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Three years after New Zealand became the first self-governing country in which all women
could vote, representatives of 11 women’s groups met in Christchurch’s Provincial Council

Buildings to form the National Council of Women (NCW).

The NCW’s aims were to ‘unite all organised societies of women for mutual counsel
and co-operation in the attainment of justice and freedom for women, and for all that
made for the good of humanity; to encourage the formation of societies of women
engaged in trades, professions, and in social and political work; and to affiliate with
other national councils of women for the purpose of facilitating international
Conferences and co-operation’.

The NCW's first office holders were heavyweights of the suffrage movement: Kate
Sheppard was the president, Marion Hatton, Annie Schnackenberg, Margaret
Sievwright and Anna Stout were vice-presidents, Ada Wells was the secretary, and
p\ilhelmina Sherriff Bam was the treasurer.
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In the 21st century, the NCW still works in the interests of women.

Read more on NZHistory

The National Council of Women — Women and the vote
Ada Wells

National Council of Women of New Zealand

External links

National Council of Women (NCWN2Z)

National Council of Women (1966 encyclopaedia)
Women's groups, 1890s (Te Ara)
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