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Raupatu: tho lino is drawn 

The continual r.,iding between the trihcs of the Mataatua area 
,-vas 0111}' heightened by thi..: ti·i�1ls fol' the murJcrs of Volkncr and 
Pulloon. Covcrnor Grey pl.1mh:d to rc�tore orclcr a11J hoi-:n:Ll to 
disbrnd P.ti Marin.: by invoking th ... ! Supprc sion of Rcbdlion Art 
186'.'. a11d the: Nr.:w Ztaland Sttrk1nt:lll Arr 1863. J-11;; <.kd.1rcd 
rh,H thL· land� in the Ea,te1·n 13ay of Plenty wo11ld h�come Districn 
UJHlrr tl11..· Sl·trli:111,·nt� Act - dfcctively rn11flsr:11inn - 011 I] 
J;11111:Hy 18<) ). The proclam,nion was mbseq11enrly amended on I 
September 1866 hecmse the boundaries of the origin:11 dedar·L1tion 
were i nnccu 1-;1te: 

Tht" \.Wstcrn hounJ:.iry of the- confocation began at the mouth of 
the Waitahanui river at OtamarJk:rn, ran south then -e�1stward to 
the Tnnnvcra Riwr, biscct-.:d Put.iuaki (Mt Edg�cu111lw), crossi.:d 
the Wh,1kJta11c, \Vaim.111a, Waiol'ka, .md Otar-a River to take 
i11 the: cntir..: Wli;,tkatan..:, Ohiwa .1nd Opotiki discrins, then 
wrned north-cast, crnssing rhe Morn Riwr to the lrh1parapJ1';1 
River, in th4,.• Wha11.111 a Apanui rohc (aml indudc<l lam.ls of 
N�i Tai ro the eJ�t of Opodki.'' 

he lands confiscated in the Bay of Plenty were rleai�y rhe prime 
lands of the iH"'a. nr Tu hoe, the land taken encompas,;ed all of their 
rich agriculrnml lands; rhe contlscarion line forced them b,1ck ro rhe 
untenable hills and v.1lleys. The confisc.1tion ofl:rnd was pal't of the 
�ovcrnllicnt\ poHcy to thrc<1tcn Maori :o;o .is to 'tame' thclll. 'This 
\-vas a policy designed explicitly Lo divide Maori into loyal and rebel 
cat(:goric�, and 10 force Maori lo prove th<.:ir 'lo ahy' by .il·ts, di.:..:d ·, 
anJ a compul my tJkiug of the oath of alle�iance w the Crown.'7

The other n:.-i on for tnfordng che t:011 fist:::i lion of la mi pulky was 
co open tip ,treas of prime Maori land for European settlers. Tu hoe 
\�'ere pri mt: candidates for th c <:n f r>rcement of th is policy. They 
were srill opera ring nutonomously, outside of the government\ 
authority which did not reach as for as Te Urcwera. For �nrope:rns, 
the l.tn<lsc:1pc of dc:nsc hu�h ;md mountainous r,1ngcs �till ccmcd 
mysterious, and J place of refuge for fugitives. he confisrntion of 
their lands ::illowcd th1c govcrnm1c11t to bc�in a process of opening 
up Tc Urcwcr.1, cxpusin� and 'taming' the 'wild 1111..:11' within. 
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