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To Heke, it seemed
that the rangatira-
tanga promised to
the chiefs in the
Treaty had been
usurped, and he
decided to strike at
British authority.

THE PENGUIN HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND

haeata had moved his forces up the Horokiri Valley and there,
is now called Battle Hill, in August 1846 they stopped the adva
the government troops,

atwhat
nce of

with casualties on both sides. Rangihaeaty was

eventually allowed to retreat to the Horowhenua district, where he was
left unmolested and died during a measles epidemic nine years later,
Te Rauparaha, meanwhile, had been held by Grey without charge fo;
10 months and then returned to his people at Otaki, where it became
apparent that, because of his arrest, his mana and therefore hig
influence had waned. Like Te Rangihaeata, he began to attend church
services but declined to convert to Christianity. He died in 1849 and
was buried first near the Anglican church Rangiatea, and then on

Kapiti Island, his old stronghold.

While tension had been mounting in Wellington in 1844, more
serious and extensive conflict had broken out in the far north. Hone
Heke of Ngapuhi, the first chief to sign the Treaty of Waitangi, had
become disenchanted with the effects of European colonisation, He
lamented the shift of the capital from Kororareka to Auckland, which
had reduced the importance of the Bay of Islands, removed many of its
former economic benefits and, in conjunction with the introduction of
customs duties and shipping levies, contributed to a depression. Heke
was further incensed by a government ban on the felling of kauri trees
and by the hanging of Maketu, son of the N gapuhi chief Ruhi, for the
murder of a European family. To Heke, it seemed that the rangatira-
tanga promised to the chiefs in the Treaty had been usurped, and he

decided to strike at British authority.

On 8 July 1844, Te Haratua, Heke's second-in-command, cut down
the flagstaff at Kororareka. This had originally been a gift to the district
from Heke, for the purpose of flying a Maori flag. Instead, it had been
used by British forces to fly the Union Jack. Worried about the implica-

tions of this gesture, Gove
from New South Wales but took no
January the following year Heke cut down
and another on 19 January. FitzRoy then offeted a reward for Heke's
capture and established a military presence in

FitzRoy requested additional troops
r immediate action. On 10
e replacement flagpole,

rorareka. Meanwhile

Heke gained the support of his fellow Treaty-signatgry Kawiti of Ngati

Hine and together they attacked Kororareka on

5. After

one day’s fighting - 600 Maori against 250 armed defenders — the Maori
forces withdrew, leaving 20 Europeans dead and having lost somewhat
more of their own fighters. In their wake a powder magazine exploded
and set fire to much of the town. Maori and Pakeha joined in subse-

quent looting.

Two wars were waged in the months that followed, sometimes
separately and sometimes simultaneously. Tamati Waka Nene and
most Hokianga Ngapuhi chiefs attacked Heke and his allies in a revival
of earlier tribal conflict. Then these kupapa or ‘friendly’ Maori (inean-

ing friendly to the Crown) joined the imperial forces for joint action on
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