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The Waitangi Tribunal at one of the hearings on the Hauraki claim in 2001: from left, John Kneebone, Te Wharehuia Milroy,
Augusta Wallace (Presiding Officer), and Evelyn Stokes. A Tribunal sitting has a presiding officer and usually between two
and four other members (at least one of them Maori). Members are chosen for their knowledge of the issues likely to come

before the Tribunal, and have included business people, academics and legal experts. waranai TrisunaL coLiection

documents that the Tribunal considered relevant. Hearings began when a casebook was ready,
which could take eighteen to twenty-four months. For a major hearing involving a number of
claims, a casebook might be thousands of pages in length. The first casebook to be completed
was for the Mohaka-ki-Ahuriri claim in northern Hawke’s Bay.

The 2000 review identified some problems in the Tribunal’s process: the hearings took too
long, the reports were not completed promptly enough, and the overall time-lapse meant that
the claimants’ mandate to progress the claim through hearings might collapse. (The mandate
is the authority given by a claimant group to its representatives.) The review laid the ground-
work for a new approach that would streamline the research, inquiry and reporting processes
so that claimants could move on to negotiation and settlement. The Tribunal wanted not only
greater efficiency but also a process that would drive the Crown and Maori more purposefully

toward settlement.
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Mete Kingi of Wanganui, who attended
the Kohimarama Conference, was the first
Member for Western Maori in the House of
Representatives, 1868-70. This photograph
was taken in Christchurch by A.C. Barker in

1 869. CANTERBURY MUSEUM, BARKER ALBUM 2, 420F

British withdrawal

As the war dragged on, many British troops and their officers came to the conclusion that they
were simply fighting for land on behalf of the settlers, against an enemy they respected. Many
settlers, too, were deeply disturbed that two peoples who had aimed to make a new nation
together had ended up in violent conflict. New Zealand’s resources were being stretched to
the limit, and by the end of the decade there was a widespread yearning for peace.

The fighting was drawing to an untidy conclusion as the last British troops left towards
the end of the 1860s; the British government determined to pour no more money into New
Zealand. The colonial government, now fully responsible for the Maori people, was more
Prepared to state openly that Maori had signed away their control of the country in 1840. But
it was sensitive to criticism from abroad of its policies and actions. Comments in the British
Parliament and British press on the New Zealand government’s treatment of Maori had often
been hostile and scathing through the 1860s. The Times — at first guarded in its criticism — had
Increasingly questioned the actions of the settler government.

Also vocal was the humanitarian lobby that had been so active in the years before 1840,
ehcouraging the Colonial Office to believe that settlement and the protection of Maori could
be reconciled and made to work in New Zealand. In 1840, the same voices had promoted the
idea of amalgamation, of the Maori inhabitants and British settlers eventually making ‘one

People’ — 5 goal that survived even in the midst of war and outrage. The idealism persisted:
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Governor visited the nort 1876, the main welcome was held at Te 1ii.

The first of the Nga Puhi parliaments opened at Te Tii in March 1881, with over three
thousand people attending, A meeting house, called Te Tiriti o Waitangi, had been specially
built. A stone monument inscribed with the words of the Treaty in Maori had been placed in
front of the house, where it still stands. The Union Jack flew over the grounds. The organisers
included the Nga Puhi chief Aperahama Taonui, who had signed the Treaty, and sons of others
who had signed. The discussion embraced Maori rights over foreshores, the return of confis-
cated lands, and the dog tax; but the main call of northern leaders was for a Maori parliament
to weld the people into a united body to fight for Treaty rights. They wanted to be associated
with the colonial government, but on Maori terms; they were not looking for separation.

William Rolleston, the Native Minister, attended. He was conciiiatory but firm: there
could be only one parliament; land confiscations were a ‘fait accompli’; and the foreshores
were for the use of all New Zealanders. To politicians such as Rolleston, a Maori population
of around fifty thousand did not justify the formation of separate political bodies. At most, the |
government was prepared to accept the existence of runanga (especially when Maori support
was needed), but would not encourage any Maori political organisation outside its control,
With only half-hearted commitment, the government passed a Native Committees Act in
1883. This was a response to the longstanding request for the Maori committees operating in
various districts throughout the country to have official recognition.

Maori had hoped that the Native Land Court would be supplanted by the committees, which

would determine customary title to land. But the Native Committees Act simply authorised

committees to advise the courts on customary title; the legislation fell far short of Maori requests
for self-government, and even the limited opportunities it offered for local management by
committees were deliberately frustrated by the government. Not surprisingly, Maori continued
to press for greater control of their affairs. Nga Puhi established independent committees in the
mid 1880s, and parliaments were held at Waitangi each year throughout the 1880s.

Petitions

In the 1880s, Maori turned to the colonial government, presenting hundreds of petitions to
Parliament, many featuring the Treaty. Maori were using their rights as British subjects to
petition and to claim justice, but the government and the courts found many reasons why
these pleas could remain unheard, their requests unmet.

Determined to explore other avenues for influencing government policy, Maori leaders
turned to Queen Victoria, with whom the Treaty had been made. She was the ‘great mother’
who had offered her protection in 1840. The idea of sending a Maori deputation to Britain had "
long been promoted by sympathetic Pakeha, and had been encouraged by the Aborigines
Protection Society in Britain.

Two separate deputations took petitions to London: a group from Nga Puhi in 1882, and a
Waikato party led by King Tawhiao in 1884. Both groups claimed to represent the af
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illiam Jervois holding a meeting with Waikato chiefs at Kawhia in 1884. The government wanted the King Country

settlement and Kawhia Harbour opened for shipping. At the time of the meeting, Tawhiao and his party were in
aling against this sort of pressure being exerted on the Waikato people.

AEXANDER TURNBULL LIBRARY, 25749
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~coherent and fully fic%('iged proposal for separate Maori seii‘lgcwernmcnt.

{1] Maihi Paraone Kawiti was one of the main organisers of the meetings at Waitangi in the 1880s. The son of -
the chief Kawiti who had challenged British sovereignty in the 1840s, he had re-erected the flagstaff on the hill
at Russell in 1858 with a group of warriors. awanoes rurssvw, ussary, 75210

{2} Hirini Taiwhanga took a petition to England in 1882 with two other northern chiefs, He was the Member
the House of Represemaﬁves for Northern Maori, 1887-90. awxanpen rurssvis LaRary, £55m000098

The petitioners were refused an audience with the Queen, and referred back to the
Zealand government. Supported in London by the Aborigines Protection Society and
number of well-meaning British politicians, they departed with some hope that the trip ha
been entirely in vain. It was a pattern that would be repeated by the next group of petition

King Tawhiao’s 1884 deputation expressed the same concerns as the Nga Puhi grou
asked for a Maori parliament. They asked the Queen to “confirm her words given
treaty’, and also pointed out that clause 71 of the 1852 Constitution could be interp
making provision for Maori custom and self-government. The Waikato document was a

As in 1882, the British government blocked the group’s approach to the Queen. Aga
Colonial Office consulted with the New Zealand government, and insisted that only that
ment could handle Maori matters. The failure of this second appeal was a bitter disappointm
to the many tribes throughout New Zealand who had placed great hopes on the su :
petitions to the British Crown. Maori leaders hoped that attitudes might change wh
governments changed, as they did from time to time in both Britain and New Zealand., =

Two further deputations went to England. In 1914, Te Rata Mahuta Potatau Te Whero
and a Waikato group were given an audience with King George V — on condition that g
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ission to Britain in 1914, The King movement had established its own parliament, the Kauhanganui, in the 1890s,
's premier, Tupu Taingakawa, is seated; behind him are, from left, Mita Karaka, Te Rata Mahuta Potatau Te

o would become the fourth King) and Hori Tiro Paora.
AMARE FASNGA HIRA, 82273

ede This defeated the aim of the appeal, which was to seek justice, especially
scation of Waikato land. In 1924, Tahupotiki Wiremu Ratana, the leader of a new
ous and political movement that based its rights on the Treaty, also took a petition
gain without success.

of these appeals was tangible proof of the extent to which officialdom could set
And official attitudes were unlikely to change unless the colonial government
erent view or the Maori people could find an effective strategy to influence public
n favour of their rights. Maori protest and the search for change would continue

, and take on new shape over the following century.
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