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AUCKLAND WILL MOVE TO LEVEL 1 AT 11:59PM ON WEDNESDAY
3 TEPUNAC n \

PM Jacinda Ardern said there was "high confidence" that the Auckland cluster had been contained.
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Auckland will drop into alert level 1 at 11.59pm on Wednesday night, Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern has confirmed.

The long-awaited move was confirmed during today's coronavirus media briefing, where
Ardern announced level 1 would kick in at 11.59pm on Wednesday.

Auckland has been at alert levels 3, 2, and 2.5 since a community outbreak in August.

The discovery of new cases of community transmission also sent the rest of the country
into alert level 2, but everywhere aside from Auckland has been operating under relaxed
strictions since last month.
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" Level1 |
(From 11.59pm, October 7)

» Wearing a mask on public transport not
required but still encouraged

» Stay home and get tested if sick

. Continue to use the Covid tracking app ¢ L 1
or record visits and keep track of R SR
who you have spent time with Kl as

' Businesses must continue to
display QR codes

- Continue to wash your hands
with soap for at least N
20 seconds . AR

Maintain social 7 {
distancing from y -
strangers when o :
out and about Aa

Lo A

Under level 1, Aucklanders will now be able to go about life as usual, though Ardern urged

" Source: covidiSgovt.nz. Herald Network gra_bhlc )

people to remain vigilant.

She said the number of scans recorded on the Government Covid-19 tracer app had
halved, and warned people against "complacency".

"It is still a requirement that businesses display the QR code so please, do keep checking

in.
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She also urged people to stay home if they were sick,/and to call Healthline and get test
R - Special digital dea
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"Resurgence of the virus is not our only worry, resurgence of comgfgtcsaeé?:?fs right up there

t00," she said. $ 150 perweek
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New York back on alert as Covid-19 hot
spots flare
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Read More
» Covid 19 coronavirus: Five new cases - all in isolation; Jacinda Ardern's decision onlevel 1
L.

« Covid 19 coronavirus: All but eliminated - but Jacinda Ardern can't move Auckland to
levellto..

» Covid 19 coronavirus: Donald Trump briefly leaves Walter Reed hospital for a drive - NZ
Herald '

+ Covid-19 coronavirus: Donald Trump's condition - latest update from doctors - NZ Herald

In level 2, residents were expected to maintain social distancing, keep gatherings to a 100-
person limit, and wearing masks on public transport was mandatory.

In level 2.5 gatherings were limited to 10 people, and in level 3 residents were encouraged
to stay home, and many businesses were closed.
At level 1 people using public transport are not required to wear a mask, though Ardern

said she wanted to encourage a culture of continuing to wear them.

Today's announcement was welcome news to the city, which was dealt an economic blow
by the second outbreak.

Ardern said the Auckland cluster was the country's largest, with 179 cases. But there was
now a 95 per cent probability the cluster had been fully contained.

Positive community cases of the virus were last reported in Auckland on September 23.

Yesterday, Ardern said the country's Covid response had been tracking as expected, but
she would not speculate about today's decision.

"Any decision that is made won't come into force until Wednesday; that's because we need
to give notice about the rule changes," she said.
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On September 23, 6 cases from February were added to the total case count and on September

26 another historic case was included.

Globally

| 35,058,283 | | 24,405174 || 1,035,452
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Auckland Mayor Phil Goff immediately welcomed the Government's decision.
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result," he said.
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"It's great news for businesses, which will be able to tfade a§a|n as normal under Level

providing a welcome boost for the economy. It's also great oW %ar gﬁan ers Who C
Subscribe now and get 70% off for the

enjoy gathering with friends and family and attending major eversiseswekenal," Goff said.
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"l encourage everyone to get out and support local blisiness, ca‘ﬁé}_ﬁ@rg{;@g{ants and
make the most of everything our beautiful city has to|offer.

"The Elemental Festival is in full swing, with more than 40 e\JentsSQEiﬁégeﬁl?@klaJ;ll and the

Diwali Festival is set to light up the region from 27 October to 14 November.
SEE ALL OFFERS

The Ministry of Health today announced one new case of coronavirus caught at the border,
and no new cases in the community. There are 40 active cases at the moment, six of which

are community cases.

Meanwhile, new requirements for air crew came into effect last night, after changes were
made under the Covid-19 Public Health Response Act 2020.

All New Zealand-based air crew must now use PPE on all flights and isolate with other
crew members while on overseas layovers, and when in New Zealand.

New Zealand-based crew returning here from high-risk locations overseas now must self-
isolate for at least 48 hours after they return, and until they are assessed as being low risk
of having Covid-19, including receiving a negative test.

Overseas-based air crew must wear appropriate PPE while in New Zealand airports and
whenever travelling between the airport and their hotel.
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