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Date set to commemorate NZ land wars in
2017

1:44pm, Monday 31 October 2016. By Online News - Rereatea (/news/reporters/online-news-rereatea)
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In a hui, representatives of New Zealand battle sites across the country called for a dec;,icatgle da
on 28 October each year starting next year.
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This day is significant as it also marks the signing of Te Whakaputanga — The Declaratécl_m of

Independence in 1835.
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Rahui Papa, Chairman of Waikato-Tainui tribal executive Te Arataura, says, “It's wondearl‘ul t8'come
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to some agreement and resolution around this kaupapa.”
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‘[his"k'éapapa has been mooted, debated and discussed over several years, including®t th&
Koroneihana of Kiingi Tuheitia in August. There the Deputy Prime Minister Bill English &nnoithce

vernments support of the initiative. r I
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Papa said the idea is to host a National Commemoration Day in Te Taitokerau in 2017tpnd tiZen
move around the country from year to year to fully appreciate all areas that these battles and
invasions took place. % a
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Leah Bell and Waimarama Anderson, the Otorohanga School Petition Leaders, feel a sgnse @f

relief that their hard work has contributed to a National Day. They say “We, our generagon, +
worked hard to achieve more than 12,000 signatures to recognise these historic eventg angybring

them to the notice of the nation. F ar
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Each battle has its own story to tell and a National Commemoration Day will help in shaying that
story with the whole country.” E n
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Papa applauds the Hon. Nanaia Mahuta and the Minister for Maori Development for brimpgin%this

to the attention of the Government. W 0
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“Minister Flavell has been instrumental in adding this to the Governments agenda. There argr still
m
some aspirations to achieve, including putting it into the New Zealand curriculum and perhaéjs
a
stronger recognition like a Statutory Commemoration Day.”
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Mahuta was the sponsor of the petition that was presented to Parliament in Decembeﬂast Vear
where almost all political parties received the petition in Parliament Grounds. el d
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Papa says, “The discussions will continue. We must face up to the happenings of the p\ést to
prepare all of Aotearoa - New Zealand for a brighter, more unified future! Me maumahéta tatou —
We must remember!” o tp
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Parliamentarians thank Lewis Private sector businesses sign  Ngati Poneke stalwhrt VWra
Moeau QSO for his advisory MOU with Te Puea Memorial Morgan QSM passés away
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