27/06/2023, 12:33 Operation Grapple - Online Cenotaph - Auckland War Memorial Museum

Operation Grapple |

(Auckland Museum, n.d.)

i
w et
B3 4”
HMNZS Pukaki at sea, HMNZS Pukaki was involved in Operation Grapple as a weather ship. Royal New Zealand Air Force Museum _LbA125Q@
© Air Force Museum of New Zealand CC BY NC-3.0

Operation Grapple was a series of four British Nuclear weapons tests carried out in 1957 and 1958 at Malden Island and Kiritimati Island in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands
(Kiribati). More than five hundred New Zealanders, who were serving with the Royal New Zealand Navy, were witnesses to nine nuclear explosions known as Operation
Grapple.

Following the Second World War, the development of atomic and thermonuclear weapons by the United Kingdom was considered a vital national policy. The New Zealand
Government at the time supported the production and testing of these weapons as it believed that this would materially enhance the security of New Zealand and the rest
of the Commonwealth. ! ¢http:/aucklandmuseum.com/#refl)

ie US-UK Mutual Defense Agreement, a bilateral treaty between the UK
i However thrs agreement dld not put an end to the nuclear testlng in the Pacific. In 1966 France began testing nuclear weapons at
Mururoa atoII in French Polynesra New Zealand was involved in ongoing protests over the French nuclear tests, eventually sending two navy frigates HMNZS Otago and
Canterbury into the test area.? (http://aucklandmuseum com/#Ref3)
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“Dr Rowland says the findings are unequivocal: in a matched control group of men of the same age, his team found an expected frequency of 10
chromosome translocations per 1000 cells, but in the veterans’ group, the average number of translocations was considerably higher at 29 chromosome
translocations per 1000 cells. Workers who were close to the Chernobyl nuclear accident or involved in the clean-up after the accident had about 20

translocations.”? (http://aucklandmuseum.com/#ref4),

The effects of radiation from the blasts of the nuclear tests, had long term effects not only for the veterans but for their families too. The recent exhibition at the Royal

New Zealand Navy Museum: Op
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lasting effects of Operation Grapple on these veterans and their families.
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These records were created from research by Arthur Venus and Gerry Wright. Operation Grapple was the British Nuclear testing programme in the Pacific.
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