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Prime Minister

Kia ora tatou

Today I am setting out our plan in the event we have a new case of community transmission of COVID-

19 in New Zealand.

I will take a bit of time to do that, and then I’ll be happy to take questions at the end.

Since we moved to level one, we have continued work to ensure we have an ongoing level of

preparedness for resurgence in New Zealand.

The framework I will be speaking to today has been through a Cabinet process, and is more important
than ever.

It is designed to give the public, and our business community as much certainty as we can around what

to expect if new cases inside our borders are found. And that is something we all must prepare for.

We have been 75 days without community transmission here in New Zealand, but COVID is now

exploding outside our borders and every country we have sought to replicate or have drawn from in the

fight against COVID has now experienced further community outbreaks.

We only need to look to Victoria, New South Wales, Hong Kong, Singapore and Korea to see examples of
other places that like us had the virus under control at a point in time only to see it emerge again.

This does not mean anyone has failed- it means perfection in the response to a virus, and a pandemic,

is just not possible. That is certainly the case as we see this pandemic continue to grow.  

The World Health Organisation this week reported the global infection rate is nearing 13 million cases,

with over 215,000 cases reported globally on Tuesday.

To put that into perspective when we closed our borders on the 19th of March there were 240,000 cases
in the world in total. It’s fifty times worse than that now.
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We see this growth in cases around the world reflected in the steady stream of New Zealanders

returning from overseas, some of whom are bringing the virus back with them, which we continue to

contain at our borders.

In the main the pattern of returnees carrying the virus reflects the state of COVID in the world, with our
cases coming from places like India, the US and the UK.

New modelling by Rodney Jones indicates there will be over 100,000 new cases a day in the US by the

end of the month, nearly 70,000 cases a day in India and nearly 10,000 cases a day across Europe by

early August.

We will continue to welcome home New Zealanders from these places as citizens, as they have a right to

come home to their legal place of residence. But with that right comes risk, and the need to continue
ongoing stringent measures to keep them, and everyone around them, safe.

Victoria in particular is a cautionary tale for New Zealand that we must learn from.

It appears their current outbreak is linked to a managed isolation facility similar to the ones we run here

and that the entire outbreak was seeded by just two cases.

That goes to show how quickly the virus can spread and it can move from being under control to out of

control, and that even the best plans still carry risk in a pandemic.

It’s important to remember that our border facilities have served us well so far.

Our testing regime is picking up cases amongst new arrivals who are in quarantine and nearly 30,000

people have been through a facility without a case of COVID transferring to the community. But there is

limited room for error.

Just as many of our frontline health workers like nurses who were in contact with COVID patients got

the virus from those patients during level 4 lockdown, our frontline border and airline staff and staff in

our managed isolation facilities are in daily contact with returnees carrying the virus. Even our most
experienced and trained support workers have picked up COVID.

Experts tell us that even with the best precautions possible, the chances of the virus passing from a

surface, or contact with someone who is a carrier are high.

We must prepare now for that eventuality and have a plan at the ready in the event that it does.

The first thing we need to do is continue to ensure our border and our managed isolation facilities stay

as tight as they can be.

We have ensured our frontline workers at the border are safe by wearing appropriate PPE, getting

regularly tested and that our systems for managing returnees are robust and limit the risk of spread. As

I say the system has done the job it was set up to do to date.

The work done by Minister Woods and Air Commodore Webb in recent weeks have made significant

additional improvements in this space, and we will continue to improve the system. Australia is

currently conducting an audit of its quarantine system and I’ve asked Prime Minister Morrison to share

any insights so we can continually learn and improve on what we do here.
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