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Introduction
Aotearoa New Zealand Public Attitudes to COVID-19 Vaccine

This report is based on findings from a national survey conducted by the School of
Communication, Journalism & Marketing—Te Pou Aro Korero, Massey University and fielded
by Qualtrics. Interview dates: June 26 to July 13, 2020, Interviews: 1040 adults (18+). Average
margin of error: +/- 3 percentage points at the 95% confidence level. The research was funded by
Massey University.
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Executive Summary

Vaccination has made enormous contribution to public health (Greenwood, 2014), With the
continuing COVID-19 pandemic, and countries implementing social distancing measures and
nonpharmaceutical interventions, there has been a push to develop a vacoine for coronavirus
(Bartsch et al., 2020). As of July 2020, more than 150 countries are engaged in COVID-19
vaccine global access facility, with a goal to deliver two billion doses of safe and effective
vaccines by the end of 2021 (WHO, 2020). However, there has been a trend of public concern
about safety and benefits of vaccines (Yaqub, Castle-Clark, Sevdalis, & Chataway, 2014).
Drawing on a national survey (N = 1040), this report describes the attitudes of the New Zealand
public towards vaccination in general and coronavirus vaccine in particular,



1. A Minority of New Zealanders Expect a Coronavirus Vaccine by the end of 2020; Most
Expect at Some Point in 2021

«  Only one in nine New Zealanders expect a vaccine against the coronavirus to be available
by the end of 2020 (11%)

. Almost five in ten New Zealanders expect a coronavirus vaccine at some point in 2021
(47%)

«  Almost a quarter of them expect the vaccine to be available by 2022 or later (21%), and a
small minority, one in fifteen, think that the vaccine for coronavirus will never be
available (5%). Around 16% of the New Zealanders don’t know when to expect a
cotonavirus vaccine

2. Three in Four New Zealanders Intend to Get Vaccinated Against Coronavirus

o Threein four-New Zealanders say they would get vaccinated against coronavirus when
one becomes available (74%) T
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. en are more likely (78%) to say they will get vaccinated against the coronavirus than
women (70%). New Zealanders with bachelor’s degree and above (82%) are more likely
to say they intend to get vaccinated compared to others (71%). Older respondents (66.
years and above) (81%) are slightly more likely to say they intend to get the coronavirus
vaccine when available than young (18-25 years, 72%) and adult (26-35 years, 70%)
New Zealanders

«  Almost two in three New Zealanders say they strongly agree (40%) or somewhat agree
(25%) that they intend to get vaccinated against coronavirus. One in ten say they do not
intend to get vaccinated (13%). About two in nine remain neutral (22%)

« Half of New Zealanders agree that they would get vaccinated against coronavirus even if
they have to pay for the vaccine (52%), while 22% disagree. More than one in four
remain neutral (26%)

« More than half of the New Zealanders are willing to put their name on the list to get
vaccinated against coronavirus (56%), while 19% disagree, and a quarter remain neutral
(24%)
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3. Protecting Family and Self Are the Most Often Reported Reasons to Get Vaccinated
Against Coronavirus
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vaccine is the best way to avoid getting seriously ill (52%), feel safe around other people
(51%), and to protect their community (49%)




Four in ten people want to get vaccinated because they think that their life won’t go back
to normal until most people are vaccinated (43%)

Two in ten New Zealanders want to get vaccinated because their doctor recommends
vaccination (23%) and because they have a chronic health condition such as asthma or
diabetes (21%)

4. Vaccine Safety and Side Effects are Top Concerns Against Coronavirus Vaccination

About two in ten New Zealanders say they need more time to assess the safety of the
vaccine (18%). They are also concerned about the possible side effects from the vaccine
(16%), and fear getting infected with coronavirus from the vaccine (10%)

Other reasons include concern about getting serfously ill from coronavirus (8%), fear of
needles (6%), lack of faith in vaccines (6%), feel the outbreak is not as serious as others
claim (3%), allergic to vaceines (2%), and do not have time to get vaccinated (1%). Other
open comments regarding reasons to not get a coronavirus vaccine include lack of trust,
belief in conspiracy theories, and a feeling that the testing is rushed

5. A Majority of New Zealanders Support Imposing Restrictions Against Individuals Who
Refuse Coronavirus Vaccine

Three in five (61%) New Zealanders strongly support (36%) or somewhat support (25%)
imposing international travel ban on people who refuse to get vaccinated against
coronavirus. One in five oppose this measure (21%), while 18% remain neutral

Almost three in five (57%) New Zealanders support restricted entry to public places such
as beaches, parks, and swimming pools for people who refuse the coronavirus vaceine
while 23% oppose it. One in five remain neutral (20%)

Half of New Zealanders strongly support (26%) or somewhat support (24%) restriction
on children from attending school for individuals who refuse the coronavirus vaccine,
Almost three in ten oppose this restriction (28%), while 22% remain neutral

More than a quarter of New Zealanders strongly support (13%) or somewhat support
(15%) imposing higher tax rate on people who refuse coronavirus vaccine while almost
half of New Zealanders somewhat oppose (14%) or strongly oppose (34%) this. Almost a

_ quarter remain neutral (24%)

Three in ten New Zealanders support reduced pay (30%) for people who refuse the
coronavirus vaccine while 44% oppose such a measure. Slightly more than a quarter of
New Zealanders remain neutral (26%)

6. A Majority of New Zealanders Express Positive Attitudes Towards Vaccines
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Almost four in five New Zealanders agree that vaccines are effective (79%) and being
vaccinated is important for the health of others in their community (79%)

Three quarters of New Zealanders agree that getting vaccinated is a good way to protect
themselves from diseases (75%), and agree that vaccines are important for their health



» Seven in ten agree that all vaccines offered by the government in their community are
beneficial (72%), and that they go with the advice of their doctor or healthcare provider
when it comes to vaccines (72%)

» Three in five New Zealanders strongly agree (29%) or somewhat agree (33%) that the
information they receive about vaccines from the government is reliable and trustworthy

+ More than half agree that getting vaccinated is their civic duty (54%)

7. A Significant Minority of New Zealanders Say They Have Previously Refused
Vaccination and Refused Vaccination for Their Childxen

+ Almost one in six New Zealanders say that they have previously refused to get vaccinated
(16%) ’

e One in ten of New Zealanders say that they have previously refused to get their child
vaccinated (10%)

8. A Substantial Proportion of New Zealanders Harbour Concerns About Vaccination

« More than half of New Zealanders say they are uncomfortable getting a vaccine that was
tushed into production (57%). A third say that new vaccines carry more risks than older
ones (29%) '

«  Almost half say that the corporations manufacturing vaccines only care about profit
(43%)

« New Zealanders ate divided over adverse effect of vaccines: About two in five agree
(37%) and disagree (37%) that they are concerned about serious adverse effects of
vaccines

»  Almost three in ten New Zealanders are uncomfortable getting vaccinated (29%)

+  More than a quarter of New Zealanders say that the government overhypes the need for
vaceines (26%)

« A significant minority (16%) say that vaccines cause diseases







