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Parliament protesters dig trenches to avoid 'all night' sprinklers
3 Sophie Cornish, Erin Gourley and Matthew Tso . 21:25, Feb 112022

JERICHO ROCK-ARCHER/STUFF
Protesters listen to music and speeches with police yet to make any arrests on Friday morning.
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But protesters are fighting back, digging up trenches on Parliament’s lawn to stop the water invading tents
and redirecting water from the sprinklers where possible.

~ “No-one who is here is here legally, and if they’re getting wet from below as well as above, they’re likely to be

alittle bit less comfortable and more likely to go home,” Mallard said in a statement on Friday. “Some people
have suggested we add the vaccine in the water, but | don't think it works that way.”

The protesters also placed cones over the sprinklers, but the system continued to saturate the ground.
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Police fall back to an earlier position outside Parliament on Friday.

READ MORE:

* Wellington businesses and workers disrupted by protest

* Police arrest 122 Parliament trespassers, warn removal 'will take some time'
* What should authorities do about the anti-vaccine mandate protesters?

" Shortly after Mallard confirmed the sprinklers had been switched on for the night, a protester ona

megaphone called out for people to “stop digging up” sprinkler lines, and tidy their rubbish.
Rain was also forecast for Wellington through Friday, with it expected to become heavier and more persistent
overnight.

N “Service put an orange heavy rain warning in place for Wellington from 8pm Friday until Sunday at 3pm.
Surface flooding was possible.
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Scenes at the protest on Friday.
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In the meantime, police have said the range of motivations and the spread of misinformation among the
protesters were hampering their efforts to establish meaningful lines of communication with the occupation.

“Police have identified a range of different causes and motivations among the protestors, making it difficult
open clear and meaningful lines of communication,” said Wellington District Commander Superintendent
Corrie Parnell in a statement on Friday afternoon.

“Trying to engage with key protest group leaders has been ineffective due to the vast array of interest groups
and their conflicts with each other,” he said later on Friday.

Misinformation on social media was proving to be an issue. Some factions in the protest were actively
promoting false advice about people’s rights and police powers, which was misleading and factually
incorrect, he said.

The use of particular words or phrases by protesters would not impact the arrest of anybody involved in
unlawful activity.



