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¢ 1867 established four Maori seats in the
House of Representatives, initially for a period of five years. The act gave

The Maori Representation Ac

the vote to all Miori males aged 21 and over.

This innovation was intended to bring Maori into mainstream political
life and help ensure lasting peace between Maori and Pakeha. It was
also, initially at least, seen as a way of rewarding those iwi who had
fought alongside government troops during the New Zealand Wars.

The first elections were held in 1868, with 15 April the nomination day
in all four Maori seats. Frederick Nene Russell (Northern Maori) and
Mete Kingi Te Rangi Paetahi (Western Maori) were elected
unopposed. In Eastern Maori, there were two candidates and Tareha
Te Moananui was elected after a show of hands. In Southern Maori,
there were three candidates and a poll was demanded. This was
won in June by John Patterson (also known as Hone Paratene
Tamanui a Rangi).

The experiment was extended in 1872 and, four years later, the Maori
seats were established on a permanent basis.

Read more on NZHistory
a — Maori and the vote

constitutional timeline ~ Political and cpnstituti n; [«

the vote — Maori and the vote

\B6R 920

Related content W

We héve 17 biographies, 5 articles,

related to First M3ori MPs elected to
Shirs s event




Papawai, the Maori capital - roadside stories — The Treaty in practice

External links
Maori representation (Electoral Commission)
Nga Mangai - Maori representation (Te Ara)

HOW TO CITE THIS PAGE
'First Maori MPs elected to Parliament, URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/first-three-maori-
mps-elected-to-parliament, (Ministry for Culture and Heritage), updated 19-Oct-2020




