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Introduction 

 

After that warm introduction from Paul Goldsmith, I should immediately set the record 

straight and confess that I'm not a professional diplomat.  I started out as a lawyer, 

but I found that wasn't very popular; so I became a politician, and found that wasn't 

very popular; so I became an investment banker (and we know how popular bankers 

are!). 

 

It's 25 years - almost to the day – since I walked out of this place to discover if there 

is a life after politics; eventually, to emerge as New Zealand's Ambassador to the 

United Nations; a diplomatic assignment which basically requires me to do two things– 

 

• First, to lead a team of experts – and, when I say "experts", I really mean experts 

– real specialists in international peace and security, disarmament (nuclear and 

conventional), human rights, development, environment, funding, legal, oceans, 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1 The opinions expressed in this address are mine alone and do not represent the views of the New 

Zealand Government or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade.  I gratefully acknowledge the 
assistance of a number of friends and colleagues who either scrutinised and commented on early 
drafts of this address and/or offered specific comments for inclusion; notably, Marcy McLay, Denis 
McLay and Sir Geoffrey Palmer. All added greatly to the substance of this text.  Any errors and 
omissions, however, remain solely my responsibility. 
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