lowed the lines of a speech he gave at the Waitangi meeting
of April 1892 where he claimed that the act admitting Maori
representation had, in more practical form, fulfilled the spirit
of the Constitution Act. The legislature had done all it could to
ameliorate the conditions of the Maori race and had moved in the
direction of:

consummating the behest contained in the Treaty of
Waitangi, to make the Natives British subjects in every
particular way. '’

The majority of Maori themselves felt that the provision of
the act of 1900 establishing the New Zealand Maori Council
represented the maximum concessions that they could expect from
the government. Ngati Porou, one of the few tribes that had never
had any serious quarrel with the government, called the meeting
at Waiomatatini on 21 March 1902, which brought to a close the
ten-year-old Kotahitanga movement. At that meeting Wi pointed
out to the assembled tribes that the purpose of Te Kotahitanga had
been to make the voice of the Maori people heard. The perception
was that Maori grievances were being heard and the government
had heeded the cry of the people and the movement should be
brought to its end:

It has not done away with wrong doing but its progeny
has emerged in the world, the act of 1900 ... There
is no work for the Kotahitanga Movement today. Let
each Council show its grievances to the House and
show its wishes."

Itis significant to note that the tribes of the west and east coasts
of the North Island were in the majority at the meeting to bring Te
Kotahitanga to an end. These people had suffered the least loss of



