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Interactive census timeline

We have developed an interactive tool for exploring important dates in census hlstory
Interactive census timeline allows you to select different dates in history to learn abou

events since the 1840s.

- Statistics NZ, n.d.[b]

Census dates since 1851 |
The following table gives the dates of national and provincial population censuses Since 10w,

National census dates from 1851

Maorl census

145¢%

Year European census
1851 Saturday, 1 November No census held
1858  |Friday, 24 December September 1857——Seplember 18581
1861 Muﬁdéy, 16 December  No census held - 3
1864 Thursday ‘1 December No census held i
1867 Thursday. 19 December ] _No-ce-nsus held2 i
ﬁ _ Mund:;y._EY February No census held2 o
187477 Sunday, 1 Marclr - 7 March - o .
18?8 Sunday, 3 March March
1881 - sd}nd'éﬁé')\_pm April
1886 |Sunday, 28 March ~ |March -
1891 Sunday, 5 April . February -
1896 Sunday, 12 April Late February and March
1901 |Sunday, 31 March  |Late February
1906 Sunday, 29 Aprll |Late Aprll ;
1911 Sunday, 2 April March
1916 7 sEnan, TéE)ctoBer o Or:,toberCi i
1921 |Sunday, 17 April 1-7 April i _
1926 |Tuesday, 20 April Tuesday, 20 Apnl
é’(}zf)mm Cancelled
1936 Tuesday, 24 March  [Tuesday, 24 March
7341 ‘Cancelled ' '
1945 [Tuesday, 25 September iTuesd.ay. 25 September
1.946 Cancelled - - )
C From 1951, the European and Maori censuses were integrated into a general New
Zealand census
1951 Tuesday, 17 Apri
1956 | Tuesday, 17 April
1961 ‘Tuesday, 18 AF;FH 7 i )
1986  [Tuesday, 22 March
[1971 1Tuesday. 23 March
1976 7;Tﬁeseeiy, 23 March
1981 |Tuesday, 24 March )
19&6 iTLTesday 4 March
1991 W|Tuesday, 5 March
1996 ITuesday, 5 March
2001 |Tuasday, 6 March
2006 [Tuesday, 7 March

z- 2011
ERL, lons

Cancelled
|Tuesday. 5 March

1. With the exception of Nelson, where numbers from an 1855 provincial census were
used.

|2. While no census of Maori was held, the European census report contains estimates of
the Maori population, supplied by the Native Department.

3. Only included Maori in the North Island. From 1916 until 1951, the Maori census only
included Maori in the North Island. Maori in the South Island were counted in the

European census,

Provincial census dates 1853 to 1876

When the provinces were set up with their own governments in 1853, they became responsible for conducting
the census within their jurisdictions. They each passed their own legislation to do this. By 1858, the
inconsistent timing of the provincial censuses made it too hard to compile national statistics from them, so
national censuses were reintroduced. A few provincial governments continued to take their own censuses for
some years, but eventually stopped.

Provincial government

censuses
Auckland
Taranakl
Hawke s Bay
Welllnglon
Nelson

http://www.stats.go’

1854 1855 [1856 1857 |1858 |1859 1860 (1862 1863
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Marlborough

|
Canlerbury . |
Westland |
|

|

|Otago
Southland
European census

Both European and Maori
censuses

Note: Although censuses listed were held in same year, they were not necessarily held in the same month.

http:/imww.stats.govt.nz/Census/2013-census/info-about-the-census/intro-to-nz-census/history/historic-census-dates.aspx
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