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Massey University vice-chancellor Jan Thomas and Palmerston North mayor Grant Smith at 

her citizenship ceremony in August. 

The p otential effects of Massey University redundancies on Palmerston North's 
economic and social fabric have stirred civic leaders to sp eak up in defence of a

key part of the city's community. 

A Tertiary Education Union dep utation to the city council meeting on Wednesday 
sp elt out the ramifications for the city of what could add up to hundreds of job 
losses. 

Union vice-p resident Harvey Jones said the impact of losing some 200 staff from
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Fewer students on camp us, fewer staff and fewer courses would lead to not just a

decline in reputation for Massey University, but for the city, Jones said. 

More from Stuff: 

* Massey University students and staff living in limbo

* Tertiary Education Union 'appalled' over Massey University restructure

* Kiwis hooker Kieran Foran rocked by family tragedy just hours after Pacific

Championship victory

Union co-president Te Awatea Ward said morale was very low. 
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Union organiser Ben Schmidt said Massey University was a crucial part of the city, 

with its people an integral part of Palmerston North's community, its economy, 

sports, arts and culture. 

DAVID UNWIN/STUFF 

(_den Schmidt from the Tertiary Education Union has asked the Palmerston North City Council 
for help in protecting Massey University jobs. 

"We can't afford to lose these jobs from the city." 
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He said the city council had an important role to play in advocating for tertiary 

education, lobbying central government, MPs and the university to stop the cuts. 
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Palmerston North mayor Grant Smith acknowledges political parties' response to the region's 

calls for more central government investment. 

Cr Lorna Johnson said it would take a united effort to help to solve the university's 

l �hallenges.

"We can't let this university sink below the waves."

Cr Brent Barrett said the presentation about the cuts and their effects was

disturbing, and he supported efforts to ensure a strong university presence was

retained in the community.

One dissenting voice came from Cr Leonie Hapeta, who said it was hard, but

Massey should be supported in the tough decisions it needed to make.

Schmidt said after the meeting the union was heartened by the mayor and

councillors' support.

"This is a whole community issue that affects all of Palmerston North. These cuts

are not necessary."
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