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jgggrmlﬁﬂ Henry Samuel
, tf)mnpioned the cause of
» throughout the British
2 the mid nineteenth ceHiury.
of Jobn Stuart Mill and
Edward Gibbon Wakefield, be was
cvive in Canadd’s siruggle for self-
vernment in the 18305, and was the
driving force bebind Victorias secret-
baliot legislation in 1 856. In New
Fealand, be served as a judge of the
Supreme Court from 1843 v 1852
and again from 1 864 10 1875.

?gcked the paiiot in 1838), Reynolds’s bill was def: -
two votes. The following year it got through the Houf at;fd in the Housca
islativ _mmc;ih In 1869 his measure was pagged ;':bt“;fap e e
P@_’%ﬂﬁ - the Council made amendments that the aovemnicmh?u%-s’ i
?kaﬁiﬁ; . year later the ballot was back before Parlﬁﬁnentc izzsiisd;md
i vi/f;;’;;“l%h; zﬂ&af;xre _'mtmdl:!ced by Pre:(m.i.er William Faxj Now 2:

o majd;i‘ti'c‘giﬁf'? g?«.%ﬁ}ilatmn aﬁf E:.Iectmns Bill 1870 was passed by
o o usadrgf“{%; ;?}Q}{&f:s, The ballot, based on the Victorian
o 171 on 'G:'.f‘“?t time at the general election in January-
The old ritus S
ds were rettzfjlig,fgg ?ﬁa}i; T the hustings and voting by show of
B o e n E%OH was demanded - as it inevitably was in all
péiiing o you erent ;;mcedure would be followed. At the
names of the ;andidateq (I)r; W?I{ld g mt bllonpaper lisng the
éﬁt the names of those !;z;avdiec;;zltﬂiiieﬁﬁgte; ? P“iwgﬁ;wmparﬁnem, i
locked ballo i ias e for, and deposit the paper in
L La‘:;z;“’;e?g}i:t;\;;;é\ giﬁti;lzl;nlbci :ist:ricts could still szgegt mérj
Unlike some American states whc?c the ;)filelot iﬂ BRI 0 S S TG,
; : prais allot aperated as a de facto literacy
;;5;;5;(1‘ il;li ;ﬁ? ;di; i\;}cre a‘iiffz&aféd to assist illiterate (and blind) \(\tcr[;m(;g;iz
paper from the%;)mh P;if t m%n,i _Wme an elector was voting, removing a ballot
of up to £50ﬂ or twi ’ i(ri’\{jﬂ‘di}m?fmd double voting were leifihab}ezbv fines

T two years” imprisonment with hard labour. In a,dciiti(;n the
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Victoria — where it had first appeared - exerted a particularly strong influence
on New Zealand during the gold-rush era. The architect of Victoria’s landmark

1856 ballot legislation, the journalist, lawyer and politician Henry Samuel
the New Zealand Supreme Court between

Chapman, had served as a judge of
18473 and 1852, and returned to the bench in Dunedin in {864; another prommnent
advocate, former Victorian Legislative Councillor (and future New Zealand

i . .
; ;& MHR) Vincent Pyke, was also now in Otago.” BY this time the secret ballot
G il was even being seriously considered in Britain, where this supposedly un-
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English’ innovation was eventually introduced in 1872

1 Gold Fields district member George Brodie raised the issue in New Zealand’s
r ‘ parliament again in 1865, but it was quickly dismissed.’ Two years later, the
& City of Dunedin MHR william Reynolds began a determined campaign for
the adoption of the ballot. The arguments were essentially the same as in 1838,
Supporters maintained that the vote was & right that citizens should be free to
exercise according to their conscience, without fear of intimidation or reprisal.
Opponents replied that secret voting would foster hypocrisy and suspicion,
and that electors did not need protection in a free and open society like New
Zealand. Moreover, as in 1 58, they insisted that the vote was ‘notan individual
and inherent right” but "an important trust’ granted to certain citizens to exercise
on behalf of their community. Open voting. it was claimed, ensured that the
holders of this trust were accountable to those who remained disfranchised —
including, for example, women.
In 1867, despite the persona
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1 support of premier Edward Stafford (who

later retitled Under-Secretary for Internal Affairs).”

was a right fall asked i ' m
- ue‘_ t , John Hall asked in 1870, ‘why was it not extended to ever
2VEen [Q every wi LR ¥ ¥4 S . § b e
i ;; Y\{;}nmn. ‘Why should there be given to perhaps an ignorant
an wman a right to vote, and it be at the same time denied to an int;llw;nt
 intellig

clearly not a rig

Mkm;wf;:;; ;er:igri:iiteﬂ‘w‘e %z;rgzymem ftou' k‘! easily be reversed. Once Parliament,
R St;ongést afgli;iztt\‘&,ZES zfn mdllwdual right rather than a public trust,
e ngnm:g j(;igafz{sr universal suffrage was gonel The adoption
to alf adult men and ~ cvcm;al;:m t:: fjf(giig"i‘:lzt i}xmnsmn e el
arhease, afep fiys A g : ol ietef = '
cfl;?;g;;i i;x:;; g);;rgeca{ie, the struggle for women’s mfé’;’;‘i‘;iﬁ; ?gséiii

1870 Act ide i .

o provided for the appointment of a Clerk of the Writs, who was t
»and re TR LS 5, ) Was
e ;w‘g} thé [wms ft)r each electoral district, From the outset, this pogiﬁgz
v the Under-Secretary to the Colonial Secretary ('th;s Qﬁm W;is
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One of the most |
ost important electoral refi T T
Regulation of Elections s al reforms in New Zealand's history, the
: !aridx Qn;ffdkulonb"/&‘:t 1870 established a mode of voting that has st Vi thf
oely unchanged t o : AR at has survived
conduct of ei%: : N t}m present day. But its significance went far beyond the
ions, as diehard opponents of the ballot realised. If the votz’o-Q

and educated woman?’* t
ed woman?™® At the time, Hall was trying to prove that the vote wag™
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