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George VI

George VI became King unexpectedly following the abdication of his

brather, King Edward VIII, in 1936. Alsointhis section
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into which he was suddenly thrown. Reserved by nalure, and of deep Henry VIII

religious belief, he was helped in his worl by his wife. He had married
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Click on the image below to view Pathe footage of King George VI Other areas of interest

presenting new colours to the Grenadier Guards in 1938:

Her Majesly The Queen

The Queen and the UIK

The Royal Household

The Queen and the Commonweallh
The current Royal Family

Royal evenls and ceremonies
Charities and Patronages

The Royal Collection and other
collections

The Rayal Residences

Images and Broadcaslis

Queen and anniversary messages
Latest News and Diary

Inferest

The Royal Caollection
The Scoltish Government
The Welsh Assembly Govermiment

King George VI paid State Visils to France in 1938, and lo Canada and
the United States in 1939 (he was the first British monarch to enter the
United States).

His greatest achievements came during the Secand World War, when he
remained for most of the time at Buckingham Palace (the Palace was
bombed nine times during the war). He and his wife, Queen Elizabeth, -
visited severely bombed areas in the East End of London and elsewhere
in the country, gained him great popularity. ’

The King developed a close warking relationship with his wartime Prime
Minister, Winston Churchill, as most of Europe fell to Nazi Germany.

Recognising the total nature of modern warfare, in 1940 the King
instituted the George Cross and George Medal, to be awarded for acts of
bravery by citizens. In 1942, the George Cross was awarded to the island
and people of Malta in recognition of the heroism with which they had
resisted the eneny siege

Having served in the Navy during the First World War, including the Baltle
of Jutland, the King was anxious to visit his troops whenever possible.
He went to France in 1939 to inspect the Brilish Expeditionary Force, and
to North Africa in 1943 after the victory of EI Alamein

In June 1944, the King visited his Army on the Normandy beaches 10
days after D-Day, and Iater that year he visiled troops in Italy and the
Low Countries.

On VE Victory in Europe) Day, 8 May 1945, Buckingham Palace was a
focal point of the celebrations. The war had immeasurably strengthened
the link belween the King and his people.

In 1947, the King underlock a major lour of South Afiica, accompanied by
the Queen and thelr daughters, Princess Elizabelh and Princaess Margaret
- the first time a monarch had undertaken a tour with his family.

When India and Pakislan became independent in 1947, George ceased Lo
be Emperor of India. Changes in the Commenwealth meant that its tie
was no longer based on common allegiance to the Crown, but upon



recognition of the Sovereign as Head of the Commonwealth. -

These changes in the Commonwealth relationship and the social reforms
of the post-war Labour government occurred against the background of
Britain's wealk post-war economic posilion and the beginning of the Celd
War, which meant that the privations of war were extended well into the
post-war perioc.

By 1948, it seemed that Britain had overcome the worst hardships of the
post-war years, but the strain of the Second World War and the tensions
of the post-war peried had taken their toll on the King's health. The King
failed to recover from a lung operation, and died in his sleep on 6
February 1952 at Sandningham; he was aged 56.

Alter lying in stale at Westminster Hall, the King's funeral was held at St
George's Chapel, Windsor, where he lies buried.

At the King's funeral, attached to the Government's wreath was a card on
which Churchill had written the phrase inscribed on the Victoria Cross -
'Far Valour'

Read some of klng George VI's wartime radio broadcasts (pdf,
112kB)
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