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First electric flight over Cook Strait lands at Wellington Airport

Kate Green . 13:33, Nov 012021 &

LUKE NOLA AND FRIENDS

In this episode we board New Zealand's very first electric plane, and meet the talented finalists for best children's programme at this year's NZ TV
Awards, who share some surprising and funny stories behind their shows.

The first thing pilot Gary Freedman saw as his tiny electric plane broke through the cloud was the wind turbine — a beacon of
clean energy, and a sign the runway wasn't far off.

The two-seater Pipistrel Alpha Electro, owned by his Christchurch-based company ElectricAir, touched down at Wellington
Airport around 10am - the first battery-powered, emission-free plane to cross Cook Strait.

Freedman was all smiles on the tarmac, as he told the waiting crowd about his journey. Planning began months ago.
“This is the third time we've thought about doing this,” he said. The previous attempts had been thwarted by Covid-19
restrictions.

More from Stuff:

* Passenger jumps from plane’s emergency exit onto tarmac to avoid waiting police at US airport
* Plane crashes into hangar roof at US airport, pilot escapes with minor injuries
* Bad batch of aviation fuel at Wellington Airport
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The two-seater Pipistrel Alpha Electro, owned by Christchurch-based company ElectricAir, touched down at Wellington Airport around 10am on
Monday.

Everything was meticulously planned, but when they arrived at Blenheim airport on Monday morning, it was raining. The Pipistrel
was accompanied by a Sounds Air Cessna Caravan — a comforting presence.
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“We were running a little bit late, but we realised we could take off and stay low until we were out over the sea.

“It felt better and better as we came through, and then at the halfway point we experienced this cloud of rain. We couldn’t see
very much, there was rain was hitting the windscreen. | was slightly worried then, to be honest.”

Spotting the Wellington coastline was a relief.
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"It was the first time I'd been happy and excited about the flight.”

KATE GREEN/STUFF

Electric Air founder, and pilot for the first Cook Strait crossing in an electric plane, Gary Freedman chats to the crowd after the plane lands in
Wellington Airport.

The plane will be at Wellington Airport for a week, providing an opportunity for the airport, partners and the Government to see
what the future of electric travel might look like.

( limate Change Minister James Shaw, speaking to the group of public officials and aviation industry professionals gathered in

the terminal to celebrate the plane’s arrival, said it was entirely possible the aviation industry could decarbonise faster than the
transport industry.

“There's only about four purchasing managers in the entire country who will have to make a different decision once the
technology becomes available to them.”

“We've always needed aviation, particularly when it comes to our regional access, and electric aviation opens up a lot of these
small remote places, because obviously electricity is so much cheaper than aviation fuel.”
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The plane will be at Wellington Airport for the next week, providing an opportunity for the airport, partners and the Government a taste of the future
of electric travel.

Freedman said the trip from Blenheim, a 45-minute flight, cost only $2 in electricity. The same flight in a similar-sized fuel
powered plane would have used about $100 in fuel.

Sounds Air Group chairman Rhyan Wardman was also on hand to watch the flight arrive as his company is set to be the first New
Zealand passenger airline to enter the electric aviation market.

He said this flight was a proof of concept. “For Sounds Air, and our ambition to provide zero emission services to our customers,
this is the start of illustrating that this technology is here.”

“The early adopters of this new type of aircraft [are] to be small regional airlines such as ourselves," he said. “We needed to be
proactive in the space to get one because we could be an early adopter, but two, that our customers are going to expect it.

The airline recently partnered with Heart Aerospace, a Swedish company looking for an Australasian launch partner for its ES-19
aircraft, due for delivery in 2026.

“pirlines throughout the world are looking at solutions to decarbonise,” Wardman said. “Our final ambition is to be a fully electric
airline by 2030.”

“We hope people wil be flying in these aircraft within five years.”

No news is not good news, Wellington

Do you remember where you saw the jubilation of same-sex marriage being legalised in Aotearoa, or got minute-by-minute
updates after the Kaikdura earthquake rocked Wellington?

Chances are, here.

And do you recall where you first heard of a convoy headed to Parliament in 2022, and where you watched a blow-by-blow
account of the following 23 days?

Chances are, here.
There have been council meetings, crimes, and sewage running in the streets that, chances are, you read about here.

Not to forget the celebrations of Wellington, the arts, the coffee, the craft beer, the wind.
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