THE ARRIVAL OF EUROPE

In a six-month-long circumnavigation of the country in the
parque Endeavour, a converted North Sea collier, James Cook
et with Maori on dozens of occasions, on board ship and in
their settlements ashore. He even sailed 20 km up the Waihou
River at the head of the Hauraki Gulf and into the interior of the
country. Thanks to the presence of the Tahitian ariki Tupaia,
who had boarded the Endeavour at Raiatea and learned sufficient
English to communicate with the ship’s master and crew, Cook
was also able to communicate with the New Zealanders and thus
allow a transfer of information in both directions across the
same cultural divide that Tasman, with disastrous conse-
quences, had been unable to bridge. As Anne Salmond has
noted, ‘not only did the Europeans have extensive opportunities
to observe Maori life in different parts of the country, Maori
people of various tribes had the first opportunity to examine
Europeans at close quarters — to trade with them, to fight with
them, to become infected with European diseases and to work
out strategies for dealing with [them].

The first New Zealanders compelled to devise such strategies
were Rongowhakaata people of the East Coast of the North
Island. Some of them, when they saw the Endeavour in Poverty
Bay on 8 October 1769, believed it to be a floating island; others
suspected it was a giant bird. Both phenomena, floating islands
and birds, featured in their mythology and such identifications
fitted what they saw into the cosmography with which they
were familiar. Like the Ngati Tumatakokiri people of Golden
Bay, however, Poverty Bay Maori paid a price for confronting
the unknown visitors. Whenia Maori party approached the
Endeavour’s pinnace ashore on the bank of the Turanganui

River and ceremonially challenged the crew, a sailor judged
their intention to be hostile and shot one man dead. The
following day another local was killed for snatching a sword
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THE PENGUIN HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND

from an Englishman and brandishing it menacingly.

Cook, son of a humble farm labourer and a plain Yorkshir,
man of modest learning but considerable humanity, regrett,
these casualties, neither of which he had ordered; He was
carrying instructions from the Earl of Morton, President of the
Royal Society, which had described native populations of th,
places he might visit as ‘human creatures, the work of the sam
omnipotent Author, equally under his care with the mos
polished European ... No European nation has the right to
occupy any part of their country ... without their voluntary
consent.’ After only a fortnight offthe New Zealand coast, Cook’s

over their heads: ‘not I believe at all frightened, Banks said, nwcw
content with having shewd their courage by twice insulting us,
We now begin to know these people and are much less afraid ,, *
Unlike Tasman, Banks and Cook recognised that bravado w;

process close to the Maori custom of reciprocity and recognise
in most parts of the country that the Englishmen visited. .
Cook’s circumnavigation and mapping of New Zealand -
‘precise, comprehensive and consistent’, in the later words 0!
one Cook scholar ~ represented an expert feat of seamanship
and cartography. He determined the proportions and shape o
the country with considerable accuracy, mistaking only Ban!
Peninsula for an island and Stewart Island for apossible pe
sula. In this manner, alongside his immediately subsequ
mapping of the east coast of Australia, Cook largely disposed of
the myth of Terra Australis Incognita and established t
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Tasman’s single line of cartographic scrawl was in fact an
indication of the two principal islands of New Zealand. He
recognised the relationship of Maori culture to that of the
Tahitians, and deduced rightly that the two peoples must share
a source of origin. .

With Banks and the ship’s artists, Cook began the process of
documenting the language and material culture of Maoriin the
eighteenth century. The corpus of knowledge which he and his
menassembled on all his visits to New Zealand would be a boon
to scientists, historians and anthropologists for the next 200
years. Cook’s sober but-positive reports on the resources of
the country, especially its timber and flax, its seals in the south-
west and the quantity of whales in the surrounding seas, led
directly toa quickening of British interest in New Zealand and
to the establishment of extractive industries there in the Jate
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,

In the course of his three voyages and four visits to the
country (two in 1773 ~74), Cook spent a tota] of 328 days off or
onthe coast of New Zealand. For Maori, the consequences were
far-reaching, although they did not immediately change the
cultural pattern or the quality of mmw\\ﬁo-m@ Maori life. The
bartering introduced Maori to metals, especially in the form of
nails, which were immediately sought after for their efficacyand
long life in the form of chisels, gouges and fishhooks. Sexual
€ncounters brought the unpleasant phenomenon of venereal
disease to communities where Cook’s crews stayed for longer
Periods, particularly in Queen Charlotte Sound. The English-
Mmen left vegetables, especially potatoes and turnips, which
Would become major items in the Maoridietand economy (just
20 years after Cook’s visit to the Hauraki district, English ships’
Crews found an abundance of potato cultivations from Tapu
South to mma:mmmv. They introduced Maori to European fire-
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It was as ‘Aotea’ that New Zealand became known those long
centuries ago. Kupe called the . . . North Island ‘Aotearoa’ — the Long
White Cloud; and today Euro peans who love to keep alive the old
names will call New Zealand Aotearoa.

Itis not difficult to see why the story was embraced with enthusiasm
by those very Europeans directly appealed to in the School Journal
story. It was an inspirational account of the discovery of New Zealand.
It gave names, Ku pe and Ngahue, to Polynesian navigators who would
otherwise be nameless. In its full elaboration through a series of
adventures around the New Zealand coast involving moa, greenstone
and a fight with a giant octopus, the saga gifts New Zealand a founding
myth every bit as majestic as the stories that Pakeha settlers carried
with them from Europe (Jason and the Argonauts, the labours of
Hercules), Its telling was part of a process that fitted Maori tradi tion
into the cultural patterns of late nineteenth- and early twentieth-
century Pakeha New Zealand, which was looking for stories of reso-
nance and nobility to make the human occupation of the country
seem more deeply rooted and worthy of pride than it might by virtue
~ofits (at that time) rather thin European heritage.

All that is understandable and excusable. And, one might add, In fact, in the pre-
that same account became a source of pride for Maori and an European era, Maori
antidote to the concurrent and widespread view that Tasman and had no name for the
Cook ‘discovered’ New Zealand. As myth, then, the Kupe story country as a whole,

worked well and had much to commend it.

The problem that late twentieth-century scholars had with it,
Maori and Pakeha, is that, as told here and as compiled by its
_progenitor, amateur ethnologist Stephenson Percy Smith, the story
had no sound basis in Maori tradition. About half the tribes in New
- Zealand have Kupe stories, but they are by no means congruent and
can, in fact, be divided quite distinetly into east and west coast
versions. In areas where he does figure, Kupe is a contempora ry of
the ancestors of the major canoes and located about twenty-one
generations ago or in the fourteenth century AD. The Kupe of
authentic mythology was not always associated with the name

+hope Aotearoa, and in more than one version of the story Aotearoa was
ddle and given as the name of his canoe,

rer it rose The Smith version of the Kupe story and its dissemination in the
y could School Journal and other literature, and the title of the first widely
108t read general history of New Zealand, William Pember Reeves's The
he white Long White Cloud (1898), all po pularised and entrenched the notion
the

that the Maori name for New Zealand had been and still was Aotearoa.
After decades of repetition, Maori themselves came to believe that this
was so. And, because shared mythology is ultimately more pervasive
and more powerful than history, it became so.

In fact, in the pre-European era, Maori had no name for the country
as a whole. Polynesian ancestors came from motu or islands, and it

the fleecy
alley, and
their

ed even



0] LIOBJA UI PIOM STU JO 38[] 'pue[eaz MoN Ul s100[gns ORA-UIOU
BI010IA UANY) 03 13ja1 03 pyayed, uiis) ot pekoduws osfe fjealloq],

p61 [IUN 1IN0D PUe] oYl pue ‘g19)PW OB 10}
a[qisuodsal Juaurredop-1UaWIUISA0S PUE I9)SIUTU
1PUIqe 8Y) 9qLI0SaP 0} pafordws sem ATEN,
DIOM 3T} ‘19A9MOY ‘93esn [P0 U] ourl Awt st
OBJAl 19UO [[E 9Ie (SPADBN) @M 08 © ysisud [e
1B NOA se isnf, :Aeg] 8, MEH JO SIa[1SS ueadoinyg
9U1 0} Aes 0] se Ie] 08 08 pinom nungunyey 1e3N
10 [SueIMIUD{EWE], B1eUdy 0981 Aq puy "HI0BN
Suowe asn peaidsapim Ul sem UMO 831 U0 LIOBA
. pIom 3y} sQET Ul Ag "SoWEYL JO YT oy ur
nupy ooy diys 9y} Jo rewnol 8yl 03} ‘1081 SE 1ey
se yorq 5908 U0ISSaIdXd TRy} JO 2OUSPIAS papi00Jal
pospul ‘pue - oW Y £q seAfeswaY} O} SULLIISI
 5Iom TIORJ MOT] $31BJIPUL SITL "3} 210USp 0l
- ordoad Areurplo - JHoewl pregue), U0ISSaIdXD
a1} pasn 18ueieM Jo Aleall 91l JO X} LIOBN
3y ¢,SISPUB[EIZ MIN, SB PUB[EIZ MON Jjo siue
Igeyul 9ATRU Y] 0] paLiafal AImiued yludolauiu
911 JO J[eY 1814 31 Ul sueadoIny 150U S[IYM

OLILT,
pIe3UR].

o1




2003)

J

(King

¢

007" @gi

$ee ves

POQT [NUN IDYDUSPIOR © S© JUSWIRIIR] U PIUrewas Aa1ey
uorssardap oY1 Jo S19910 JuISISIA |
aY3 jo asnedaq wed ur ‘wondse 6481 oYy 150] TUDWUIdAG ¢
U1 A[[ENIURAY "PIAJOAUT DI9M “YORUIRT PUR INOIS SIISTUI sy
jo omy yorya ut Auedwio) ermymouly pueesz man 3y popes
asudiajus puey eanemoads e Jo suonerado ays spremos 3[nisoy
Apwonixo auredaq 9f "UMO SIY Jo $a510Y-4qqoy uo 30 Burpu
01 3uo1d pue ‘SNOIYUBIUELD PUE HIIRIXOINE SWIT} ST Aq ospe
sem o “paduaiieyd Sutaq 01 pauroisnooe Jou sem 4319y oYy
uennRiod 01 vonIsuLn 31 punoj (nsuodo1d 1DULI0} Y | *$8333
v jou sea digssarmard sty ang < 4o1o) Jous0405) poos, jo rm
~SLIPUD PUB RURTI [ENPISAI DY JO SSNEIIG UPLISIILYS P[O-1804-§
Y3 4q 941 03 PAULIN JUSTRIIR ] "21031 DY} JO STOTUI] Aoy
s1a31e2 [eot[od 11941 Ut A1ee PagnUapI yloq @ouelfeg Uyof p
O3S 319q0Y BUIPNIOUL 193IR] 9] ‘S[RISQI] PUR SPAIRAIISUOD
12ULGED PIXIU € Y3141 33HJO 00} A31€) $SaNSSI PAILJOIUN 110 9S00}
9Y3 JO BOULPLUOD Y} 1SO] UOSUDRY USYAA “Pa|Ie} oY STy U
nq ‘wiasAs eroutaoxd sy aes 03 sem sonijod peuoneu Surisyu
Ul SWIE SIY JO JUQ "9OUIAOL] pueppny jo juspusiuizadn
se 204Jo BuIp[oy a1y IS1[Iea SIea oM} JUSUIRI[IE] PaISNG
PRY 3H "LLQT Ul 11w SWEd3q 4915) I0UWIPAOS) Pwioy
Bunuesm punoy ur
1oy Ut pue patn axam 4a19) 281099y se yons ‘spesodoid feorpe
IO 144 SURIONI[OA S8 9010 JO ING PUE 03UL SAOUL 03 PANURUO
UOSUDYIY Ing "3)LI0IDI]D I9PIM Y} 10 JUSWIRI[IRG SSNYIU3
pare[no[es afessow v Afpaey sem sty 41940001 [erusas 01 s
Y} S UOHRISPOUT PUE JIIY] 104 PIRY, MES 5Y ‘SOJLIM 1195524
yapn| sy sasuodsar ad41-aBoA eourusiunod 03 pasnyor ‘s
uossaxdap ay) Jo Us) 10} 1DINSLOI, [BIUO[O]) SE UOSUDIY *S9F
J2m0f 3¢ pred aq ppnos Ay e os ‘ot uey: ayre: uaIpl
pue uswom uo ayes 03 swiojdwa ueqn Suowre Lruspus:
pue SUOHIPUO) BURjIOm Ul UCnEIOUSPP ¥ Guswdordusy

puo15a1 01 P 1] "S1834 UGRIXTS punoxe 10§ 401830u p1p Awrouoss
e[E97 MIN Y YOTGA UL UoISsanay OPIMPLIOM Jo porzad e ojut
10T, 91 PII[E 29 01 swed jeym yim muwmxomwou.. - 1681
2 9LYT UDIMISG WIaLY3 JO ALy — sdwysiatard uosupRy sy 1.
| 4 SIRpUNOg [00Y0s UM
goe Bupjeads 101 paysiund uasq pey 4oy e Surirodsr
JIP[1YO AUty yiim ‘Pomor[o] yeyy sieal Ay ug mﬁ.tﬁwxw
3 ue} SOWBOWOS sem Aorjod sy 98pa[mowy. jo Pliom
OPIM L 0] §5300% 5] rdndsa18 01 ‘sp00 Y08 oy ur ystduy pue awoy
P JUIPA] 359 Sean HOPL Yo yBnon s0991 sy ur SNSST S} uo
TA © passaidxa oym syusred 950U JO IS0 “ysyBug oq 03 sea
POLPS 93 ur wopsnIsur jo wmipsw 3y ‘syuared tioepy jo
baz oymads ayy 3y Husunredacy saney sy Jo uorstazadns
19PUR SINUNWIWOD ORI Jo 1s9nbor 241 12 paysTqesss aq
sjooyps Arewrad pajqeus 41 0¥ STo0NOg sateN LogT ay
103 pa1ates Apesire siom Aeiy Inq ‘sjooyos preoq [e20] puaye
PRYSIM o5 syuared sy 10 Ao 1 PInod uwaappys Loep
JuswIEILIRd JO S1ovy
) eredss 1opun PRUsIIqeIss sfooyds ySy 4q paplaoxd sem ‘5061
B ULUawILIA05) moqe 1814 943 3o uondss oy (nun 931 aq
1 PMos yorym ‘uonesnpo Arepuodeg -sanupd [I1s suones|
HURWWos pue pazayyens UB3O a1om santunwmos SI9Yym seore
arAprenon red ‘wosds QI ULISNeaMm Y3 sem I jse)
L ssnunwwos ume FRYIUTSI001s Jo Juswsfeuruy 107 3[q1s
Uodsar pue SI9P[oYasnoy fesoy 4q paosys sean o) moomu,m
451001 ssex8 oy 3y - waysds [euaosd sy 1opun paysixe 1oy
v.M“ Mw vwmno&@w&u Appdre) yorgm ‘Spreaq uonesnps 1o1sip
" &www Mom@m ?wnwﬁmm [BI3QIT 351y 53 swodsq pnom
g mwﬁm Ol ouelrey uyof sem woym JoIsag o)
3 30 1istuty ® pue ywounredap mou v seam doy Y1y
Bensmwpe Jowayss paton-soz y1eaq oy sem Y 1 Anunod

ENOILYN DNINOILONNA ¥ UNY¥IVIZ MaN 30 AYOLSIH NINONIL THL




v uo duinf o1 Aot 10U JjqE Wiy punoe spenba 21L10(01 M1 AqEUR “[GNS
Suraq MOYIA ST URPUHOA AWWUNSUOD B PUv Sopnsupupe pood v us
jo uouepaidde STy Ul PAAIYS "SI ‘(yanio} ‘avtoa pue Apoq ut paMog
94T DYEESY MEN 0 LRACDS( 9L
“URE PUR WA
jo Buporvur j1ad A sem S UNO SH IO} WY PAUBE] PUP[ Y3 210J9q
‘duysupuiess LOPK JO WERY Y1 18 20U LOTN oy ut ureided HOVW YL

%t

o 1Ghe1 L IOA HORD SeweY HBIIRT) O SORIOT

ol

-asodmd 2y 10} 23048
wo A|EONSEISHLIND W) dNAUL O "Pasput pray AU} U0 WYL HI0WY 01 seA
ajqrsiuBosar AIPEal 10U 2134 OYM SIIPTATUL LA aspndun 183y 77 SLORR YL

SGuARL MEERT JO OO YL

e 5561 T I0A R
~215ydSIURY WIGHOU U} JO STUBNGEYUL 1 JO POUIUIAUOD
a0y peSueite udaq SEY "I 01 UIAUP SIUHPWOS $1 U0 ‘pHOM JMT

o5 ppsl SOIIRISON, JO BIHRIS D@ PUR DUGRRZ XN

woyl pouLie(e A[[piouad Sey UAILIS SI PUY KBy peonyod
o1 suoid wovq 1asdu 2avy A1 aidoad pownduid e 25 SIAPURRIZ. MIN
. 7 280N 3O AUSIOAYY HUYL
weayBuy Lo p
0 PIOJXQ) [e00] 2y Aq sopon

e L6k B

ystjBug Apunos wuo w Au0j00 ¢ — IBpLquy
TP I U2 A O “doysiq Y Aq upAtay 01 apsmbs a1 Aq e pYpauY
‘sureyd uvapodnuy uidis uo Suysunpf puviBuil PO Jo PUISSIPAL adu oy
“amnd pue pauyjaa &jquiaut SAUOIOENISIY IO ou M A0 4 Amgraue)
‘b EEL AR fiouyg o PUBRIZ BN
KGrawos op 01 A3S8m
dop et Wwougda00) v

a1 199) SSARULBARU ABUr Op 01 TWYM MOUY 3
forsy RSty HOVSE DULRE MEN
1 peay Aepslio pipos Ay W
Supfiieg w poyed ApBusy v Buipuads

goridsns A1 01 U Buad moynm
Znglioney v geGao] Wi 281000 AN

Qaf [RISSIOONS UIIG PUY OYM J3uLL

7 wN 1t ADSSERR UDSTRNG U
ONOAIP S UL WY PAfIe] ANUNed
1 puy/po) ay Munos ap jo sepduioxa pue swondd
Esavovgr pue wspowed W sendoarg andury
A10 JJOSWITY S DAISSEUL ST i) B Fuipaip
d SHOLIOGE] € PUE JAUUT) SHOLIOGE] ¥ SEA O

9% s 150833 B
oy 1Byl Pies 3 OUYR
g sea oy Kapqis o1 g
stug oyt pue samduog Ay U
$3101 IO Ut [MJSSa00NS "UCALO

B GEEL AT BOUE Y B MDRE

, 1004 tquIvadsay Ay ssep

Buipundxs pue SuyBinns eyl woy Ajuretu 2T PUB[EIZ MAN JO SISIU0I00 YL
579541 A0 BOYS Y PURRST SON

“arnyie) Jo SSAUIAMIQ A} Y PUST 3q sl sourjod

0 UOBTIIUOD S *AQU JIAIMOY UV ¥ YONS O pue sy g 2[RI punoj

57 ~ ewe wyor “apoueibesg

som 21 ‘senba SIY 21101 01 JGEUL) WNNSIP PUT JURUILASHT 1Y) BA0 00

sea usWANUNOD suy wioy) pauted A81us A1 YoM pIEMAl A Bcwﬁgx

o papiaoxd 124 10u seq KIowsHy PR JO Auownue U St 1RO0INE (eI W

GIE WG IRy i 50 uoRRIOIING BYL 00D souer i3

—oudSaued spdure sy st oyeg a1 jo dew Yy

JLMYD NHOS ‘TTOHITOVIE

962 Prbl SHORIN WIODON SIS M
e B nok 1BLYM ST AU PUE 'POO] ST POOT
12155 10 10y pogpafoqe Ao Typ “wossop 10} 133G pur Hed Anq ) sdoys
U1 01 UMOp MBS JUGMTS UDLL pue Paras aq Keur 251003 1631 YL "N B3 O}
Apear s pr0Aue Jerauaym 183 01 Apear aq [ POOJ ST "SSASOY LOTW YL 05
1on AN Yo-FALLE 10U Op s15an8 101 Ji PALLIOM 200G Aewls SSAIS0Y eyaped v

1S3INYT ‘FIOHIIOVIE

a6y BE OBNH SIBON EPIN IS
‘pueedy MON 9] jenf | ‘Bijensny 01 JWod upp |
D143 'HOV3E
“y SRy SlweBiug Bunnoge) put e wog pnousig
o saane) Sieind 01 nouiig MIN Grwned ARSUOACY WO 2381 Aeniaag 42 Jeuw]
“PHOM UMOWY AU} Ul ST INOQIRY [RjuInEaq B ST pooamIapun] Uod
(2} WYITTIM 'K1AVE
“aBekon pusins SR weile] Buunp BmusApY
Bigs O JBLIOUBASE i Feyp ey midy 21 PAAISH0 10 94 50 puipy Ao UE UM PIQ JApod, oyl
cupmods o1 Aq pAGaTSa YonWE 08 ULLIANQ Y1 PIaxd 01 18} 19 SSAULPU I3
Lowoyep 0] Sunes wauy A1 3G O wBnoys are A3y 1, 'spaig-A204 PjfEd 21¢ 3L
WYITUM KIAYE

2
b

£1 186 PUNOS DHOP LADND) SRIXEY WM JO SIOWSH SUL
"SADBINIOPUL I
s1a0d aa1810) “asoddns | IsnI AU $IOL} OF LIS 3 UM apquipasun siempe
sean Wi UOOMS PUE NDEIG AIM YOIYA ‘SqUInYL STy 1o ‘spuipy STy SeM 1]
D6 11g61 IONEG WITHIA O SHOWSHY 4L
‘S1amOY) JO [} sALme sea 1] -sasodind Kreurpio Joj 19piq N0 PIST 1AM M,
INIOITHN HILXVE

“GF Qu6s £5408 91 JO 040 U1 UPSUNG
“FOUIISUOD SHIIA[E) © S8 PO

705 201 R0l PIIIOD " FULIIL N PUE ARG UL O UORINPONUE
-asmBsIp UI HORJN 3G 01 SN 18 IS sey
Joswity 1LY 10U PIP Y JI ‘uLYSLY ue ‘s1apureaz soN weadomsy Suoury
‘Pt (1@t FOINDG WA JO SHOWRN 4L YL
“1p | 2I0J3q IPULILM JUID
sad 2u0 1 LW KNUNOD S JO JILW [PUOROWd 3 2Bueyy 01 MY PROA T
701 1961 1S wel £ G WD ON DAY § HANRG IDULON B payonk .kva&m.mc_zmv anud,
oy &q pasy Kuew 4q pawadsay
1oadsur jooyds pred-jm e pomBe O IN
peshwr ins sea | {py Y1 owlt suo | USHAL




}(Mcj 1003 Tt

If popular mythology is to be believed, the discov-
erer of New Zealand was a Polynesian voyager
named Kupe. Oddly, this myth was Pakeha in
origin rather than Maori. Maori came to embrace
it solely as a result of its widespread publication
and dissemination in New Zealand primary
schools between the 1910s and the 1970s.

One version of the narrative sequence that David Simmons characterised
as ‘the Great New Zealand Myth’ went like this:

950 AD: the Polynesian navigator Kupe discovers New Zealand.
Between 950 and 1150 AD: Moriori people arrive in New Zealand.

L150 AD: the voyages of Toi and Whatonga lead to first Maor;
settlement.

1350 AD: the ‘Great Fleet’ of seven canoes arrives j n New Zealand
trom Island Polynesia.

After the fleet came, fighting ensued between Maori and Moriori.
Some Moriori were killed, some intermarried with Maori, and the
féemnants escaped to the Chatham Islands.

The Kupe part of this sequence was told as follows in the Department
of Education’s Schog] Journal in Februa ry 1916,

52



A FUNCTIONING NATION?
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SR MINING CDIBASTER & o BREENERTON:

last element was the weakest in the system, particularly in rural
as where communities were often scattered and communications
| primitive. Secondary education, which would not be free until the
on of the first Labour Government in the 1930s, was provided by
schools established under separate Acts of Parliament.
Maori children could, if they or their parents so wished, attend lo cal
ard schools, but they were already catered for by the 1867 Native
ools Act, which enabled primary schools to be established at the
quest of Maori communities under the supervision of the Native
epartment. At the specific request of Maori parents, the medium of
truction in these schools was to be English. Most of those parents
o expressed a view on this issue in the 1860s thought that Maori was
stlearnt at home and English in the schools, to give pupils access to
ider world of knowledge. This policy was sometimes taken to
remes in the vears that followed, with many children reporting that
ey had been punished for speaking Maori within school boundaries.
he Atkinson premierships - five of them between 1876 and 1891 -
incided with what came to be called the ‘Long Depression’ It began
th falling wool prices in 1877 and merged into a period of worldwide
ession in which the New Zealand economy did not grow for around
een years. It led to regional unemployment, a deterioration in

Milling and mining were dangerous
jobs. The hurial of some of the 65
men killed in an explosion in the
Brunner coal mine in 1836,

At the specific
request of Maori
parents, the medium
of instruction in
these schools was
to be English.
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The Great New Zealand Myth as as sailors often see enshroxxciing the land. Cheered by the hope

it appeared in the Schoof Journal

e that shone in his wife's eyes, Kupe seized the steeri ng-paddle and
in 4

directed the prow of his canoe towards it. As he drew nearer it rose
higher and higher. Able to read the signs of the sea as they could
read the faces of their children, the voyagers now felt almost
certain that they had reached their goal. ‘Aotea! Aoteal’ (The white
cloud! The white cloud!) they shouted as they strained at the
paddles, forgetful of all their weariness . . . Then beneath the fleecy
whiteness appeared a dark streak of bush-clad hill and valley, and-
they knew that before them lay the land they had seen in their
dreams, and for which they had braved tem pests and faced even
death itself.
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® 36 ) THE PENGUIN HISTORY OF NEW ZEALAND
- &

was to islands that they gave name&{r he North Island wasg known to
them principally as Te Ika a Maui, thé Fish of Maui, in recognition of
the widely accepted belief that the land had been fished from the
depths of the ocean by Maui-tikitiki—evTarangaQ A smaller number of
tribes knew the island as Aotea (though this was also the name given
to Great Barrier Island) and as Aotearoa, most commonly translated, as
in the Kupe story, as Land of the Long White Cloud, but perhaps more
propeﬁy rendered as Land of the Long Clear Day or the Long White
V\’orlci_.}_fhe second Maori King, Tawhiao, from Tainui, called his
Kinﬁfﬁriga bank Te Peeke o Aotearoa, thus favouring Aotearoa as
his preferred name for the North Island.

The South Island was known variously as Te Waka-a-Aoraki, the
canoe of Aoraki (the ancestor frozen in stone and ice as the highest
peak in the Southern Alps), and as Te Wahi Pounamu (the place of
greenstone) and Te Wai Pounamu. Stewart Island to the south
was Rakiura.

(N -+« it is highly likely In the Maori world all these names would persist in simultaneous
that there was a usage until around the middle of the nineteenth century. From that
Maori ancestor time, some Maori and Maori publications began to favour Nu Tirani
called Kupe who and its variants, transliterations of the words New Zealand and
sailed to New conveniently applying to all the islands that would make up the
Zealand from Island modern nation state of New Zealand (the Treaty of Waitangi of 1840
Polynesia. But he and its 1835 predecessor, A Declaration of the Independence of New
certainly did not Zealand, used these forms). Apart from Tawhiao’s bank, Operatingin
travel at the early Waikato in the 1880s and 1890s, few Maori opted for Aotearoa. In the| !
date specified in the early years of the twentieth century, however, with the growing
Smith story. |\ circulation and popularity of Stephenson Percy Smith’s version of

the Kupe story, Maori use of the term Aotearoa to refer to New Zealan
as a whole increased, especially in oral culture, By the twenty-first
century it was entrenched as the Maori name for New Zealand, '
though many South Island Maori, favouring Te Wai Pounamu as the |
name for their own island, recognised Aotearoa as a name for the
North Island only.
i The conclusion that a historian might draw from the foregoing is

o that it is highly likely that there was a Maori ancestor called Ky pe who

sailed to New Zealand from Island Polynesia. But he certainly did not

An examination travel at the early date specified in the Smith story. It is also unlikely
of Smith’s sources that he was the ‘discoverer’ of the country, but the number of place-
in the twentieth names associated with him — particularly in the Hokianga, Mercury
century revealed Bay and Cook Strait regions — make it probable that he was one of the
that the story was earliest ancestors of the Maori fo leave descendants and therefore
not derived from memories in those parts of the country. And, finally, New Zealand was
Maori traditions. certainly not known to Maori as Aotearoa in the pre-European times.

Just as certainly, it is called that now by most Maori of the modern era.
The story of Toi and Whatonga, also compiled by Stephenson Percy
Smith, concerns a Tahitian chief and his daughter’s husband who, in




New Zealand would
be'left to its isola-
tion by the envoys
of Europe for more
than a century -
though Tasman’s
map of the coun-
try’s west coast,
bearing, as one
historian put it,
some resemblance
to a ragged question
mark, would now
appear on charts of
the world.
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desert-like west coast of the North Island, sighting nowhere safe
enough to risk a landing. There were harbours, including two major
ones, the Manukau and the Kaipara. But Tasman was too far out to se
to recognise the entrances. Much of his map of this coast was 1econ-
structed from sightings north and south of the features marked.
Because of cloud cover, they missed Mount Taranaki, but did see Kar
south of Raglan. Gilsemans’s coastal profile drawings which accom
nied the ship’s journal show that the crews did sight the opening of

-

Kawhia Harbour, but failed to investigate itasa potential entrance &
sheltered waters. They did see Maori again, 30 to 35 of them on the !
ridge of Great King Island off the northern tip of the North Island.Tl}
reported gigantic size of these figures may have resulted from the us
of early Dutch telescopes, which were insufficiently refined to give.

undistorted view. Again crew members were unable to land, partly

because of surf and currents and partly, perhaps, because the now-
gigantic inhabitants, throwing stones and shouting at the Dutchmen,
had become demonised in their European imaginations. '
And so they abandoned the country on 6 January 1643 without
having once set foot on it. Tasman took his expedition north and
‘discovered some of the islands in the Tonga group and others in
northern sector of Fiji. He eventually returned to Batavia via the
northern coast of New Guinea. Having failed to step ashore on Ne
7ealand, Tasman had no reason to.suppose that it was the cornucg
of spices, precious metals and cloths that his principals in the D
East India Company had been seeking. Because of the supposedk
absence of exploitable and tradable resources, and the apparentl;
intransigent character of the inhabitants, New Zealand would belg
to its isolation by the envoys of Europe for more than a century
though Tasman's map of the country’s west coast, bearing, as one
historian put it, some resemblance to a ragged question mark, woul
now appear on charts of the world. Tts location there would tant
navigators of the future and leave open the possibility that Terra
Australis Incognita spread further east and inland from the littora
the Dutchman had traced. '
Tasman called the new country Staten Land, because he speculal
that it might be the western extremity of the Staten Land off the
south-west coast of South America named by his countryman Jacob
Le Maire in 1616, When late in 1643 this was perceived to be imposs
ble - the South American location having been identified by Hendri
Brouwer as an island — an anonymous cartographer in the Dutch Ez
India Company renamed Tasman's line of coast ‘Nieuw Zeeland' ¢
Latin, ‘Zelandia Nova'. This was clearly intended as a matchingn
for ‘Hollandia Nova, by which the western coast of Australia was d
that time known (Holland and Zeeland being neighbouring Dute
maritime provinces).* It was over the name Zelandia Nova that th
newly recognised country appeared on European charts of the Pa
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mistaking only Banks
Peninsula for an island and
Stewart Island for a possible

east coast of Australia, Cook o P
largely disposed of the myth
of Terra Australis Incognita A
and established that Tasman’s oom . -
single line of cartographic ;

peninsula. In this manner, ZEALAND:

y . " o i,
alongside his immediately * nt cook :
subsequent mapping of the ks

ERDRAVOUR, [

scrawl was in fact an indica-
tion of the two principal
islands of New Zealand. He
recognised the relationship
of Maori culture to that of
the Tahitians, and deduced
rightly that the two peoples
must share a source of origin.

With Banks and the ship’s
artists, Cook began the
process of documenting the
language and material culture
of Maori in the eighteenth

R 9 35 ombone S gponge-

century. The corpus of i
knowledge which he and his el
men assembled on all his

visits to New Zealand would be a boon to scientists, historians and
anthropologists for the next 200 vears. Cook’s sober but positive
Teports on the resources of the country, especially its timber and flax,

its seals in the south-west and the quantity of whales in the surround-
ing seas, led directly to a quickening of British interest in New Zealand
and to the establishment of extractive industries there in the late

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

In the course of his three voyages and four visits to the country
(two in 1773-74), Cook spent a total of 328 days off or on the coast
of New Zealand. For Maori, the consequences were far-reaching,

although they did not immediately change the

cultural pattern or the

quality of day-to-day Maori life. The bartering introduced Maori to

metals, especially in the form of nails, which were immediately sought

after for their efficacy and long life in the form of chisels, gouges and
fishhooks. Sexual encounters brought the unpleasant phenomenon of

venereal disease to communities where Cook’s

crews stayed for longer

periods, particularly in Queen Charlotte Sound. The Englishmen left
vegetables, especially potatoes and turnips, which would become

Iames Cook was not enly a master
mariner, hut also an expert map
maker. This is his map of New
Zealand, including the track of
the Endeavour around the country.
It was very accurate, apart from
mistaking Banks Peninsula for an
istand and Stewart Island for a
possible peninsula,

With Banks and the
ship’s artists, Cook
began the process
of documenting the
language and mate-
rial culture of Maori
in the eighteenth
century.-
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