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‘area (which also includes portions of the Rodney, Papakura and Franklin
Districts) had a population of 1,319,352 —nearly one-third of the country’s
tal population. It has the largest Polynesian population of any city in the
orld.

During the first half of the 20th century Auckland became the country’s
isputed commercial capital. Despite a drift of the head offices of large
firms to Sydney in recent years, it remains the pre-eminent commercial city
in New Zealand. It is also a key manufacturing centre, an important port,
ie Prmmpal international airport of the country, as well as the centre
ieas communications.

ctober 2007 a Royal Commission on Auckland Governance was
red to examine and make recommendations on future local and
-overnment arrangements for the greater urban area extending
Wellsford to Tuakau. It was due to report its findings and recommen-
cember 2008.

d promotes itself as the ‘City of Sails.” Each year on the Monday
e provincial anniversary day, 29 January, a huge regatta —re-
. the biggest in the world —is held on the Waitemata Harbour.

Indian Qcean, south-east Asia, and the south-west
largely as the result of an Australian initiative and
ian defence arrangements. British and New Zealand

n original state. The early relationship was rein-
experience at Gallipoli (g.v.) in 1915. In more
fore1gn policy have emerged from time to time
Australian government to W1’rhdraw 1ts forces

d. mamtamed its forces there Another major difference




