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Warning - This story discusses details of the 15 March Christchurch mosque shootings.

The man who carried out the mosque attacks in Christchurch on 15 March 2019 has been sentenced to life in prison
without the possibility of ever leaving jail.

Justice Mander has presided over the four-day sentencing hearing for the mosque gunman. Photo: POOL

Australian Brenton Tarrant, 29, has admitted 51 charges of murder, 40 of attempted murder and one charge of
terrorism.

He has received the historic sentence in the High Court at Christchurch today. It marks the first time a convicted
person has ever been imprisoned with no possibility of parole.

Many of the victims who have been delivering their harrowing statements in court this week urged the judge to
impose the sentence.

The possibility of such a sentence was one of the many complexities facing Justice Mander, the Law Society said
(https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/424373/christchurch-gunman-s-sentencing-particularly-challenging-for-
judge-law-society) earlier this week.

A steady stream of people started entering the High Court from the time the doors opened at 8am today.

White roses were handed out to the victims as they arrived in court. They were donated as a gesture of support from
two women.

A woman and child arrive at court this morning. Photo: RNZ / Nate McKinnon

The last group of 93 victims read their impact statements yesterday afternoon
(https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/424538/christchurch-mosque-attacks-we-defy-your-actions-of-hatred-
victims-tell-their-stories-as-killer-faces-sentence) - a marked increase on the 66 that were expected.

Community adviser and former Christchurch city councillor Raf Manji, who delivered some of the impact statements
(https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/424555/christchurch-mosque-victims-sent-attacker-strong-message-that-he-
had-failed) on behalf of the victims, said victims had been empowered by the way the hearing had been handled.

"In the end it has been a real healing process for a lot of people,” Manji said.

The session today began with the Crown making its submissions before Pip Hall QC, who has been on standby, made
bmissions on behalf of Tarrant.

sterday it emerged that Tarrant, who is representing himself, would not address the judge to offer any
ng factors to explain the motivation behind his crimes.
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Brenton Tarrant has listened to three days of statements from those most directly impacted by his terrorist attacks. Photo: Stuff / Pool
More to come...

Where to get help:

Need to Talk? Free call or text 1737 any time to speak to a trained counsellor, for any reason

Healthline: 0800 611 116 (https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/services-and-support/health-care-
services/healthline)

Daily wellbeing actions from the Mental Health Foundation (https://www.mentalhealth.org.nz/home/ways-to-
wellbeing/)

Covid-19 mental health and wellbeing resources (https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-
conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-general-public/covid-19-mental-health-and-
wellbeing-resources)

More RNZ coverage:

Widows of Shuhada: A podcast about widows of the victims (https:/www.rnz.co.nz/programmes/widows-of-
shuhada)
RNZ's Living Wall of tributes (https://livingflowerwall.rnz.co.nz/wall),

inwood Mosque didn't let fear swallow t] (https:/www.

mosque-they-would-not-let-fear-swallow-them)

‘Why, simply why': A chance for victims to look mass killer in the eyes
(https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/national/424263/christchurch-mosque-attacks-sentencing-finally-offers-victims-a-

chance-to-look-mass-killer-in-the-eyes)



