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¢« Hamilton, 12th Maxrch,

“ On Sunday the Premier, Mr. Carroll, and party, accompanied by the Mayor and Councillors
of Hamilton and a number of residents of that place and Te Awamutu, visited the celebrated
Waitomo Caves.

¢ This morning the Premier and Mr. Carroll drove out from Hamilton to a Native meeting af
Hukenui, twelve miles distant. They were accompanied by Mr. George Wilkinson, Government
Native Agent ; Mr. G.. Mueller, Crown Lands Commissioner ab Auckland ; and Mr. W. A. Graham.
The Native settlement was by the roadside, and on the approach of the visitors the Natives received
the party with the usual demonstrations of welcome. The visitors were conducted to the centre of
the marae.

“ The Demands of the Natwes.

«Mana Tamehana, alias Taingakawa, chief of the Ngatihaua Tribe (Premier of Native Parlia-
ment, and second son of William Thompson, the celebrated king-maker), was the first speaker.
He said that their first request was that the Premier should remove all taxes from Native land ;
and their next request was that he should nolonger allow the Native Land Court to have jurisdiction
over Native land. The Natives likewise wished to have returned to them certain lands which
had been handed over to the Government for school purposes and had never been utilised.
They now wanted their lands back, in order that they might apply them to other purposes.
Moreover, it was their desire to be relieved entirely from the dox-tax, and that the chiefs and hapus
should be allowed to decide whether surveys should be made or not over their lands, and that Acts
for the settlement of the land by the Government should not affect Maori lands. They also wished
that Native tribunals should be left to deal with cases arising between the Maoris themselves, and
that the Maoris should have representation on the Bench in respect of cases between Natives and
I]\E}Iuropeans. Tt was also their wish that Buropeans should be prohibited from lending money to

atives.

«The Premier, in reply, said he had come a long distance to meet them in response o their
invitation. He had listened attentively and had noted down all they had said, but there were much
larger questions quite untouched that he knew they wanted to speak about. If what they had said
so far was all they desired to speak about, it had not been worth while for him to come there, but
he knew there was something more important behind. He recognised in them the mouthpieces of
the Waikato Natives, and he expected and invited them to speak their minds freely. He wished to

" know how they desired the land to be dealt with—whether tribally through committees appointed for

the purpose by themselves or individually. Only the other day a serious breach of the law had
occurred in the Lower Waikato, by which they had defied the majesty of the law, and had injured
themselves. He desired to know how far they were connected with this breach of the law. This
was the first time the Maoris had a visit from a Native Minister who was also Premier of the colony.
Tt was his desire to be Minister for the Maoris, and not Minister against the Maoris. He could
only help them by their trusting himself and the Government, and being frank and open. He was,
therefore, prepared to listen to all they had to say. After they had said all they wished, he would
explain to them the mind and intentions of the Government.

«Tutua te Ngakau said that, although the matters so far spoken of had often been brought
under the notice of the Government, no reply had ever been received from the Government. The
Premier’s question as to how they wished their lands to be dealt with was met by Tana’s request
that surveys should only be allowed by the chiefs and the hapus, and so also should the settlement

of the people upon the land. It should rest with the chiefs and the Native people who owned the.

land. With regard to the recent trouble to which the Premier had alluded, they knew nothing
about it, and Tawhiao was also ignorant of it. The reason he had for saying this was that he had
received a letter from Tawhiao, who stated when in Auckland recently he saw the chief Hori
Kulkutai, who told him there was considerable trouble in connection with Opuatia Block, which
was owned by his tribe, and that the person causing the trouble was Kerei Kaihau, alias Te Maihau.
Tawhiao, in reply to Hori Kukutai, said, ‘ Send that man (Kerei Kaihau) back to his own people.
You are the person to manage affairs in regard to Opuatia.’ This was all that had taken place
between Tawhiao and Kukutai. :

“The Premier: Very good.

« Wiremu Paitaki (Ngatipaoa), Waata Tipa (Ngatipaoa and Thames), Pohutuhutu (Ngatipaoa
and Piako) also spoke to similar effect. h

«Te Puke (an important chief of the Waikato Tribe) supported Tana's views in respect of the
matters he had brought forward. A matter that affected them all in the Hukanui district was the
dog-tax. The collector came along, and as he was unable to speak Maori the Maori women could
not understand him. All the collector could say was ¢T'll shoot! I'll shoot!’ which put the women
and children in great fear.

«“The Premier said that Tawhiao had departed from the understanding to be present at this
Hukanui meeting, assigning as a reason that he had a dying relative at N garuawahia. Was the
case of one sick man more important than the case of all the Natives, who complained of being
very sick indeed on account of their land? He left that for Tawhiao to decide. He had arranged
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to receive a deputation of Europeans at N garuawahia, and if Tawhiao were present he would see

him also. 2 : ; L
« Mr. Carroll then addressed the Natives, introducing into the speech a Native waiata suitable

to the occasion.

« At this stage an adjournment was made to lunch, which was served in approved pakeha
faghion in a building specially erected for the occasion, and very neatly constructed.

«The meeting having been resumed, Tu Makere complained of the deduction of 3,000 acres
from the grant of 7,000 acres returned confiscated land given to William Thompson,

« The Premier promised to inquire if the details were sent him.

“Beveral other personal matters were brought forward, and inquiry promised, the Premier
gaying that legislation would be introduced next session to authorise exchanges of Native land and
the consolidation of Native interests.

“ Mr. Seddon’s Reply.

¢«The Premier then replied generally, expressing great pleagsure at the cordial welcome ac-
corded him. The quernment, he said, were determined to remove the Native difficulties, and the
Natives could all assist if they would but help themselves. The Government requested from them
their assistance. This was his object in travelling through the Island and meeting the Natives face
to face. That day they had followed the example of the Furopeans in banqueting him and his

colleague. He accepted this as a compliment paid to them, to their representative capacity, and

as evidence of their goodwill. He would speak plainly to them. They might not i
all he said, but at any rate they were his sincere cc?nvicti}:)ns. T g hesa

“ The Native-land Difficulty.

“ The Premier then referred to the increase of the European population, and t g
necessity for land, the gradual impoverishment and decadence gf thePNpatives t’hrough ]1?201::112%?11;
parting with their. land to private persons, and the paramount importance of effecting such
adjustment of matters as would insure the solution of the present difficulties, and the rapid
and systematic settlement of the surplus Native lands. The Furopean population was like
a lake constantly increasing in volume with no outlet. The Natives were like the banks of
the lake, and if no outlet was provided for the banked-up waters the time would come
when they would break down their banks and sweep everything before them. The flow
of water could not be arrested, but the banks could be preserved if the Natives would listen
and act according to wise counsels. By the Treaty of Waitangi their forefathers had ceded
sovereignty to the Queen, and secured the powerful protection of the British flag for themselves
and ‘their descendants. No other nation on the face of the globe had ever protected the aboriginals
like the British nation. Those who remained loyal remained in peaceful possession of their lands ;
those who rebelled had become landless and poor. There could not be two powers in New
Zealand. The authority of the Queen was supreme. There could not be two Parliaments, but
only one, in which Natives and Europeans were both represented. There could be only’ one
Premier, the head of the Government of the colony. Various districts possessed so-called or mock
Parliaments, for the discussion of political questions, which mock Parliaments had mock Ministers.
So, too, f.he Maqns had Pgrliaments. Te Whiti had one, there was another on the East Coast
and a third here in the Waikato. All these were merely advisory bodies having neither legislative
nor administrative power. The Maoris were represented both in Parliament and in the Cabinet
by persons of their own race. If more Governments were permitted in the colony than one their
lives would be endangered, and everything end in confusion.

“ The Opuatia Disturbance.

‘ The first news he goti on arrival at Te Kuiti was the news of the arrest of Natives at i
for defiance of the law. It deeply pained him. At great discomfort he and his c‘gllea,glgap::‘:;:'
engaged in a mission in the interest of the Natives—strengthening the banks of the lake, in fact
while other Natives were digging trenches in those banks, thus undoing the good work. "I lives
had been lost at Opuatia, all the Natives of the colony would have been punished—not physically
but by distrust taking the place of feelings of friendship and goodwill between the races. Mr.
Carroll and himself were labouring earnestly to promote the best interests of the Maoris but
occurrences such as he alluded to would tend to neutralise all their work. Kerei Kaihau and
hig associates had done the Native people more harm than had happened for years. When he
(Mr. Seddon) told the Parliament how good and sensible and peaceful and progressive the Maoris
were, the acts of Kerei Kaihau and his people would be thrown in his teeth. If the Native
Parliament or Tawhiao had any power, why did they not prevent Kerei Kaihau and his associates
acting as they had done, seeing that their interests were at stake? At any rate, an all-power-
ful Government had stepped in and the wrong-doers were now in custody. It was very satis-
factory to him to receive their assurance that day that Kaihau's proceedings had been
discountenanced by them. Were the Maoris degenerating? If not, why put forward their
women to do wrong, while the men hide behind bushes? Was it because they were ashamed, or




