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Britain's declaration of war on Germany on 4 August 1914 confirmed
the outbreak of the Great War (as it was known at the time). It is now
More often referred to ag the First World War or World War One.
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Germany gave Austria a blank cheque to take any action it deemed
appro.priate. Austria-Hungary issued Serbia with a harsh ultimatum
that effectively revoked the latter’'s national sovereignty. Although
Serbia consented to almost every point in the ultimatum, Austria-

"Hungary exploited disagreements on a number of minor points to

declare war on 28 July 1914.

Like falling dominoes

Next day Russia ordered a partial mobilisation against Austria-
Hungary. Germany responded by threatening Russia with war if it did
not stop this process. France reacted to the prospect of a Russo-
German war by mobilising its own forces. Germany declared war on
Russia on 1 August and on France two days later. When the von
Schlieffen Plan was activated, the invasion of Belgium prompted
Britain to declare war on Germany on 4 August. The First World War
had begun.

On the other side of the world, Wellington received word of Britain's
declaration of war on 5 August. The governor, Lord Liverpool,
announced the news from the steps of Parliament to a crowd of
more than 12,000 people. New Zealanders regarded themselves as
British and Britain as home, so there was little hesitation in
supporting the Mother Country in its moment of crisis.

New Zealanders’ emotional response to the outbreak of war
reflected the Dominion’s close ties with Great Britain. Germany’s
invasion of Belgium, another small country, struck a chord with many.
The militaristic atmosphere of the time contributed to the enthusiasm
with which most New Zealanders entered the war.
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