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O | Final call for AstraZeneca Covid-19 jab,
} only 8% of supply used
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Vials of AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccines (file image). (Source: istock.com)

New Zealand's final cache of AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccines
will expire in a month, with most of the country's $1.2 million
supply having gone unused.

Under 9000 doses of the non-mRNA vaccine have been administered out of the
120,000 doses the country received for domestic use.

Last week, health authorities updated their advice for people seeking AstraZeneca
vaccines with the doses available until September 4.

The remaining unused doses will reach their expiry date the following day, according to a
spokesperson for Te Whatu Ora / Health NZ, though doses administered the day prior
will remain effective.

In a statement, the agency's national immunisation programme operations manager
Rachel MacKay said there were efforts to get people who chose AstraZeneca to get up-
to-date with their vaccines.

"We have contacted people whose last dose was AstraZeneca, but who haven't received
all their vaccinations to encourage them to make an appointment,” she said.

"We expect this to result in increased vaccinations, so at this stage we can't say what
percentage of the 120,000 doses will remain unused by September 5."

AstraZeneca doses were made available for Kiwis who couldn't take the Pfizer vaccine
or wanted to be vaccinated with a non-mRNA option. It can also be used as a booster
dose.



