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New Zealand wildfire: Thousands of people evacuated near
Nelson

10 February 2019 <

New Zealand wildfire: Residents flee as fire spreads

Thousands of people have been evacuated from a New Zealand town as firefighters
battle a wildfire stoked by winds in the country's South Island.

The blaze, which began six days ago near the city of Nelson, is now threatening the town of
Wakefield.

A state of emergency has been declared and about 3,000 people have fled their homes in the
district of Tasman.

Strong winds were expected, and officials warned that Sunday could be a "critical danger
point" for the fire.

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said she hoped "the weather plays ball".

he blaze is thought to be the worst forest fire in New Zealand since 1955,
{



Nelson MP Nick Smith said the entire region was a "tinderbox" and its 70,000 residents were
"on edge."

Twenty-three helicopters and two planes have been deployed to tackle the blaze. Rain
forecast for the area on Tuesday is expected to miss the fire zone.

Fires of this size are unusual for New Zealand, with local media calling it the worst bushfire in
50 years.

Related Topics

New Zealand = Wildfires |

Share thiS Story About sharing

More on this story

Tasman Glacier: Huge ice chunks break off New Zealand glacier
8 February 2019

Could Wales face a repeat of 2018's extreme weather?
31 December 2018

Black Saturday: The bushfire disaster that shook Australia
7 February 2019



