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The Australian government says it has finalised a deal for a limited travel bubble
across the Tasman, but New Zealand PM Jacinda Ardern says the country is still

not ready to have quarantine-free travel.

Ardern and Morrison in February Photo: Penny Bradfield/Auspic

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said he spoke to his New Zealand counterpart
Jacinda Ardern earlier today.

Announcing the news across the Tasman, Deputy Prime Minister Michael
McCormack said stage 1 of a travel zone with New Zealand would see quarantine-
free travel into New South Wales and the Northern Territory,

s is the first stage in what we hope to see as a trans-Tasman bubble between

vo countries not just that state and that territory," he said.
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ifional Party leader Judith Collins said it seemed clear New Zealanders will be
able to go to some Australian states but when they come back they will have to go
into quarantme so some will just stay there longer and Australians will not be able
to come here.

"Tourism in New Zealand, domestic tourism, will also suffer if those people with
the disposable income are going to go to Australia and spend their money there
and then say 'l might as well stay for three months while New Zealand sorts itself
out' - of course we're going to lose more business.”

"Collins said pushing a travel bubble with Pacific countries is an obvious thing to

do, but it's not feasible until a border protection agency is in place and safety can
be assured.

- It's important to ensure that New Zealand does not export Covid-19 to places like
' Samoa, she says.

Tourism Industry Aotearoa chief executive Chris Roberts told Checkpoint the policy
was a "crack in the door".

"Someone might want to buy a one-way ticket to Australia to reunite with family
but no-one's going to hop on a plane and go for a weekend's shopping in Sydney
and come back into two weeks' isolation in New Zealand," Roberts said.

"It's the first development of opening up the Tasman, but it's fairly
inconsequential.”

Roberts said he think internal Australian politics is behind the announcement.

"The federal government in Australia and the government of New South Wales are

working together to put pressure on the other Australian states to open up,
because there are still barriers to travel from state to state in Australia. What they
really want is for all of Australia to open up. New Zealand is sort of being used to
get that to happen.

"In a way we're happy to be used because it starts the conversation. We can start
having talk about how that safe travel can happen. But until we can have isolation-
free travel on both sides of the Tasman it's not going to make a big difference.

"We think once we get past the election we can have some further discussions
between the two governments, hopefully the borders can open in a proper fashion
before Christmas."

Read more about the 2020 election:
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