0511112024 Coronavirus: Be prepared to wear a mask if needed, health minister says | Stuff.co.nz

Coronavirus: Be prepared to wear a mask if needed,
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Health Minister Chris Hipkins talks about public use of masks, should community transmission happen again in
New Zealand.

Trustworthy, accurate and reliable news stories are more important now
than ever. Support our newsrooms by making a contribution.

The Government is urging people to add face masks to their household emergency
kits, in case there's further community transmission of Covid-19.

“The World Health Organisation suggests that people should be prepared for the use
of masks before the need to use them arises,” Health Minister Chris Hipkins said at a
briefing on Thursday.

“So the ministry is now recommending that as part of collective preparations for any
future outbreak of Covid-19, households add sufficient masks for everybody
normally resident in their household to their emergency supply kits.”
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The New Zealand Sock Company has started making merino reusable face masks.

Those masks did not need to be medical grade. They could be reusable or the single
use masks seen online and in shops, he said.

READ MORE:

* Coronavirus: No new cases of Covid-19, 97 days since any sign of community
transmission

* Coronavirus: Masks to be compulsory on Melbourne flights

* Use masks to avoid another lockdown if quarantine breached, say experts

* Coronavirus: Could we be told to wear face masks in New Zealand?

* Coronavirus: Should we all be wearing face masks?

“Masks will be most useful when Covid-19 is present in the community and people
are mingling in close proximity to each other, like at work or in social situations.
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“Currently at Alert Level 1, which is where we're at today, it is not necessary for the

public to wear masks because there is no evidence of community transmission here
in New Zealand,” Hipkins said.
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CHRIS HOPKINS/THE AGE
Victorian Premier Daniel Andrews departs a Covid-19 news conference in Australia wearing a mask.

“If we move to Alert Level 2, the public will be encouraged to wear masks in
situations where physical distancing is not possible, such as on public transport or in
shops.

If you support New Zealand journalism...  Make a contribution ©

We'd like to ask for your help. In a fast-changing world where misinformation
spreads on social media, the need for trustworthy journalism has never been
greater. But the media industry faces strong headwinds. Traditional means of
funding journalism - such as advertising and subscriptions to our newspapers
- have declined, compounded by the economic impact of Covid-19.

We're asking our readers to help us continue to play our vital role in society.
Stuff holds a special position in New Zealand, with the largest network of
newsrooms - hundreds of journalists from Northland to Southland. We're part
of your local community, doggedly pursuing the issues that matter.

We hold the powerful to account - from making sure your rates are spent
wisely to challenging Cabinet ministers who flout the rules.

We uncover hidden truths - from the Defence Force’s activities in Afghanistan
to which companies commit the greatest climate damage.

And we champion Kiwi communities and values - from fighting for New
Zealand history to be taught in schools to enhancing coverage of Te Ao Maori
with our new Pou Tiaki section.
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