15/12/2020 US returns remains of 54 indigenous peonle to New Zealand | World news | The Guardian

Ainge Roy, 2016 l

- = Ea

Descendants welcome the return of Maori heads to New Zealand with ..

This article is more than 4 years old
USreturns remains of 54 indigenous people to New
Zealand

Maori elders welcome major repatriation of remains, including four mummified heads,
saying: ‘They are finally coming home’

Eleanor Ainge Roy
Fri 27 May 2016 11.51 BST

Four mummified Maori heads have been returned to New Zealand as part of the secdnd—largest
repatriation of indigenous remains in the country’s history.

Following five years of negotiations, the Smithsonian Institution in the US agreed to return the
objects, made up of the remains of at least 54 Maori and Moriori individuals.

Descendants of the people whom the remains belong to were at Te Papa museum in Wellington
to extend a powhiri, a traditional Maori welcome.
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An example of a 19th-century mummified Maori head. Photograph:
Robert Pratta/Reuters

Haami Piripi, a Maori elder and member of the repatriation team, said the return of the remains
has helped to unite disparate Maori tribes across the country, some of whom had historically
been at odds.

“Today one of the people being returned was one of my own ancestors,” he said. “It is really a
joyful occasion. It is meant to be grieving and mournful, but it is joyful. Our ancestors were
whisked away in dubious circumstances centuries ago, and they are finally returning home,
after a very long journey.”

As part of the repatriation effort, the remains of a further six individuals were returned from
the UK and other US museums. Among them was a Miori child’s skull from Beneski Museum in
Massachusetts.
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“Over 300 Toi moko [tattooed, preserved Maori heads] have been returned to New Zealand in
the last two decades, and I have looked everyone in the face,” said Piripi. “I look at their moko
[facial tattoos] and think ‘T am sure I know you from somewhere’. And that really says it all.
Five or six generations on, those links remain. They are family.”

The New Zealand government’s indigenous repatriation programme has secured the return of
the remains of about 400 individuals since it was set up in 1990.

Piripi said the team’s research indicates there are about another 600 Maori remains stored in
institutions around the world, and potentially hundreds more “in attics in private homes in
Europe, forgotten about”.

Descendants of the people whom the remains belong to were at Te
Papa museum in Wellington on Friday. Photograph: Kate
Whitley/Te Papa

Dr Arapata Hakiwai, a Maori co-leader at Te Papa, said the remains would be stored in a wahi
tapu - or sacred place - within the musuem, and, if possible, returned to the tribes around the
country to which they belong for burial.

Hakiwai has been on several overseas expeditions to repatriate Toi moko, and said it was an
experience always tinged with sadness.

“When I am overseas, and I face a Toi moko, I speak to them,” he said. “I say: ‘Look, I’ve come
here to see you. I know you’re an ancestor, who lived amongst the mountains and the rivers. I
want to take you home, to rest among your land and your people. In the Maori world, you still
live?”

Hakiwai said the numbers of repatriated Maori remains would soon become too much for Te
Papa to store. He said the museum was working on identifying a national resting place for
remains that have not been returned to tribal lands.

Since you're here ...

... and it's nearly the end of the year, we have a small favour to ask. Millions have turned
to the Guardian for vital, independent, quality journalism throughout a turbulent and
challenging 2020. Readers in 180 countries, including New Zealand, now support us
financially. Will you join them?

We believe everyone deserves access to information that’s grounded in science and
truth, and analysis rooted in authority and integrity. That’s why we made a different
choice: to keep our reporting open for all readers, regardless of where they live or what
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“they can afford to pay. This means more people can be better informed, united, and

inspired to take meaningful action.

In these perilous times, a truth-seeking global news organisation like the Guardian is
essential. We have no shareholders or billionaire owner, meaning our journalism is free
from commercial and political influence - this makes us different. When it’s never been
more important, our independence allows us to investigate fearlessly, and challenge
those in power.

In this unprecedented year of intersecting crises, we have done just that, with revealing
journalism that had real-world impact: the inept handling of the Covid-19 crisis, the
Black Lives Matter protests, and the tumultuous US election.

We have enhanced our reputation for urgent, powerful reporting on the climate
emergency, and moved to practice what we preach, rejecting advertising from fossil fuel
companies, divesting from oil and gas companies and setting a course to achieve net
zero emissions by 2030.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Your funding powers our journalism, it
protects our independence, and ensures we can remain open for all. You can support us
through these challenging economic times and enable real-world impact.

Every contribution, however big or small, makes a real difference for our future. Support
the Guardian from as little as NZ$1 - and it only takes a minute. Thank you.
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