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Ballance Defies Governor 

1892 

John Ballance (1839-1893) became Premier of New Zealand in 1891 
following the resignation of sitting Premier Harry Atkinson (1831-1892). 
However, prior to his departure, Atkinson had appointed seven new 
members to the Legislative Council - parliament's upper house - as a 
means of frustrating the policies of the incoming government. 

Atkinson's desired effect was achieved, and the Legislative Council 
rejected several measures Ballance and his administration attempted 
to get passed into law. The Governor refused to appoint additional 
nominees selected by Ballance to address this problem in the Legislative 
Council. Ballance was exceptionally frustrated an�appealed directly 
to the Colonial Office in London tQ__overrule_!be Go ernor's decjsion. 
The Colonial Office decided in Ballance's favour in 1892. The Premier's 

1 
legislation was able to be passed but, of more significance constitutionally, 

\ i12rec�t w�s now established that the Governor� obliged to act on 
_yie advice of government ministers on appointments to the Legislative 
Council. his was a significant advance in the ascendancy and autonomy 
of the New Zealand parliament. 
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