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Press Release: New Zealand Nurses Organisation

A recently released report by the New Zealand Nurses Organisation (NZNO) and the McGuinness Institute highlights the challenges faced by NZNO
members (nurses, midwives, health care assistants, kai mahi hauora and nursing students) working on the frontlines at the height of the COVID-19
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crisis in Aotearoa New Zealand.
Based on a survey of NZNO members, conducted between 22 April and 4 May 2020, the report reveals an incredibly unprepared health system; and

NZNO Kaiwhakahaere Kerri Nuku says the organisations hope this report will give the Government concrete examples of health care workers’
experiences so we can be better prepared for pandemics to come.

"We are where we are, not because the system was working, but because of the bravery and expertise of our members, as well as a rahui (lockdown;
time for reflection) that was well supported by public health experts, community-based groups and self-organised iwi and hapd.

"The last few months have exposed deep flaws and disconnections in our health system, but responses to our calls for change have often been slow or,
in many areas, non-existent.

"Our frontline workers know very well the issues the system faces and how to fix them, so we wanted to ensure those things were captured."

Ms Nuku says that the lack of confidence in PPE supply, shown in the report, indicates a massive flaw in msmﬂyM distribution as well asa =
disturbing disconnect between high level rhetoric and what actually happens on the ground.,”

"About half of the nurses surveyed were not confident about PPE supply, and their comments reveal they felt let down in terms of access to PPE and
in proper training in its use. And as we clearly saw, their lives were needlessly put in danger as a result.

"Another big issue revealed is the contrast between staff working in district health boards and those in the aged care, disability and primary health
sectors. For example, primary health care workers (e.g. GP practice nurses) were the most involved with testing and triaging, but say they felt much
less prepared and supported than their colleagues working in public hospitals.

"Unsurprisingly, Issues around PPE preparedness and nurses having to go into isolation also highlighted continued problems around inadequate
staffing levels.

“While we weren’t surprised to see these results, the survey has reinforced the need to address some fundamental issues around the allocation and

distribution of funding and resources, PPE supply and training, and staffing levels." {

NZNO is really grateful to the McGuinness Institute, and to those members who gave their time, for helping share such important stories, and Ms
Nuku says it is now up to the Government to honour our frontline workers, and all of us in Aotearoa, by making the changes we need for the future.
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Howard Davis: Roddy Doyle's Grim and Gritty Rosie

Although it was completed over two years ago, Roddy Doyle's first original screenplay in over eighteen years has only just arrived
in New Zealand. It's been well worth the wait. More>>

Howard Dayis: Naming Names - The Per. istory of David Copperfield

Emmy winner and Oscar nominee Armando lannucci has re-imagined Charles Dickens’ tribute to grit and perseverance through
the comedic lens of colour-blind casting, giving the narrative new life for a woke age. More>>

work Join ScoopPro
COSubmit News / Press Releases
person_add Join ScoopCitizen

https://wwiv.scoop.co.nz/stories/GE2005/S00178/report-reveals-frontline-nurses-struggles-during-covid-19-pandemic.htm VS



