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New Zealand

Death of child with Covid-19 prompts calls for Maori
to be prioritised in NZ vaccine rollout

Maori boy who died last week was youngest New Zealander to die
with virus and the first child
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The first death of a child with Covid-19 in New Zealand has prompted calls for Miori
children to be prioritised in the next stage of the vaccine rollout, as the country
grapples with racial inequalities compounded by the pandemic.

A Maori boy, under the age of 10 and who had tested positive for the virus, died last
week, becoming the youngest New Zealander to die with Covid, the Ministry of
Health confirmed. It is unclear whether Covid-19 was the cause of the boy’s death, as
New Zealand records all deaths of people considered active Covid cases in its official
count. It is the country’s 49th death of a Covid-positive person since the start of the;_ |
pandemic. Maori make up an estimated 17.1% of the population but they have 4
accounted for 32% of all Covid-19 related deaths.
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reproducing more efficiently in younger age groups, which poses an ongoing risk to
the health of Maori communities.

Significant resourcing must to go towards Maori community and health
organisations before the rollout begins, Russell said, adding that one of the best
approaches would to enable vaccinations at schools.

“It’s really important for families to know that their child won’t be vaccinated
without their explicit consent, but by making vaccines available at schools this
enables everyone to reach the vaccine easily,” Russell said.

New Zealand has so far reported 13,125 Covid cases since the start of the pandemic,
with 10,289 of those from the current outbreak. Weekly case numbers are beginning
to trend downwards as the country’s vaccination rates continue to climb and public
“health measures prevent unvaccinated people from attended some venues, or
gathering in large groups. |

On Monday, the country reported its second probable death related to an extremely
rare reaction to the vaccine., The Covid-19 vaccine independent safety monitoring
board said a 26-year-old man died within two weeks of his first dose of the Pfizer
vaccine and a post-mortem has identified myocarditis as the probable cause of
death. The man developed symptoms in the days following his vaccine but did not
seek treatment.

The board noted that Covid-19 infection can itself be a cause of myocarditis, as well
as other serious illnesses, and it remains safer to be vaccinated.

Aswe approach the end of the year in New Zealand, we have a small favour to ask.
We’d like to thank you for putting your trust in our journalism this year - and invite
you to join the million-plus people in 180 countries who have recently taken the
step to support us financially, keeping us open to all, and fiercely independent.

In 2021, this support sustained investigative work into offshore wealth, spyware,
sexual harassment, labour abuse, environmental plunder, crony coronavirus

contracts, and Big Tech.

The new year, like all new years, will hopefully herald a fresh sense of cautious
optimism, and there is certainly much for us to focus on in 2022 - a volley of
elections, myriad economic challenges, the next round in the struggle against the

pandemic and a World Cup.

With no shareholders or billionaire owner, we can set our own agenda and provide
trustworthy journalism that’s free from commercial and political influence,
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