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Sitting calendar bookmarks with Parliament House and the Executive Wing in the background.
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On 17 August, the Prime Minister announced the 2020 general election would be postponed until 17 October, along with
referendums on the End of Life Choice Act and on cannabis regulation (https://www.referendum.govt.nz/).

It had been scheduled for 19 September, however the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic has affected the course of a normal
election year. After New Zealand returned to higher COVID-19 alert levels in early August, key election events were delayed.

Why is Parliament meeting again?

Parliament will meet for unusual sitting hours over the next two weeks. The House will sit on Tuesday 18 and Wednesday 19
August, and Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 26 August for oral questions, general business, ministerial statements, and any
Government notices of motion.

In light of recent events, the Business Committee (https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/scl/business/) (a special select committee
which arranges how Parliament is run) has determined that proxy votes can be used for the entirety of a party’'s mem
the House. This means that not all members need to attend, so the members who are present can observe social di

Chamber.
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Check This Week in Parliament (https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/the-week-in-parliament/) and the Order Paper
(https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/order-paper-questions/order-paper/) to see what Parliament will be discussing.

How can Parliament meet after it is adjourned?

Prior to an election, it is practice for the current Parliament to adjourn (finish sitting) before it is dissolved, which is when the
Governor-General formally declares the end of the Parliament before the election. The House adjourned on Thursday 6 August,
ahead of the scheduled dissolution of the 52nd Parliament on Wednesday 12 August. The delay of a few days between the last
sitting and the dissolution of Parliament enables any laws passed by the House to receive the Royal assent.

According to the House's pre-arranged sitting programme, the House was due to sit on 11 August, the day before dissolution was
scheduled. As the House did not need to meet again this term, the Prime Minister followed the usual practice of nominating a date
for the next sitting of the House that was after the intended time for the dissolution. So, the House agreed to adjourn until the
date nominated by the Prime Minister: Tuesday 18 August, 2020.

As Parliament was not dissolved in the meantime, the House's sitting on Tuesday 18 August will proceed after all.

The Prime Minister has now announced that the Parliament will be dissolved on Sunday 6 September 2020. As that time
approaches, the House will again adjourn to a time after the intended date of dissolution.

Learn more about the dissolution of Parliament (https://www.parliament.nz/en/get-involved/features/a-different-
kind-of-dissolution/)

election-year/)

&
C§> Learn more about Parliament in an election year (https://www.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/parliament-in-
&’

Check out the updated 2020 election timeline (https://www.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/parliament-in-
election-year/election-timeline-2020/)

Did you find this useful?
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