New Zealand Coat of Arms 1911-1956

ARMS.—Quartgrly, Azure and Gules on a Pale Argent ibree Lymphads Sable, 1n tho first

* Quarter, four Mullets fn Cross of the last, cach surmounted by a Mullet of the second (repre-

sonting the Constellation of the Southern Cross)y in the second Quarter, a Fleece; in tho third,
a Garb; amd in the fourth, two Mining Hammers in Saltire all Or.

CREST.~0n a Wreath of tho Colours, a demi-Lion rampant guardant Or suppotling a Flag-

stafl ereet proper diereon Aying to the silster the Union Flag,

SUPPORTERS,~O0n the dexter side, o female Figugé proper vested !Argent supporting in
the dexter hand o Plag-staffl praper, hoisted théreon the Hnsign of the Dominion of New Zealand,
anit on thie sinister side o Maori Rangatira (Chieflain) vésted proper holding in hig dexter handa
T ;n_ln]m {hatbers) all proper, 3

. Awthorized by Royal Warrani doted 26th Augus), 1911,

The first New Zealand Coat of Arms (officlally the Armorlal Bearings of the Dominlon of New
Zealand), which was warranted on 26 August 1911, Note that ‘dexter’ and 'sinister” are Latin
for‘right’ and "left’ respectively.

From 1840 until 1911 New Zealand used the British Royal Arms. The first known move to
establish a Coat of Arms for New Zealand was a design competition in 1906. Unfortunately the
submissions were destroyed by a fire in the old Parliament Buildings the following year.

When the competition was rerun in 1908, 75 designs featuring everything from kiwis, sheep,
cows, moa and lions to stars, ships, British soldiers, Maori warriors and Union Jacks were
received. Three entries were sent to England for the final judging.

The wnnner was James McDonald, a draughtsman in the Department ofTuurIst_and Health
Resorts A Royal'Warrant grantlng “armorial en5|gn's and supports was issued on 26 August
1911 and published in the New Zealand Gazette on 11 January 1912,

The 1911 Coat of Arms was replaced in 1956 by the current coat of arms:
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The main alterations included:

adding St Edward’s Crown to symbolise Queen Elizabeth I as Queen of New Zealand
redrawing the quarterings in the shield

facing the supporters inwards instead of to the front, with the Maori chieftain gaining a
kapeu (a greenstone ear pendant)

replacing the scroll with two fern leaves

replacing ‘onward’ with ‘New Zealand’,

Credit:

New Zealand Official Year-Book, 1912

See also: National Coat of Arms of New Zealand on the Heraldry of the World wabsite

How to cite this page: 'New Zealand Coat of Arms 1911-1956', URL: http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/media/photo/new-
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